Friday 5th June 2020
I hope that you enjoyed the half-term break and the wonderful weather that
we have seen recently. We were delighted to welcome back 115 of our
Year 6 children on Monday - it was truly lovely to see them, although there
were many different routines and organisational changes in place, to keep
both them and the staff safe at this challenging time. The children adapted
in their usual wonderful Buttsbury manner and quickly embraced all the
changes and were also pleased to be able to be back at school. I truly hope
that we will be able be joined by the rest of the school at some point before
we break up for the Summer as this would be a wonderful way to draw the
year to a close in readiness for a fresh start in September!

Staffing News
I have lots of staffing news to share with you ……
In April, we welcomed Miss Donnelly back to Buttsbury,
following her maternity leave. Mrs Mason will also be rejoining us in July following her maternity leave. Mrs Mason
and Miss Donnelly have chosen to return on a part-time
basis, to enable them to spend more time with their
respective babies, and will be job-sharing with each other
from September. We are delighted to welcome them back.
Sadly, we will be saying ‘farewell’ to Miss McGoldrick at
the end of the term as she is returning to the school where
she trained which is also closer to her home. We also say
‘goodbye’ to Miss Featherstone, who will be leaving
Buttsbury at the end of the term, for personal reasons.
We would like to wish Miss McGoldrick and Miss
Featherstone success and happiness in their future
endeavours.
In the forthcoming academic year, we see Miss Unite, Miss
Moore and Miss Francis all on maternity leave for some/all
of the year which means we need to recruit some additional
teachers to cover their vacancies.
We were exceptionally lucky with recruitment and attracted
the strongest and widest field of applicants that I have seen
in over 14 years of headship.
I am delighted to tell you that Mrs Sherwood will be
re-joining us in September. Many of you will know that
Mrs Sherwood is a very experienced teacher who, until last
year, had worked at Buttsbury for many years. She left last
Summer as she felt it was time for a change; however, she
missed Buttsbury greatly and has decided to return.
Naturally, I was only too willing to re-appoint her!
Also joining us is Miss Katie McCarty, who is currently
teaching in Cambridge but re-locating to Essex this Summer
and also Miss Rebekah Elias, who is currently teaching in
Hackney, but, as she lives in Wickford, is understandably
keen to work closer to home! Our final appointment is Mrs
Sally Baker, who will be job-sharing initially with Mrs
Backhouse, to assist with maternity cover. Mrs Baker is a
very experienced, senior teacher - she has just stepped back
from her full-time role as Assistant Headteacher at
Larchwood Primary School, to work part-time, following the
birth of her second child.
We look forward to Mrs Sherwood, Miss McCarty, Miss
Elias and Mrs Baker joining our team!

Young Sports Writer of the Year
Competition
Do you dream of becoming a sportswriter, commentator or sports
presenter in the future? If so, this
competition could help you reach your
goal!
https://www.footballschool.co/youngsportswriter-of-the-year-2020/
Paste the website above into your
browser to find out more details.
Entries close on 3rd July.
Lock Down 2020
It was a time like no other,
a virus going round.
It was a time like no other,
Just me and my brother.
It was a time like no other,
I was feeling very sad.
It was a time like no other,
My brother feeling bad.
I’ve been thinking about
my friends,
But the virus never ends.
No riding on your bike,
Or going for a hike.
We are all in a fix,
With no Olympics.
It was a time like no other,
Just me and my brother.
Thomas Anderson, 4P

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Emily Harris
(4C) enjoys
working at home
with some canine
company!

This week’s winning house:

Leopards

Tilly Lashmar (3R)
tested out her
parachute on her
teddy - thankfully it
was a good design
and Teddy was
unscathed!

Reading Awards
Well done to Amy Tear (4C) who has completed
her BRONZE award and ready one book in each
of the eight genres.
Molly Wright (6F)
enjoyed
completing this
lovely crossstitch at home
which captures
lockdown in a very
memorable way.

Daisy Mears (5Fr) enjoyed
this week’s art project and
created an animated movie
too!

Some photos of our
Year 6 children in
their new pods!

Lotty Smith (5Fr) had a great time
building a very long ramp to test
out the friction of different
surfaces and objects.
Georgina
Brown (4C)
has been
using the
table cloth to
help with her
Geography!

Scarlet Nugent (5F)
has been growing her
hair to donate it to
The Little Princess
Trust and was
featured this week
as part of their
Super Grower
campaign!

Edith Longlade (3R)
has had great fun
with her science
experiments!

