Friday 16th October 2020
Next week is, unbelievably, the final week of this halfterm! It’s fantastic that we have made it through without
having to close any Bubbles - what a wonderful outcome.
As per the letter sent out on 12th October, we are once
again organising a special healthy-schools themed week,
which will focus on Health and Well-Being. During the
week, there will be lots of activities linked to promoting
health and well-being, which will include first aid, our
sponsored run for Cancer Research UK, interhouse cross
country, the Healthy Tuck Shop and #HelloYellow day.
This week’s homework also has a well-being theme. Please
do check the letter sent home for further
information (it’s also on the school website).

Midday Assistant
We are still looking to recruit additional Midday Assistants
to join our lunchtime team for 2/3 days per week.
If you are interested in this vacancy, please contact Mrs
Byfield, in the School Office for further details. Thank you.

After-School Clubs and Inclement Weather
As the weather seems to have taken rather a permanent
turn for the worse, I thought it might be helpful to remind
you (and reassure Year 3 parents) that we don’t cancel
clubs at short notice due to poor weather. We have inside
alternatives which can used such as the hall and
classrooms.
Communication with School
If you have any questions or concerns, which can’t be answered
by looking at the school website, please don’t hesitate to call the
School Office (open from 7.45am - 5.00pm Monday - Thursday
and 7.45am - 4.30pm on Fridays) as I am sure the Admin Team
will be able to assist. If you have concerns at other times, please
do feel free to drop me an email as I am fairly confident that I
could quickly put your mind at rest. This is far preferable to putting
a message on Facebook or WhatsApp as you know the response
will have come directly from the school and will therefore be the
correct answer to your question, As I am sure you are aware,
social media can lead to a variety of well-meaning responses
being shared, which are not always accurate.
My email address is: head@buttsbury-jun.essex.sch.uk.
Thank you.

Buttsbury’s Official Christmas Card
As you may recall, all the children’s Christmas card designs were entered into an internal competition to decide
which one would be this year’s official school Christmas
card. Our competition judges found the task impossibly
hard as the quality of all the cards was extremely high.
However, after much discussion, they selected the design
by Fife Abel-Idowu (6A) to be sent to the printers and
made into our official card! Well done Fife!
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Diary Dates for Next Week
School Dinners - Week 2
Healthy Schools/Well-Being Week
(Please see letter sent on 12th October for details)
Wednesday 21st October

Parents’ Evening responses due back by today
Thursday 22nd October

#HelloYellow day (wear non-uniform with something yellow - feel free to make a donation to
Young Minds if you would like to).
Friday 23rd October

School closed for joint staff training with
Buttsbury Infant School
Monday 26th October - Friday 30th October (inc.)
Half Term
Monday 2nd November

Children return to school
Assessment Week
Well done to all the children in Years 3, 4 and 5 who
admirably rose to the challenge of the various tests they
faced this week. We were very proud of their positivity and
commitment. Thank you to the year group leaders and
teachers for all the time spent planning the complex
timetables and to all the teaching assistants who
supported individual children.

Lost Property
We currently have over 15 jumpers/cardigans, a selection of
PE tops, some non-uniform items and a handful of coats in
lost property and they all have one thing in common - no
name!
I sort through the lost property every day and all the named
items are returned to class but we have no physical way of
returning unnamed items and it seems that most children are
completely unaware that they have lost anything either
which makes it all the more challenging.
Please can I ask you to make sure that every item of uniform
is named please; this is more important than ever in the
current climate.
Please note that all unnamed items will be recycled during
half-term.
Fife’s Christmas
card design right.

Face Coverings
Thank you very much for your positive response to the requirement to wear
face coverings on the school premises. Please note that face coverings must
also be worn when dropping off/picking up from before and after school clubs.
If secondary school age siblings collect, they must also wear a face covering.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Textiles Recycling
Collection Tuesday 3rd
November
Please leave bags at
the front of the
school (by the gate)
before school.
Thank you.

Rainbow Awards

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Isla Keniry
Gabriel Bowers
Annabel Reeves
Esme Pearson
Mia Eggleton
Leah McFeely
Adam Sargood
Arnav Gupta
Thomas Lovell
Olivia Shearwood
Christiana Christofi
Teddy Amos
Thomas Hall
Ben Anderson
Amelie Fairhead
Jacob Crate-Mallia
Louise Crook
Lami Omopariola
Grace Pierce
Zachary Mackenzie
Emily Gaci
Sienna Wiles
Amelie Rippon
Georgina Brown

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Daniel Thomas James Ferris Milla Poulter
Dylan McGinness Amelia Slater Blake Webb
Dylan Foley Ella Abu-Hamdan
Well done to our writing super stars!

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:

Maggie Ward Jash Dalal
Grace Pierce
Teddy Amos Kyla Butler Teddy Harding
Maxwell Bailey

Jack Cook

Maisie Burcombe

Well done to our magical mathematicians!

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:
Harry Parker Georgina Nunney Chloe Baker
Jack Hyatt Maisie Burcombe Isabel Henderson
Efe Kemal Darcey Wallis

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!

This week’s results:
1sr: Panthers - 624 points
2nd: Jaguars - 606 points
3rd: Lions - 534 points
4th: Leopards - 520 points

Well done to this week’s VIOLET awar d winner s:
Megan Forder, Zaiden Baker, Oliver Bowie, Teddy
Amos, Christiana Christofi, Samuel Sinclair, Chloe
Bowdidge, Zac Berry, George Legon, Zach Palfrey,
Oliver Thorpe, Scarlett Stone, Zak Sarfraz, Samuel
Clements, Alexander Guthrie Blunkell, Jake
Sunderland, Isabelle Sargent, Maisie Pamenter, Jack
Ahrens, PJ Fulker, Judah Savage, Alfie Hodges,
Jessica Toll, Harrison Campbell, Alex Hill, Amelia
Slater, Amelia Johnson, Vasilis Vasileiadis and
Khaled Badwilan.
Congratulations to this week’s INDIGO award
recipients:
Isaac Harding, Phoenix Gough, Layla Foley, Gabriel
Bowers, Kyla Butler, Edward Gort, Harry Parker,
Anna Christie, Jacob Norrington, Jessica Payton,
Millie Stack, Ethan Aarons, Isla Barker, Poppy
Hobbs, Sophia Lightfoot, Thomas McIlquham,
Archie Neathercoat, Max Parish, Amelie Robbshaw,
Ruby Tunstall-Legras, Ethan Bird, Mornay
Botma, Isabel Bailey, Riley Tear, Nathan Hawes,
Lavanya Soni, Ella Abu-Hamdan, Sophia Anderson,
Eddie Nunney, Elsie Johnston, Layla Asfour, Vellita
Millett, George Waters, Ada Halder, Evie Henson,
Jamie Jones, Harriet Borg, Sophie Thomas, Ollie
Alsemgeest, Cece Ross, Lola Johnston, Athina
Mitchell, Marcus Slater, Leah McFeely, Darcey
Lister, Amy Holms, Christopher Markham, Dylan
Foley, Stephanie Kharbouche, Jash Dalal, Mia
Garnett, Emily Jackson-Bridge, Louise Crook,
Benedict Guthrie-Blunkell, Emma Shelley, Rupert
Duncan, Harrison Dempsie, Ollie Stroud, Oliver
Chandra, Luke Andrews, Daisy Mears, Tilly Walsh,
Jacob Kavanagh, Edie Rowling, Ellie Lovell, Freya
Agate, Archie Austin, Edward Cushing, Alfie Gray,
Henry Webb, Kobe Keily, Daisy Barker, Sienna
Wiles, Justin Moody and Maisie Anderson.
Well done to our first BLUE award winners:
Edie Poulton, Jie Long He, Joshua Harrington,
Blake Webb and Harriet Garlick.
Schools Ministry Billericay
It was lovely to welcome Charlotte and Sue back into
school for the first time in over six months to lead our
(socially-distanced) assemblies on Wednesday. Julian,
Sue’s husband, also joined us and it was wonderful to hear
piano playing for the first time in months! Charlotte and
Sue explored the theme ‘Our School’ and the children
reflected on the unique skills and attributes that each one
brings, helping to make our school the amazing place that
it is!

Billericay Food Bank
We received a lovely email from Jim Rose, on behalf of the Billericay Food
Bank team to thank us for the generous harvest gifts and donations which will
help people throughout Billericay during current difficult times.

This week’s attendance figure is: 97.4%!

This year’s provisional attendance target is 97.8%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Classes 4C, 5M, and 6R who all had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!

Out of School Success





Well done to Daniel McGibbon (4P) who was awarded the
‘Trainer of the Week’ trophy for his football team,
Redwing Hawks.
Congratulations to Daniel Natusch (4M) who achieved his
first-ever 1st Placing in Dressage during the weekend.
Well done to Maggie Ward (3MD) who recently passed
her Yellow Belt in karate.

Year 6 visit to Layer Marney Tower
On Wednesday, Year 6 took a trip back in time - all the
way back to the Viking era when they visited Layer Marney
Tower for a full day of activities and workshops based
around their History topic. It was great to be out of school
for the day. During the day, the classes took part in four
activities. They first learnt about Viking daily life and tried
their hand at some weaving. Each class also learnt about
Viking society - they were interested to discover that although we consider the Vikings to be ruthless in their ways,
they were actually a civilised and self-sufficient people.
They took part in a ‘thing’ which was each communities’
way of settling disputes and problems (don’t panic - we did
bring back those children who were banished). They also
learnt more about Viking journeys, resulting in them
making a longship out of clay. The final activity was about
Viking weapons. After trying on some of the armoury, the
classes tried their hand at archery. They took great delight
in shooting their arrows at the barn house, although some
of us need to practise our aim.
The children all had a fantastic day and would like to thank
all the parents who joined us.

Pokemon and Other Trading Cards
Please can we remind you that Pokemon and other trading
cards should not be brought to school as unfortunately, we
have had some children falling out this week over cards.
Thank you.
Halloween
Unfortunately, the usual festivities and fun that we
associate with Halloween are going to have to be put on
hold until next year as I am not sure that rummaging
through buckets of treats and knocking on doors fall
within the government COVID guidelines. However, I
have been signposted to a great idea on Facebook. It’s a
pumpkin treasure hunt! Children could still dress up in
Halloween costumes but, instead of knocking on doors in
groups, you go on a family treasure hunt and count the
pumpkins you see in windows. You could then convert
‘pumpkins’ to small treats when you get home.
We are going to send home a large picture of a pumpkin
next week which your child might like to decorate and put
up in a window. If you put them up for the whole of halfterm, this will provide more evenings for the Pumpkin
Hunt to take place and thus reduce congestion on the
pavements on 31st October.
I completely understand that Halloween is something that
everyone participates in so please feel free to recycle the
picture if it’s not for you.
Hopefully we will still be able to have some Halloween
fun, in a safe and secure way.

50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Well done to Efe Kemal and Lucas Armsden who have
completed 10 things at home!
Congratulations to Chloe Baker who has completed 20
things!
Colchester Castle Visit
On Tuesday Year 4 enjoyed a day out at Colchester Castle. The
children loved building their own Celtic roundhouses and Roman
villas. The underground tunnels were also a favourite and the
children enjoyed learning about Boudicca whilst exploring them.
Year 4 would like to say thank you to all the adults who helped
to make the trip such a success.

Some photos from Year 4 at Colchester Castle
(above) and
Year 6 at Layer Marney Tower (below).

Pen Licences
Well done to the following children who all recently received
their pen licences:
Jessica Rendell, Rosa Stafford, Annabel Reeves, Charlie
Cooper, Isabelle Warden, Layla Foley, Daniel Henry, Henry
Chandra, Isabella Hadassi, Isla Kittridge, Arnav Gupta, Mornay
Botma, Isabel Challand, Austin Fearne, Poppy Hobbs ,Tilly
Lashmar, Edith Longlade, Archie Neathercoat, Megan Obery,
Max Parish, Louise Pocklington, Amelie Robbshaw, Rayhan
Sudheer, Grace Pierce, Lavanya Soni, Daisy Hughes, James
Lock, Henry Murphy, Michael Clements, Isla Fitch, Justin
Moody, Isabella Shipway and Hattie Walsh.

Headteacher’s Awards
Headteacher’s Awards are the highest accolade achievable
and are awarded to children who ‘demonstrate exceptional
commitment to a cause or activity showing the child has
gone above and beyond normal expectations’.
This half-term, Heateacher’s Awards have been presented
to:
Holly Breathwick for her amazing ‘Lockdown’ diary
Emily Jackson-Bridge for consistent outstanding effort
Florence Brooks for always being helpful, kind and positive
Layla Foley for being a wonderful role model for others
Charlotte Hellings, Harry Hawkins and Alexander Lee for
bringing enthusiasm, resilience and an excellent attitude to
every lesson
Sam McFeely for outstanding effort and resilience
Taylor Halfhide for an outstanding attitude towards learning
James Ivimy for consistently demonstrating exemplary
learning behaviours
William Hughes for his infectious enthusiasm and willingness
to learn

