Friday 5th April 2019
It has been a very busy, but successful term, and I know
that the staff are looking forward to the break as much as
the children!
Sadly, today we said farewell to Mrs Hampton and also to
Miss Whitfield. We wish them continued success in their
new roles. Also leaving us today, for just a short while
only , we hope, was Miss Donnelly, who commences her
maternity leave. We wish her well in the final days of her
pregnancy and look forward to hearing news of the safe
arrival of her baby.
On behalf of the staff, children and governors, I would like
to wish you all a lovely, peaceful Easter holiday!
100% Attendance
This term we had an astounding 216 children with 100%
attendance! A magnificent number! Well done to all these
children who managed to dodge the bugs and viruses this term
- they have been presented with special certificates!
Keeping to the theme of attendance, please can I urge you not
to book holidays in term time as they almost certainly cannot
be authorised. Please refer to the School’s Attendance Policy
(on the website) for further details. Thank you.

Mothers’ Day Sale
Thank you again for supporting this event - we raised
£733 which is fabulous. I am sorry that we seem to have
had a lot of charity events at one time - some of it is out of
our control as it’s based on the calendar e.g. Mothers’ Day
and Easter but we will review this in future to try and get a
better balance where possible.

Forthcoming Diary Dates
Monday 8th April - Monday 22nd April (inc)
School closed for Easter
Monday 8th April

Year 6 Easter Revision Class, 9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday 23rd April

Children return to school for the Summer Term

Lunch Menu - Week 1 (New Menu)

St. George’s Day Themed Lunch

Swim Team training (pm) at Mayflower School
Wednesday 24th April

Non-Uniform Day for Year 5 - their reward for
raising the most money in the Easter raffle

Isle of Wight Meeting for Year 6 parents and
children - 7pm in Main Hall
Friday 26th April

County Cross Country Final
Tuesday 23rd April - St. George’s Day Commemorations
To commemorate our patron saint there will be a special
themed lunch for the children to enjoy and in addition, if your
child is a member of a uniformed organisation, e.g. brownies,
cubs, guides, scouts, brigade, boys’ brigade, then they may
wear their organisation's uniform instead of their school
uniform, if they wish. Please note that this is not a
non-uniform day; all other children should wear their school
uniform. Thank you.

New Menu
The Spring menu has been circulated via Parentmail. We
have tried, as far as possible, to incorporate the views of
both children and parents alike and hopefully the new menu
is to everyone’s liking! We have also introduced some new
recipes for the children to try so please do encourage them
to broaden their taste buds. We will run it for a complete
three-week cycle and then ask both parents and children to
complete a short questionnaire and make amendments
following this, if required. Thank you.

Year 3/4 Choir
Yesterday afternoon the Year 3/4 choir performed their
concert ‘Cinderella’ to their parents and relatives. The children
had worked exceptionally hard throughout the term, practising
and preparing for the concert, with all but the final few
rehearsals being held during their lunch break. The children
sang, acted and danced with great confidence, truly captivating
the audience. I would like to congratulate the children on their
high-quality performance - I was immensely proud of them. I
would like to thank Mrs Hall for her assistance with the choir;
Lani Coughlan and Maddie Clarke (both in 6C) for
choreographing and teaching the dancing; Mrs Dean and the Art
Club for making the props and the parents for providing the
children’s entrancing costumes. It was a great team effort.

Cloakroom Award - Spring Term 2
This half-term the following classes all earned 5
minutes extra break for keeping their cloakroom
tidy:
3D, 3R, 3P, 4U, 5F, 5S, 6A and 6H
Special congratulations go to 4M and 6R who
earned 10 minutes extra break during this half term!
Schools Ministry Billericay (SMB)
On Wednesday, Sue and Charlotte, from SMB, led our
assembly which was, topically, based on Easter. The
children enjoyed playing an Easter-themed version of Kim’s
game and listened with appreciation to Julian (Sue’s
husband) playing the piano so delightfully.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Easter Raffle and Competition
The hall was literally alive with excitement this morning when
we drew the tickets for our Easter raffle. As well as the main
prizes, we also had 61 Easter eggs and a basket full of crème
eggs as prizes which had all been donated by members of staff. I
would like to thank the staff for rising to (and exceeding) the
challenge I set for them of managing to collect 60 eggs!
To add to the fun and competitive nature of the raffle, the year
group which raised the most money also earned themselves a non
-uniform day on Wednesday 24th April.
The results are as follows:
Year 3 - £128.68
Year 4 - £121.00
Year 5 - £220.50
Year 6 - £146.12
So, congratulations to Year 5 on
earning their non-uniform day and thank you to all the children
who helped sell tickets.
As well as the raffles, we also announced the winner of the
‘Guess the number of eggs in the jar’ competition. Altogether
there were 127 eggs and the competition was won by Jessica Agg
(5F).
The competition raised £103.90 which means that, overall,
our Easter fun has raised £720.20 for the Friends’ Association!
Year 5 Synagogue Visit
Year 5 have been lucky enough this week to visit the Westcliff
Congregational Synagogue. The children were immersed in all aspects
of the synagogue and found the significance of the memorial plaques
very informative. They learnt a lot about the history and traditions of
Judaism and the origins of Hebrew writing.
The main part of the trip was centred on the main part of the
synagogue, where all the children sat in the pews. They were
fortunate enough to see the Ark containing the Torahs, one of which
was brought out and opened for the children. Geoffrey, the guide,
was such a fantastic orator and his engaging character kept the
children transfixed on the significance and history of the Rimonim,
Yad and the care and detail taken over the creation of the Torah.
As always, the children were wonderful. A big thank you must be given
to the parents that came on the visit, as well as Geoffrey and
Leonard from Westcliff Congregational Synagogue, who took the time
to give the children such a wonderful experience. Thank you!

This week’s Football News
On Thursday afternoon our Year 5/6 girls took part in an
extremely competitive CVL Football Tournament, which
was held at Mayflower High School. Throughout the
tournament, the girls put on an outstanding display of
defending, there were some super saves by both goalies
and some excellent goals were scored! Both A and B teams
did extremely well with the B team finishing in 9th place
and the A team finishing in 1st place, beating Brightside on
goal difference! A big thank you to Dave Smith, Mrs Toll
and Mrs James for helping supervise the children. Also a
huge thank you to Miss Pretty and Mr Graves for all time
they have given to the girls during the weekly training
sessions.
Our Year 5 boys’ teams were also in action on Thursday at
the CVL tournament. They also played exceptionally well
with the A team finishing in 2nd place and the B team
finishing in 8th place. We also found out today that the A
team has won the overall tournament. Well done to all the
boys who took part and thank you to Ms Marshall and Mr
Tweedie for accompanying the teams.

Scissors
Please can we ask that children don’t bring scissors
from home into school. We have lots of pairs of ageappropriate scissors at school. Thank you.

Top Table

This week, the children chosen
by the Midday Assistants to sit
at the ‘Top Table’ were:

Adam Bubb
Ellie Lovell
Owen Anderson
Amelia Rogers
Holly Bubb

Readathon
Thank you very much to everyone who took part in the
Readathon. Don't forget to send in any sponsor money or donate
directly via the online link:
https://readathon.secure.force.com/sponsor
3PR Results
Thank you for helping your child to earn 3PR tokens by following the
3 Parking Rules! Here are the results so far:
This week: 1st - 3R, 21 tokens, 2nd - 5T, 18 tokens, 3rd - 4C, 17 tokens
This half-term: 1st - 5T, 197 tokens, 2nd - 3P, 173 tokens, 5S & 5M,
171 tokens
This year: 1st - 4C, 689 tokens, 2nd - 3M, 665 tokens, 3rd - 3P - 652 tokens

Well done for being selected!

This week’s winning house:
Lions
The winning house for this half-term
is: Jaguars
They will enjoy 20 minutes extra lunch
break on Friday 26th April.

This year’s attendance figure so far is: 97.6%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.6%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 3P who have the highest attendance so far this year - 98.8%! Congratulations!

Out of School Success







Well done to the following children who recently passed their
karate gradings: Emily Jackson-Bridge (3M) - Orange belt, Jack
Warren-Gunn (5M) - Brown belt, Zachary Liggins (6A) - Brown
belt, Taylor Halfhide (3D) - Yellow belt, Harry Alsemgeest (4F)
- Brown belt, Ollie Alsemgeest (4M) - Purple Stripe belt,
Elizabeh Salvatore (5F) - Brown belt, Alex Gilbert (3R) - Yellow
belt, Archie Henson (5M) - Brown belt, Ben Nash (4F) - Yellow
belt, Miya Tyler (3D) - Red belt, Sonny Bowerman (5M) - Purple
Stripe and Ben Bowden (6R) - Yellow belt.
Well done to Daisy Lewi (4M) who passed her Yellow belt in
Taekwondo last weekend.
Congratulations to Lotty Smith (4C) who completed the 2,500m
swimathon with her Dad in 51 minutes!
Well done to Caela McMorris (4U) who was 3rd in the final race
of the winter season of the Essex Roads Go Ride series and
finished in 3rd place in the series overall.

A busy week for ‘Out of School Successes’.
Photos are in the same order as the names!

Science Week
This week, all year groups have been taking part in our Science
Week. The theme of the week was ‘Journeys’. The week kicked
off with a bang with an assembly that involved thinking about
journeys, forces and a little explosion! There has been a huge
range of exciting and interesting activities going on! They have all
been related to journeys: from nature walks; marble runs; pulse
experiments; chromatography; colour wheels; rotation activities;
caterpillars metamorphosing into butterflies and more! We also
had a fun Inter-house competition to build a bridge that could hold
the most weight. It has been a really fun week, which the children
have very much enjoyed! Thank you very much to Mr Redmill,
Miss Cutmore and Mr Graves for co-ordinating the week.

50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Well done to:
Holly Bubb, Harry McGee, Charlotte Seeney and Sophie Thomas
who have all completed 10 things at home!

Rainbow Awards
Congratulations to this week’s INDIGO
award recipients:
Jack Ahrens, Megan Lyons and Oliver
Driscoll.
Well done to our BLUE award winner s:
Ben Simpson, Athina Mitchell, Eva Poloni,
Jacob Pickworth, Hezar Musabak and Jacob
Kavanagh.
Congratulations to our GREEN award
recipients:
Mae Saunders, Daisy Bassett, Rianna Fenton,
Olivia Smith, Matilda Pierce, Isabelle Carroll,
Max Hussey, George McCreery, Edie
Rowling, Zion Savage, Sophie Thomas, Ben
Nash and Jake Barrett.
Well done to our YELLOW award
winners:
Laila Walton, Henry Webb, Georgina
Brown, Emily Harris, Charlie Joyce, Zack
Briggs, Lily Parker-Compton, Eliza
Hobden, Bella Prior, Freya Agate, Aaron
Bickerstaff, Alex Lee, Grace Marsh,
Bethan Armsden, Alana Louden and
Thomas Cavanagh.
Congratulations to our ORANGE award
recipients:
Adam Bubb, Edie Poulton, Connor
Gutteridge, Poppy Dackombe, Sophie Lee,
Amelie Fairhead, Ebony Riches, Katie
Woods, Elena Harris, Ethan Lee amd Shezan
Mushabe,
Well done to this week’s RED award
winners sticker!
Charlotte Sell, Ella Bogen, Jie Long He
and Darcey Wallis.

Year 3 Visit to Norsey Woods
On Thursday morning, the children in Year 3 went on an
outing to Norsey Woods as part of our Themed Week
with a link to their History topic on the Stone
Age. Rumours had spread that a Sabre Tooth Tiger had
been spotted in the woods…. Having learnt about how
the Stone Age people made weapons and hunted for
food, Year 3 were up for the challenge of finding and
catching the wild beast. The children used natural
materials collected in the woods to make their weapons.
With their extensive knowledge on hunting and the
behaviour of Sabre Tooth Tigers, Year 3 were able to
capture the beast. Billericay is once again safe!
Everyone had a fantastic time and Year 3 would like to
say a big thank you to all of the adults who helped out.

