Friday 18th September 2020
Last Sunday, I was invited to speak at Christ Church as it
was Education Sunday. This year’s theme was ‘A Learning
People in a Time of Change’. As you can imagine, much of
my talk referenced events of the past few months and how
we can use them to positively influence our lives.
Whilst I was preparing my talk, I spent a lot of time
reflecting on the past few months and how my life had
changed. It made me ever-more grateful that we are open
as a school once more and, week by week, are beginning
to introduce ‘new’ elements to daily life, such as clubs and
visitors. Who would have thought such simple things would
be so special? Let’s cherish our wonderful school.

Friends’ Association
As I am sure you are all aware, the Friends’ Association
organises a huge number of fundraising events each year,
ranging from discos and film nights, through to our
Christmas Bazaar and Summer Bonanza! The events are
always great fun and very well attended and also raise
over £20,000 per year. The money raised is used solely
for the children, to provide additional resources, like new
laptops and play equipment. We have plans for an
exciting new project too - an outdoor gym!
In order for these super events to take place, we need a
strong committee leading. We are very lucky this year as
our current Chair (Laura) and our two Vice-Chairs (Claire
and Andrea) have all agreed to stay on for one more year,
and Rachel (Treasurer) and Debbie (Secretary) are both
continuing too. However, Laura, Andrea and Claire are
DEFINITELY stepping down at the end of the year so
it is essential that we start the succession planning now as
it is a lot easier to take over a role if you have had the
opportunity to shadow for a year.
The Friends’ Association AGM is on Monday 21st
September at 8.00pm, in the Small Hall (socially
distanced, of course!). Please can I encourage you to come
along as it would be great if we could appoint Chair and
Vice-Chair designates and know the future of the Friends
Association is secure.
I look forward to seeing you there!
Walk to School Week
Just a reminder that next week, as part of our commitment to
encouraging active, healthy lifestyles, we are running our own
‘Walk to School’ week. We would love to see even more of you
walking to school or perhaps dropping your child off a little
further away from the school and walking the rest of the way.
We will be rewarding individuals and whole classes for making
that extra commitment to walking when travelling to school.
We thank you for your support with this.
Happy Shoesday
As part of our ‘Walk to School’ week campaign, on Tuesday of
next week (22nd September), we are encouraging the children
and staff to come to school in shoes that make them feel
happy. The children can walk to school in their favourite pair of
trainers, sandals, flats - any shoes that they are happy to walk
in. Of course the shoes do need to be flat to ensure the
children's safety and comfort.
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Diary Dates for Next Week
Walk to School Week
School Dinners - Week 1
Monday 21st September

Friends’ Association AGM - 8.00pm, Small Hall
(Please park on the playground)
Tuesday 22nd September

Happy Shoesday
Wednesday 23rd September

Parent Workshop - 7pm - via Zoom
Friday 25th September

European Day of Languages
Drop Off and Collection
Apologies for sounding like a broken record, but please can I
remind you to social distance when you drop off and collect
children. Please also leave promptly and do not let siblings
run around the school playground or the field whilst waiting
for other children. Thank you.
Table Manners
Since we have returned to school, we have been taken aback
a little by the children's table manners. We have a large number of children (across all year groups) who are unable to use
a knife and fork which means we have seen them eating
things like Yorkshire puddings with their hands and spearing
sausages with their fork and biting bits off the end. Trying to
cut meat with the side of their fork is also another regular
sight. When I remind children to use both utensils properly, I
always try and paint a picture for them - imagine sitting at an
important meal when you are an adult and not being able to
use your cutlery properly. How embarrassing that would be!
Unfortunately, whilst we can nag and cajole, we don’t really
have the time (especially at present with four different lunch
sittings) to teach children to use their knife and fork correctly
so we are appealing to you and asking for your help with this
please as you spend many more meal times with your
children than us. Thank you, in advance, for your support.

Before and After School Clubs
As you will have noticed from the communication sent home
this week, we are in the process of introducing some of our
before and after school clubs. The clubs are restricted to year
group bubbles which means we aren't currently able to offer
clubs as widely as we used to and also numbers are limited.
The clubs all operate on a first-come, first served basis - if
your child does not get allocated a place, we will contact you
and they will be placed on a waiting list. If you don’t hear
from us, that means they have been given a place.
Please pay close attention to the collection arrangements for
the clubs as they have been specifically organised to ensure
we can maintain social distancing.
Thank you to Mrs Risley for organising the club timetable
and liaising with all the club leaders so we can ensure the
clubs can all operate safely in the current climate.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Rainbow Awards
Well done to this week’s VIOLET awar d winner s:
Daniel Thomas, Rosa Stafford, Charlie Cooper, Jessica Rendell,
Isabelle Warden, Joseph Hussey, Adam Sargood, Keyla Osborne,
Timothy Madders, Arnav Gupta, Leonie Fairhead, Nancy
Dormer, Jessica Cambridge, Zaiden Baker, Esmae Baker,
Maxwell Bailey, Taylor Halfhide, Erin Kelly, Amy-Leigh James,
Max Sawyer, Flora Noble, Josh Bateman, Esme Pearson, Holly
Bubb, Ava Dean, Hana Carter, Miya Tyler, Eloise Minto, Ollie
Alsemgeest, Harriet Borg, Esther Davies, Emelia Dear, Ethan
Ferris, Sam Havis, Charlotte Hellings, Annie Jerreat, Jamie Jones,
Alexander Lee, Alfie Mills, Scarlet Nugent, Cece Ross, Zion
Savage, Ryan Strain, Sophie Thomas, Harry Vail, Sophie
Bickerstaff, Florence Brooks, Lewis La-Rocque, Megan Lee,
Edith Longlade, Archie Neathercoat, Louise Pocklington, Abigail
Small, Ruby Tunstall-Legras, Harry Alsemgeest, Frankie Anson,
Lenny Batchelor, Buddie Blewitt, Elouise Butler-Russell,
Isabelle Carroll, Eleanor Chaplin, Tilly Cranshaw,
Evie Hale, Roxy Hartman, Izzy Howlett, William Rowley, Elliot
Stephens, Emma Tribe, Grace Vasiliou, Theo Wakerly, David
Malakauskas, Russell Salvatore, Anna Pope, Lauretta McKenzie,
Amelie Fairhead, Isabel Henderson, Amelia Johnson, Bella Prior,
Jessica Toll, Jessica Bowie, George Waters , Alexandra RoweGoodey, Daniel Natusch, Ayana Mushabe, Maya Collyer,
Eva Barnes, Henry Chandra, Daniel Henry, Tedding Harding,
Sophie Holms, Evie Plummer, Heidi Webb, Caela McMorris,
Anika Gupta, Zara Ellis, Juliet Wenborn, Lily Parker-Compton,
Edie Poulton, Jie Long He, Eliza Hobden, Amy Tear, Hattie
Garlick, Blake Webb, Isla Vinton-Smith, Joshua Harrington,
Zack Briggs, Ethan Powell, Archie Moore, Maisie Anderson,
Thomas Carter, Beau Cunningham, Isla Fitch, Ivy-Sola Gaci,
Georgina Harris, Edie McLellan, George Murphy, Arthur Ogden,
Harry Phillips, Elsa Reason, Isabella Rebel, Claire Senior,
Bibi Tarraf, Hattie Walsh, Chloe Wang Gao, Lucas Young, Freya
Agate, Megan Jobbins, Oliver Sargood, Juliet Vinton-Smith,
Oliver Chandra, Honey Phillips, Grace Marsh, Luke Andrews,
Chloe Nicel, Ollie Stroud and Daisy Lewi.

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Rosa Stafford
Jessica Rendell
Joseph Hussey
Sam McFeely
Esmae Baker
Keyla Osborne
Henry Chandra
Sophie Holms
Teddy Harding
Flora Noble
Amy-Leigh James
Eloise Minto
Poppy Barker
Dylan Foley
Emily Jackson-Bridge Sophie Trainer
Jessica Toll
Jessica Bowie
Grace Willbourne
Zack Briggs
Joshua Harrington Layla Asfour
Daisy Hughes
Clark Williams

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Layla Foley Jenson Wallis Daniel Henry
Maxwell Bailey Holly Breathwick
Freya Spencer Alex Gilbert Sophia Anderson
Well done to our writing super stars!

Daniel Thomas Arnav Gupta Ethan Powell
James Knowler Eliza Hobden Zack Briggs
Alfie Gray Georgie Hodges
Well done to our magical mathematicians!

Reward Systems
At Buttsbury Junior School, we operate a number of reward
systems to try and celebrate success in as many ways as
possible. As we have quite a few different schemes in
place, I thought it would be useful to attach the overview to
help you get to grips with all the different rewards.
Unfortunately, Cloakroom Award, Top Table and Line of
the Day are currently on hold as we can’t operate them
within the current legislation that we are working - we hope
to see them return soon though.

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:
Ted Gort Jessica Cambridge Isabella Hadassi
Sebastian Ellis Elodie Domien William Hughes
Nikita Moskalonoks Eddie Nunney

Punctuality
Please can you make sure that your child arrives to school
on time as we start lessons very promptly each morning
and some children are missing out on valuable learning by
arriving late. Thank you.
Year 5 and Year 6 - 8.35am - 8.40am.
Year 3 and Year 4 - 8.40am - 8.50am

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!

This week’s results:
1sr: Jaguars - 776 points
2nd: Leopards - 639 points
3rd: Panthers - 629 points
4th: Lions - 561 points



Out of School Success
Well done to Millie Brown (6A)
who was awarded Players’ Player
last season for her football
team, Perry Street U10s Pumas.
Congratulations to Thomas Fox
(5F) who was awarded the ‘Most
Improved Player’ for his
Hannakins football team.

This week’s attendance figure is: 96.9%

(Lots of colds this week sadly!)

This year’s provisional attendance target is 97.8%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 3E who had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!

Jeans for Genes Day 2020
Thank you for supporting this year’s Jeans for Genes
day. It was lovely to see the children and staff adorned
in denim of some description, including jackets,
jeggings, jeans and jumpsuits! We also raised£467 to
support children affected by genetic disorders.
It was also truly wonderful to do something special as
a school again - these moments were lost whilst we
were closed so they have become all the more
treasured now.

European Day of Languages
On Friday 25th September, the school will be celebrating
European Day of Languages to promote a love of language and
celebrate the diversity throughout the continent. There will be
lots of fun activities planned for the children to enjoy including
a special menu to mark the occasion. In order to make the day
really special, we would also like the children to dress up to
represent the European language of their choice. This could be
dressing up as a famous person who speaks that language,
wearing the colours of different European flags, traditional
clothing from the country or any other creative ideas they may
have to represent the language.
We look forward to seeing your outfits.
European Day of Languages Themed Lunch - 25/9/2020
French Chicken Chasseur
German Vegetarian Frankfurter
Swiss Potato Rosti
English Runner Beans
Roasted Mediterranean Vegetables
Italian Raspberry Ripple Dessert
So the children don’t miss out on one of their favourite lunches,
there will be a menu change on Thursday 24th September Fish fingers or Veggie Sausage Roll
Chips, Baked Beans or Mixed Vegetables
Ice cream
Packed Lunches
If your child brings a packed lunch to school, please could you also
include a non-fizzy drink/water with their lunch. Thank you.

Parking Issues
Unfortunately, this week has seen further issues.
At the back of the school, Trafalgar Way, there are lots of cars
parked on the pavement and blocking the footpath for pushchairs and wheelchairs, forcing them into the road.
On Springfield Road, parents are using the first driveway at the
junction with Perry Street, to help perform 3-point turns as the
road is not wide enough. I’m sure you’ll agree this is both
dangerous and inconsiderate to the owner of the house.
Please can I ask you to park in sensible and safe places as I
would prefer this space in the newsletter to be for sharing news
or photos rather than nagging. Thank you for your support.

Reading Challenge
Well done to Arya Sudheer (4C) who has already achieved
her GOLD reading award, having read three books from
each of the eight different genres since the start of term and
to Rayhan Sudheer (4P) who has achieved his BRONZE
reading award, having read one book from each genre.
Magnificent reading!
50 Things To Do Before Leaving Junior School
Well done to Chloe Baker (3R) who has got off to a flying
start and already completed 10 of the 50 things!

School Website
www.buttsbury-jun.essex.sch.uk
Thank you very much to Mrs Byfield for the many hours
she spent updating the school website during the Summer
break. We endeavour to put as much information as
possible on the website so do try and have a look from time
to time. It is always a good idea to check the website for
information before ringing the School Office because you
will probably find your answer there and save yourself a
phone call.

Congratulations to our new House Captains Lions (Red) - Scarlet Nugent & Max Langshaw
Leopards - (Yellow) Aaron Bickerstaff & Heidi Webb
Panthers (Blue) - Harry Alsemgeest & Maya Tseayo
Jaguars (Green) - Caela McMorris & William Rowley
The children are looking forward to collecting the
House Points which are totalled each week and
announced on Fridays.

