Thursday 13th February 2020
We are now officially half-way through the academic year
which seems absolutely amazing as it feels like only
yesterday that the Year 3 children joined us!
You may have noticed that we have struggled to meet our
attendance target for the past few weeks. This is largely
because lots of children have unfortunately been ill with a
variety of viruses, which have sadly rendered them
unwell, in some cases, for a whole week. I hope that the
half-term break will provide a good opportunity for all our
children to re-build their defences and hopefully come
back to school fighting fit.
Wishing you a very peaceful, and hopefully germ-free,
half-term break!
Cloakroom Award - Spring Term 1
Each week the children in Year 6 judge the cloakrooms in
the lower school and the upper school and select a
winning class in each section for the ‘Tidiest Cloakroom’
award. Each time a class wins, a blue star, with their class
name on it, is put up on the display in the hall. At the end
of every half-term, the stars are totalled up, with each star
representing five minutes additional break. I am pleased
to announce the results of the first half of the Spring
Term:
The following classes have all earned 5 minutes extra
break:
3M, 3P, 4U, 4F, 5Fr, 6C, 6A and 6F
Well done also to the following classes who earned 10
minutes extra break: 3R and 6R
Parents’ Evening
Children are encouraged to join you for this term’s
meetings but please be aware that they should stay with
you rather than wander on their own. The bell will ring
every ten minutes to help teachers keep to time as this has
proved to be very successful in the past. Mrs Cheesman
(our Inclusion Manager) will be available without
appointment during both evenings - she will be based in
her office which is through the double doors at the back of
the hall. (It will be signposted). I will also be available,
without appointment, to discuss any issues, concerns or
queries that you might have.

Headteacher’s Awards
Well done to the following children who have all been
awarded Headteacher’s Awards this half-term:
Daniel Natusch, Amelie Rippon, Ollie Carter, Sophie Hill,
Stephanie Kharbouche, Alex Lee, Daisy Judd, Eloise Lock,
Harry Weston and Anya Mistry.
Headteacher’s Awards are the most prestigious award a
child can receive and children are nominated by their
teachers for going ‘above and beyond’ expectation.

Forthcoming Diary Dates
School Dinners - Week 1
Friday 14th February

Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training
Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February (inc.)
Half-Term
Monday 24th February

Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training
Tuesday 25th February

Children return to school
NB - Menu Change - please see below
Wednesday 26th February

Year 5/6 Choir Rehearsal at Brightside (am)

Last swimming lesson for 5F

Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Thursday 27th February

Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
The non-uniform day for anyone who has achieved their
RED award so far this academic year is on:
FRIDAY 28th February.
Menu Change - Tuesday 25th February 2020
Unfortunately the school hall is unavailable on Tuesday
25th February so we have designed a ‘Grab a Bag’ lunch
which the children will eat in class. The menu is below:
Sausage roll or Vegetarian Sausage Roll
Potato Wedges
Carrot Sticks
Ice Cream
Please accept my apologies for the change although I have a
feeling the children will find it quite exciting and not mind
at all!
Twitter - Don’t forget that our school website has a Twitter
feed to keep you updated on all our happenings at
Buttsbury. Our Twitter account, if you’d like to follow us, is:
@ButtsburyJunior

Footwear for PE Lessons and Clubs
Please can I remind you that for indoor PE lessons, such
as dance, dodgeball and bench ball, children should wear
black plimsolls rather than trainers.
For before and after school clubs, such as basketball,
children should wear clean trainers.
At the moment, we are finding that the hall is covered in
lumps of mud from muddy trainers being worn which is
not very pleasant given that the children sit on the floor
during assembly!
Please can I also remind you to make sure all items of
clothing, including blue socks and shoes, are labelled.
Thank you, in advance, for your support.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

World Book Day - Friday 6th March 2020
As 5T and 5Fr are visiting the synagogue on Thursday 5th March
and would therefore be unable to take part in World Book Day,
we have decided to celebrate it one day later this year, on Friday
6th March. Buttsbury Infant School will also be celebrating
World Book Day on 6th March so the new date should hopefully
help as it’s one thing less to remember!
Children are invited to come to school dressed as a character
from a book (not a film please) on Friday 6th March. During the
week leading up to World Book Day, there will be a number of
activities which all relate to books; including an Inter-House
book related quiz, ‘Drop Everything And Read’ activity and lots of
opportunities to share books with others. There will also be a
special themed lunch (menu to follow) on Friday 6th March.

Year 3 visit to Thorndon Country Park
On Tuesday, Year 3 visited Thorndon Country Park for a day
of Stone Age fun! The children participated in a range of
activities which allowed them to learn first hand what life
was like in the Stone Age. They built dens, made weapons
and created cave drawings, as well as learning about the
importance of fire. Luckily, the weather held up and much
fun was had by all. Year 3 would like to thank the adults that
helped with the trip.

Football News
Buttsbury 1 - Northbury 5
Buttsbury had a tough second round Jim Smith Trophy clash
against a very competitive and talented Northbury side. The
game started with Buttsbury making the advances and putting
Northbury under a lot of pressure but against the run of play,
they took a two goal lead. Buttsbury worked a great team goal,
with Jack adding the finishing touches to bring them back into
the game. Unfortunately this spurred Northbury on to score
another three goals. Albert was certainly the busier of the two
goalkeepers today, pulling off a number of incredible saves to
keep the score line down. Now it's time for the boys to dust
themselves down and go again in the Parish Cup.
Well done to all the players and thank you to Mr Graves for
coaching the team.

Dementia Friends Assembly – Wednesday 12th February
On Wednesday this week, our Core 5 led an assembly to
help encourage the rest of the school to become ‘Dementia
Friends’. The assembly was part of the work our School
Council representatives are doing this year to help us
achieve the Billericay Dementia Friendly Schools’ Award.
This award involves us spreading a message of kindness,
tolerance and patience in our community to help us
support those living with Dementia. Thank you to all of
the members of Core 5 for their hard work and to Mrs
Felgate for helping them with their assembly preparation.

Inter-house Benchball
Our PE lessons this week have become a little more competitive
than normal with children taking part in our Inter-house Benchball Competition. Children have been representing their houses
in a round robin tournament, earning points to be the winning
house in their year group and the school.
Winners
Year 3 - Lions and Jaguars
Year 4 - Leopards
Year 5 - Joint - Jaguars, Leopards and Lions
Year 6 - Panthers
Overall - Leopards
Well done to everyone for showing great teamwork and sportsmanship and thank you to Mr Mynard and Mr Nation for
organising the tournaments.

3PR Results
Thank you for helping your child to earn 3PR tokens by following the
3 Parking Rules! Here are the results so far:
This week: 1st - 6R, 40 tokens, 2nd - 4F, 28 tokens, 3rd - 5F, 25 tokens
This half-term: 1st - 3P, 288 tokens, 2nd - 3R & 3M - 286 tokens, 3rd - 4F 280 tokens
This year: 1st - 3P, 718 tokens, 2nd - 3R, 716 tokens, 3rd - 3Mc - 703 tokens

This week’s winning house:
Jaguars
This half-term’s winning house:
Leopards
The children in Leopards house will
have 20 minutes extra lunch break on
Friday 28th February.

This year’s attendance figure, so far, is: 97.5%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.8%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 4F who have the highest attendance this year so far - 98.7%! Congratulations!

Out of School Success







Well done to Bethan Armsden (5M) who passed
her Level 1 gymnastics badge on Monday.
Congratulations to Philippa Warhurst (6R) who
was away with the Guides at the STEM
weekend and completed the ‘Guiding into
Engineering’ challenge.
Well done to Roxy Hartman (5T) who won her
first dressage test during the weekend and has
qualified for the second round.
Congratulations to Toby Pickett (3P) who is a
member of the St. John’s Ambulance Club
and was commended on Tuesday for his
knowledge of the frameworks in teaching and
assessing patients as well as practising CPR.

Rainbow Awards
Congratulations to this week’s INDIGO
award r ecipients:
Shayan Agha, Harry Dackombe, Oliver Fryd,
Brandon Crees and James Hogarth.
Well done to our BLUE award winner s:
Henry Joyce, Anna Pope and James
Cavanagh.
Congratulations to our GREEN award
recipients:
David Trump, Fraser Brown, Maisie
Pamenter, Olly Sunderland, Olivia Tappin,
Elodie Domien, Amelie Fairhead, Nikita
Moskalonoks, Austin Fearne and Ryan Strain.
Well done to our YELLOW award
winners:
Charlie Doman, Oliver Baker, Ethan
Young, Emily Crowe, James Lock, Caitlyn
Rae, Amber Harbrow, Skye Greenan,
Isabel Henderson, Amelia Johnson,
William Hughes, Jessica Toll, Ethan
Powell, Connor Gutteridge, Zak Smith,
Mornay Botma, Tilly Lashmar, Alex Lee,
Alfie Mills, Emelia Dear and Esther
Davies.
A special ‘Well Done’ to this week’s
ORANGE award winners:

Giant Sleepover
Last Friday, we held our first-ever Giant Sleepover, with 75 children in
Year 6 attending. Everyone was looking forward to the event with great
excitement - especially me - and I think it lived up to our expectations.
The children enjoyed lots of party games, a mini-disco and a movie night
all rolled into one! They had a brilliant time and I am pleased to say that
they all went to sleep (for part of the night at least). It was really
magical for me to look across the hall and see 75 Year 6 children all laid
out like caterpillars in their cocoons, snuggled up on their inflatable
mattresses. I would like to thank Miss Carroll. Mr Graves, Mrs Felgate,
Mrs Hall, Mrs Baker and Mr Sterry for all giving up their Friday
evening/night and Saturday morning to help run the event and also Mrs
Risley for overseeing the paperwork side of things. I would also like to
offer a special word of thanks to Jo and Helen (our Catering Manager
and Assistant Catering Manager) who cooked a delicious meal on Friday
evening for the children and then came back, bright and early on the
Saturday morning, to prepare a cooked breakfast, along with cereals and
fruit juice. I’d definitely give Hotel Buttsbury 5 stars!
The Giant Sleepover was a charity event to help raise funds for the
Brentwood Catholic Children’s Society - the charity I am supporting for
my marathon mission. I am delighted to say that the event raised
£675.53 in total which is fantastic.
To say that I have been overwhelmed by the support I have received
for my marathon mission would be a complete understatement. My
training is going well and I am looking forward to doing you all proud on
26th April 2020. Thank you, once again, for your incredible kindness.

Advika Soni, Joshua Cannon, Izzy Cheesman,
Sophie Hill, Amy Norman, Joshua Bateman,
Lily Lauder, Dominic Glover, Matilda
Chaplin, Amelia Stephens, Oliver Park,
Lucas Popescu, Lara McKenzie, Archie
Henson, Lana Bailey, Anya Mistry, Anna
Seeney, Holly Breathwick, Archie
Neathercoat, Isla Swift and Sophia Lightfoot.
And HUGE CONGRATULATIONS to our
RED awards this week:
Isabelle Lee, Ava Dean, Jessica Agg, Archie
Connolly-Cole, Freddy Crooks, Maya
Collyer, Alex Rowe-Goodey and Daniel
Natusch.
50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Congratulations to Sam Havis who has completed
20 things at home.
Well done to Zion Savage who has completed 30
things at home.
A very special ‘Well Done’ to Lucas Ramsden who
has completed 40 things at home!
Parking/Vehicle Related Issues
Unfortunately this week I have received complaints
from local residents about poor parking in Trafalgar
Way and Westbourne Gardens, with the road, pavements and driveways all being blocked at various
times. I have also received very concerning reports
about parents dropping their children in Perry
Street, with the children leaving the car on the road
side rather than the pavement side.
Please can I urge you to park in a sensible and safe
place and walk if at all possible. Thank you.

Pupil Voice Event
On Monday this week, Izzy Cheesman and Austin Kelly represented the school and
Core 5 at the second Pupil Voice event of the year. The event brought together
schools from across Billericay to discuss their favourite books as well as how we can
promote a love of reading. Izzy and Austin had many interesting contributions to
make to the discussion and were very enthusiastic about all of the things we have in
place here at BJS to promote reading. Children from the other schools were
particularly impressed when hearing about our current reading challenge and our
‘drop everything and read’ days.
The Ark Day care Centre Visit – Monday 10th February
House Captains and members of the School Council
enjoyed a wonderful afternoon at The Ark Day Care
Centre this week. As usual, the children outdid themselves with the delicious cakes they made and brought
with them, and the clients and staff at the centre
appreciated them all. Everyone had fun playing basketball, table tennis, completing puzzles, colouring and there
was even a little dancing! A huge thank you to Mrs Felton
and Mrs Willis for once again overseeing the visit and to
all of the children and parents for the amazing effort put
into the cakes.

Creative Arts Week with a Kenyan Flavour
This week we have had an exciting week developing our creativity and learning more about the culture of Kenya. Mrs
Abbott and Miss Unite kicked off the week with an interactive assembly where children were comparing and
contrasting the traditional arts of the UK and Kenya. The children then went on to take part in a wide range of
activities including creating models of animals using clay; choreographing Kenyan inspired dance routines; learning
the Baby Shark song in Swahili and using Modroc to build Kenyan inspired tribal masks. The children have had a
great week and have enjoyed visiting the other teachers within their year group.
Thank you to all the staff for planning such a range of exciting activities.

