Thursday 11th February 2021
I don’t think I have ever been as pleased to reach half-term
as I have been today. It has definitely been a challenging week
or so, with Mr Graves and I both laid up with COVID and Miss
Carroll self-isolating, having taught the Year 6 bubble last
week. Thankfully, I have still been able to work remotely and
Mrs Cheesman has done an outstanding job managing the
onsite provision, which enabled us to stay open for vulnerable
children and the children of critical workers. I am extremely
grateful to Mrs Cheesman - knowing the school was in safe
hands has definitely helped me to focus on recovery.
Mr Graves, Mr Redmill and I would all like to thank you for the
lovely ‘Get Well Soon’ messages that we received - we were
genuinely moved by your kindness. I would also like to thank
everyone for the kind offers of help, some of which even
extended to my Mum, as well. I know I say this a lot but I am
so lucky to work with such amazing families and children; very
few people are blessed with jobs that they love as much as I
do mine! The staff have also been phenomenal and stepped up
to enable us to continue to function.
Please make sure that you take a complete break from all
home-schooling during half-term and try to make the most of
being outside and getting some fresh air.
During the first lockdown, I noticed that there was often a
low feeling amongst children and parents after returning from
a break to face yet more home-schooling. To avoid this, I
would like everyone to focus on getting back into school on
Monday 8th March - which means we have a two week block of
remote learning before then. Give it everything you have got almost like a Booster Fortnight and don’t think beyond the two
weeks. This will make the return to remote learning far more
palatable. If we find that we can’t come back on 8th March all will not be lost - it will be three weeks until Easter and we
will tackle that as a three week chunk. Please don’t think of
the five week block as that is depressing!
Wishing you all a lovely half-term and hopefully I will see some
of you out and about once I am allowed out again!
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Forthcoming Diary Dates
Friday 12th February

School closed for staff training - no remote
learning
Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February (inc).
Half Term
Monday 22nd February

School closed for staff training - no remote
learning
Tuesday 23rd February

School open for children of critical workers

Remote learning begins again

School Meals - Week 1



Out of School Success
Well done to Emily Jackson Bridge (5T) who took
part in a Karate Kata online competition and won a
lovely trophy.
Please email items for
the newsletter to:
head@buttsburyjun.essex.sch.uk
Eva Moughton (3MD)
has been enjoying
making the tea for her
family. Yum!

World Book Day 2021 is almost here!
As with so many other things this year, this year will be slightly different. But different can still be fun!
On Thursday 4th March, we will be celebrating World Book Day. Each year group will arrange some reading themed
activities for the children to take part in. We are also inviting the children to dress up. Please do not order a new outfit for
this, as your child will be wearing it around the house. Instead, we are asking the children to get creative by creating a
World Book Day outfit - such as a reading themed outfit or character from a book, using only materials and clothing they
already have at home. More details and information will be shared closer to the time, but if you are looking for something crafty to do over half-term, you may want to start thinking of an outfit.
Headteacher’s Awards
Well done to the following children who were all
nominated by their class teacher to receive a
Headteacher’s Award for outstanding effort and
commitment to remote learning.
Alex Gilbert
Abigail Small
Ria Mittal
Matilda Pierce
Lucas Ramsden
Flora Noble
Felicity Chiappe
Oliver Sargood
Tom Gill
Archie Cushing
Athina Mitchell

Chloe Wang Gao (4F) has been enjoying
celebrating Chinese New Year with her
sister Elodie and her family.

This week’s winning house:
Panthers
This half-term’s winning house:
Leopards

50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Congratulations to Luke Andrews who has completed all
50 things! Well done Luke - amazing work!

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Rainbow Awards
Well done to this week’s BLUE award winners:
Gabriel Tanner, Archie Sinclair, Kushal Patel, William Solomons
and Toby Munro.
Congratulations to our GREEN award winners:
Advay Sharma, Dylan Smith, Arya Sudheer, Luana Wenborn, Millie Stack,
Connie Rumsey, Harry Vail, Billy Brass, Joey Hatchard, Alfie Healy and Abigail
Huggett.
Well done to this week’s YELLOW award winners:
Jacob Collins, Emily Crowe, George Dear, Alexander Guthrie-Blunkell,
Taylor Hayes, Jessica Jobbins, Abhir Kandigiri, Sophie Leach, Arthur
McSharry, Jessica Park, Isabelle Sargent, Molly Sutton, Megan Obery,
Ezekiel Kollabathula, Jack Hyatt, Sam Sinclair, Anna Bowden, Finlay
Cannon, Jack Cook, Brandon Crees, James Hogarth, Sebastien De Grey
Birch, Jack Simnett, Amelia Johnson, Amelia Slater, Freya Spencer, Joris
Pranevicius, Olivia Joshi, Jack Martin, Millie Brown, Max Langshaw, Ria
Mittal, Matilda Pierce, Sam Havis, Hayden Fitch, Leo Sunderland, Maisie
Anderson, William Barrett, Archie Doyle, Justin Moody and
Finley Walker.
Congratulations to our ORANGE award winners:
Amelia Violet Cole, Mason Grindrod, Ethan Bird, Isla Barker, Tilly Lashmar,
Charlie Jennings, Fraser Louden, Isabella Magee, Arnav Gupta, Liam Martin,
Jasper Smith, James Knowler, Thomas Wright and Christiana Christofi, James
Ivimy, Sophie Holms, Maisie Burcombe, Henry Murphy, Louise Crook, Alex
Curtis, Elodie Domien, Lucy Evans, Mia Garnett, Esther Davies, Lucas Ramsden,
Cece Ross, Harriet Borg, Luke Andrews, Chloe Nicel, Tilly Walsh, Emily Harris
and Georgina Harris.
Well done to this week’s RED award winners:
Carys Foulser, Erin Kelly, Buddie Blewitt, Lola Johnston, Athina Mitchell,
Archie Neathercoat, Louise Pocklington, Max Boultwood, Francis Bailey,
Jessica Payton, Leonie Fairhead, Megan Forder, Sam McFeely, Jenson Wallis,
Annabelle Wilks, Betsy Burcombe, Olivia Shearwood, William Smith, Holly
Breathwick, Amber Harbrow, Emily Jackson-Bridge, Lily Parker-Compton,
Darcey Wallis, Megan Lyons, Sienna Wiles, Henry Joyce, Christopher
Markham, Tom Pearce and Harrison Campbell.
Well-Being Challenge
For this week's inaugural Wellbeing Challenge the children were challenged to do something
that we never usually allow... tap!
They have been tapping the table with their dominant hand, or using apps in their devices to
record their taps. The children were tasked with as many taps as they could manage in 1
minute.
It was great to see so many children across all year groups taking part.
The winner, with an incredible 405 taps (we have seen the evidence) was Arthur Ogden in 4F!

Ria Mittal (6A)

Hugo Daniels (4C)

Anna (3P) and
Thomas (3E) Christie

Ethan Bird (4P)

Tom Carter (4F)

Skye Greenan (5F)

Year 3 having fun in the snow

Zara (4F) and Carys (5M)
Foulser

Millie Agate (4C)

Max Hussey
(6S)

Year 4 in the snow!

Jamie Jones (6A)
James Ivimy (3MD)

Zion Savage (6A)

Matilda Pierce (6A)

