Thursday 14th February 2019
We are now officially half-way through the academic year
which seems absolutely amazing as it feels like only
yesterday that the Year 3 children joined us!
You may have noticed that we have struggled to meet our
attendance target for the past few weeks. This is largely
because lots of children have unfortunately been ill with a
variety of viruses, which have sadly rendered them unwell,
in some cases, for a whole week. I hope that the half-term
break will provide a good opportunity for all our children
to re-build their defences and hopefully come back to
school fighting fit.
Wishing you a very peaceful, and hopefully germ-free,
half-term break!
Cloakroom Award - Spring Term 1
Each week the children in Year 6 judge the cloakrooms in
the lower school and the upper school and select a winning
class in each section for the ‘Tidiest Cloakroom’ award.
Each time a class wins, a blue star, with their class name
on it, is put up on the display in the hall. At the end of
every half-term, the stars are totalled up, with each star
representing five minutes additional break. I am pleased to
announce the results of the first half of the Spring Term:
The following classes have all earned 5 minutes extra
break:
3D, 3R, 4C, 4M, 5F and 6H
Well done also to the following classes who earned 10
minutes extra break:
3M, 6C and 6R
Twitter - Don’t forget that our school website has a Twitter
feed to keep you updated on all our happenings at
Buttsbury. Our Twitter account, if you’d like to follow us, is:
@ButtsburyJunior

Parents’ Evening
Children are encouraged to join you for this term’s
meetings but please be aware that they should stay with
you rather than wander on their own. The bell will ring
every ten minutes to help teachers keep to time as this has
proved to be very successful in the past. Mrs Cheesman
(our Inclusion Manager) will be available without
appointment during both evenings - she will be based in
her office which is through the double doors at the back of
the hall. (It will be signposted). I will also be available,
without appointment, to discuss any issues, concerns or
queries that you might have.
Dog Mess
You have probably noticed the increasing amount of dog
mess which seems to have appeared recently on the
pavements around the school. I don’t think this relates at all
to the dogs of any parents but, if you could be vigilant
whilst out and about, it might help reduce the problem.

Forthcoming Diary Dates
After Half Term: School Dinners - Week 1
Friday 15th February

Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training
Monday 18th February - Friday 22nd February (inc.)
Half-Term
Monday 25th February

Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training
Tuesday 26th February

Children return to school

Friends’ Association Meeting - 8pm
Wednesday 27th February

6C ‘Parents to Lunch’ at 12.20pm

Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Thursday 28th February

7.45am -Year 6 Before-School Booster Classes
begin - please avoid dropping off at the Front
Entrance due to congestion

Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Friday 1st March

World Book Day at Buttsbury
Assessment Week
Well done to all the children in Years 3, 4 and 5 who
admirably rose to the challenge of the various tests they
faced this week. We were very proud of their positivity and
commitment. Thank you to the year group leaders and
teachers for all the time spent planning the complex
timetables and to all the teaching assistants who supported
individual children. Thank you also to the other teachers in
the school who released their own teaching
assistants as required. A very successful week all round.
Ciamanda School - Kenya
Rev. Fowler joined us for our assembly on Monday to share with
us some of her recent experiences from her visits to Kenya.
During the assembly, Rev. Fowler talked to the children about
the support that she and others from Christ Church have been
providing for the Ciamanda's school community which included
improved access to food and water, health care and education.
The photographs that she shared encouraged children to
reflect on the similarities and differences between the lives of
children at Ciamanda school and Buttsbury Juniors. Rev. Fowler
also talked about Eric, who is Lucy (the Headteacher of
Ciamanda School’s 18 year old son) and is very poorly with
leukaemia. Eric needs life saving treatment which, unfortunately,
is not available in Kenya so he will need to travel to India. Christ
Church is raising funds to help pay the cost of Eric’s travel and
also provide some of the funding towards his medical treatment.
As Ciamanda School is our partner school and many of our
children have met Lucy, we would like to try and raise some
money to help Eric receive life-saving medical treatment in India
too. In order to do this, we will be holding a non-uniform day on
Friday 29th March - voluntary donations would be most welcome
(please note that children do not have to make a donation to take
part) and also holding a Bake Sale to raise additional funds.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Friday 1st March
‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Charlie Cox
Sophia Rekesheva
Tilly Walsh
Laila Walton
Hayden Williams
Harry Jones
Charlotte Sell
Anais Chaproniere
Luiz Fellipe Sousa
Kuzey Musabak
Ollie Stroud

Elena Hunphreys
Lola Johnston
Oliver Chandra
Emma Humphrey
George Beckett
Ryan Nyirenda
Tommy Hudd
Max Hussey
Lotty Smith
Abby Caldon
Rupert Duncan

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Torsten Greenan Emma Shelley Sophie Farrow
Harry Gilbert James Bailey George McCreery
George Goodwin
Emelia Dear

Well done to our writing super stars!

Fantastic Mr Fox Fish Fingers
or
Lord Voldemort Veggie Nuggets
Served with
Cogsworth Chips
Burglar Bill Baked Beans
Ice Monster Mixed Veg
Lord of the Sugar Ring Doughnuts
World Book Day - Friday 1st March
Just a reminder that children are invited to come to school
dressed as a character from a book (not a film please) on
Friday 1st March. During the week leading up to World Book
Day, there will be a number of activities which all relate to
books, including the Readathon, ‘Drop Evening And Read’
activity and lots of opportunities to share books with one
another. There will also be a special themed lunch on World
Book Day itself. It sounds like a great week to come back to
after half-term!

The Ark Day Care Centre
As part of our ongoing community project, six of our School
Council representatives/House Captains visited The Ark on
Wednesday afternoon. The children visiting had baked
some delicious cakes in preparation for the event which
were much enjoyed by all the clients and members of staff
at The Ark. The children enjoyed playing lots of parachute
games! A huge thank you to all the children for baking their
yummy cakes and also to Mrs Felton and Mrs Lough for
supervising the children during the visit.

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:
Charlotte Sell Honey Phillips Austin Madle
Emily Harvey Joshua Wagstaff Abby Caldon
Esther Davies Harry Dyer Eleanor Chaplin

Well done to our magical mathematicians!

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:
Abigail Crawford Luke Andrews Amy Carter
Nicole Rogers Jamie Jones
Laura Simpson Farrah Keniry

Afternoon Tea
It was our last Afternoon Tea of the half-term today and the
children joined us with great excitement. I am never quite
sure whether it’s the lovely treats on offer or the chance to
sit in the Staff Room!

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!

3PR Results
Thank you for helping your child to earn 3PR tokens by following the
3 Parking Rules! Here are the results so far:
This week: 1st - 4U, 25 tokens, 2nd - 4C, 23 tokens, 3rd - 4M, 6R & 6H , 22 tokens
This half-term: 1st - 6H, 187 tokens, 2nd - 4U, 182 tokens, 3rd - 3M & 3R 169 tokens
This year: 1st - 6H, 528 tokens, 2nd - 3M, 508 tokens, 3rd - 4U - 505 tokens

This week’s winning house:
Panthers
This half-term’s winning house:
Panthers
The children in Panthers house will
have 20 minutes extra lunch break on
Friday 1st March.

This year’s attendance figure, so far, is: 97.6%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.6%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 3P who have the highest attendance so far this year - 98.9%! Congratulations!

Out of School Success








Well done to Philippa Warhurst (5M) who passed her Grade 1
ISTD exams in Tap and Ballet, with distinction and merit.
Congratulations to Caela McMorris (4U) who took part in an
Essex Go Ride event on Sunday and finished 2nd in the U10
girls’ race, having come first in the second part of the race.
Well done to Jack Warren-Gunn (5M) who won first place in
standing long jump, in the finals of the Regional Indoor
Sportshall Athletics, held in Norwich at the UEA, last weekend. He was up against Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire,
Herts Phoenix and Herts Pegasus!!! An absolutely fantastic
achievement. Individually he also came third in the balance
test. In the team hurdles and relay, the team was placed third
and fourth. Well done to Jack and the Essex team!
Congratulations to Hayden Williams (6R) who won Silver medal
in the Eastern England Kids BJJ (Brazilian jujitsu) league
tournament for his weight and belt category.
Well done to Leon Knight (3P) who got his first podium finish at
Lydd Kart circuit in his 50cc bambino kart on Sunday, finishing
in 3rd place overall on points, but 2nd place in the final!

Pupil Voice Event
On Tuesday afternoon, two members of our Core 5
represented Buttsbury at the Pupil Voice Cluster
Meeting, which was held at Sunnymede Junior
School. They had an extremely productive afternoon, meeting other members of the Pupil Voice
from schools across Bllericay. The children are
working alongside the other schools within the
Billericay Community Trust to create a piece of
artwork within St. Mary Magdalene Church, which
should be on display on 21st March. The
children will be working alongside a local artist too.
As well as this, the children were asked to return to
their schools to create a logo for the Pupil Voice.
Both members of our Core 5 set an outstanding
example, confidently speaking and sharing their
fantastic ideas with others. Well done!

Rainbow Awards

Leopards House Assembly
On Wednesday the Leopard House Captains, Jude Pearson and Lani
Coughlan, led our assembly teaching us about forgiveness. With the
help of three fellow Leopards, they performed an amusing play. The
Leopards encouraged the rest of the school to reflect on when they
have shown or been shown forgiveness and a number of good
examples were shared. The Leopards really enjoyed leading their
assembly and showed great dedication through using their own time
to create and rehearse their assembly. Well done Leopards!
Tag Rugby Final
On Wednesday afternoon, we took a
strong squad of 12 from Year 5 and 6 to
the Partnership Finals of the Tag Rugby
and played seven games over all. There
were a number of strong individual
displays in attack and a fantastic team
effort in defence. We started the
tournament frenetically with a close 3-2
win. Then we lost the next match in the
final play of the game (7-6) to the
eventual tournament winners. We
continued our strong attacking play,
scoring a number of tries from excellent
breaks and phenomenal support play.
We also showed excellent defensive
work in a number of games taking the
final tag of the set in front of our own try
line. We ended the tournament in second
place, unfortunately only the first place
team goes to the county final. Well done
to our fabulous players and thank you to
the parents who helped with transport
and to Mr Tweedie, our team coach.

Parents to Lunch
On Wednesday it was the turn of the parents of children in 6R to
join us for lunch. Once again, everyone seemed to have a lovely
time and thoroughly enjoyed their lunch. Thank you very much to
our catering team, our MDAs and Mrs Risley who all played a part
in ensuring both children and parents had a delightful lunch.
50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Well done to:
Emma Henry, Jasmine Briggs, Bethan Armsden and Abby Caldon
who have all completed 10 things at home!
Congratulations to Oliver Baker who has completed 20 things!

Well done to this week’s VIOLET awar d
winners:
Ashton Thomas, George Goodwin, Emily
Hyatt and Alex McKenna.
Well done to our BLUE award winner s:
Zachary Liggins, Max Langshaw, Ryan
Strain, Anika Gupta, Olivia Cooke,
Ruby Torrens, Cem Musabak, Adam Havis,
Oliver Wiles, AJ Belcher, Hayden Williams,
Nihal Koothoor, Cameron Hammond, James
McCrow, Edward Cushing, Leo Sunderland,
Lotty Smith, Sophie Thomas, Juliet Vinton
Smith, Sophie Rendell, Ethan Ferris, Ava
Harlow, Juliet Wenborn, Benedict GuthrieBlunkell and Rupert Duncan.
Congratulations to our GREEN award
recipients:
Olivia Gladwin, Holly Farrow, Anna Pope,
Ruby Collier, Jack Simnett, Thomas Hall,
Georgina Brown, Alfie Gray , Henry Webb,
Archie Connolly-Cole, Annie Jerreat and
Elouise Butler-Russell.
Well done to this week’s YELLOW award
winners:
James Walton, Sophia Rekesheva, Elena
Humphreys, Lucy Evans, Amelie Fairhead,
Fraser Brown and Sonny Bowerman.
Congratulations to our ORANGE award
recipients:
Jash Dalal, Olivia Joshi, Hattie Garlick,
Alex Gilbert, Amy Tear, Isla Vinton-Smith,
Luke Woolley and Archie Henson.
Well done to this week’s RED award
winners who are now working on the
BRONZE POT OF GOLD which requires
them to go ‘above and beyond’ to earn a
sticker!
Danni Obery, Poppy Barker, Christopher
Markham, Chloe Healy, Florence Meade,
Lily Lauder, Jamie Cooper, Lana Bailey,
Grace Barker, Emma Hughes, Lara
McKenzie and Anya Mistry.

