Friday 10th September 2021
We have had a week that has been as wonderful as the
weather! We saw the return of Afternoon Tea and Top
Table and, I think for the first time in my nine years here, I
was even able to get the water pistol out (in September)
and provide a little extra excitement during the lunch
break. Our two school choirs have also started up again
and today we also had trials for the Year 6 football team.
I simply cannot put into words how wonderful it is to be
able to do things that we used to take for granted!
Curriculum Share Meetings
Thank you very much for coming along to our first
‘meetings’ of the year and our first ‘in-school’ event for over
18 months. Hopefully you found them informative and
helpful, as well as providing an opportunity for you to
officially meet your child’s new class teacher in an informal
setting. If you were unable to attend, all the details are
included in the letter that was sent out on Monday which
can be found on the ‘Year Group Pages’ of our website
but, as always, please do speak to your child’s class
teacher or me if you have any concerns at all or if you want
further clarification or details of forthcoming events.
PE Kit
Please can you make sure that your child has their PE kit
in school every day, including plimsolls for indoor PE and
trainers for outdoor PE. We seem to have quite a few
children with no kit, or only part of their kit, which means
they cannot take part in the lessons which is a great
shame. Thank you.
Secondary School Applications for September 2022
Just a further reminder to Year 6 parents that you need to
log onto essex.gov.uk/admissions in order to apply for a
secondary school place for your child. The closing date is
31st October. Thank you.
After–School Clubs
Please can we remind you to contact the School Office if
your child is unable to attend their club. Registers are taken
at the start of each session and if any children are
unaccounted for, phone calls are made home. As you can
imagine, this is very time consuming so it’s
preferable for parents to call the office instead.
Thank you, in advance, for your assistance.
Arrival at School
The earlier arrival time, from 8.30am, seems to be working
very well and it’s wonderful to see the children intently
learning at 8.40am - thank you for helping us to bring in
this change. The children are also really enjoying sharing
their class novel before lunch (Year 5/6) and after lunch
(Year 3/4). We still have a few children who are not in class
by 8.40am each day which means they are missing key
learning and their late arrival is also disruptive to the rest of
the class - please can everyone try and make sure their
children are in school by 8.40am.
Thank you for your support.

Diary Dates for Next Week
School Dinners - Week 2
Wednesday 15th September

Mayflower Roadshow for Year 6 parents and
children, 5pm, Buttsbury Junior School Hall
Friday 17th September

Jeans for Genes Day
Sunday 19th September

Gala Swimming Taster Session for Year 3 Billericay School pool, 12.30pm - 1.30pm
‘Walk to School’ Week
Just early notification (in case you need to make different
plans), the week commencing Monday 20th September is
‘Walk to School’ week. More details will follow next week.
Jeans for Genes Day
On Friday 17th September, children are invited to wear their
jeans and casual clothes, in return for a suggested donation
of £1 to support the Jeans for Genes appeal. Please note
that as PE lessons will be taking place during the day, our
usual rules for long hair and jewellery apply. Please can
children not wear crop tops, very short shorts or flip flops.
Thank you!
School Photographer
All the children had their photograph taken yesterday. The
day went very smoothly due to the excellent organisational
skills of Mrs Paige, the flexibility of staff and the superlative
behaviour of the children.
Photos and purchasing information will follow shortly.
School Website
www.buttsbury-jun.essex.sch.uk
Thank you very much to Mrs Byfield for the many hours she
spent updating the school website during the Summer break.
We endeavour to put as much information as possible on the
website so do try and have a look from time to time. It is
always a good idea to check the website for information
before ringing the School Office because you will probably
find your answer there and save yourself a phone call.
Parent Helpers
Unfortunately, we have only had one person volunteer to
come in and hear readers or help with our Book Clubs which
is a great shame as we used to have lots of parent helpers.
So, we are asking again ……..
If you are able to come into school to help in a voluntary role,
we would love to hear from you.
If you are able to come in and help, please could you email
Mrs Risley in the School Office - jrisley@buttsburyjun.essex.sch.uk, stating which day of the week would suit
you best and whether you are interested in hearing
readers or leading a book club. We would provide ‘training’
for both roles. Thank you, in advance, for your help.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Kobe Keily
Amelia Slater
Blake Webb
VasilisVasileiadis
Ava Quincey
Summer Robinson
Grace Pierce
Henry Buckle
Georgie Hodges
Teddy Harding,
Jackson Tappin
Isabella Hadassi
Luana Wenborn
Annabelle Wilks
Liam Martin
Layla Foley
Rosa Stafford
Daniel Thomas
Edie Poulton
Eloise Minto
Jie Long He
Maisie Burcombe
Alex Gilbert
Georgina Nunney
This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Holly Breathwick Liam Wiltshire
Lavanya Soni James Knowler Amaya Weeks
Sam McFeely Ayra Ahmed Jessica Bowie
Well done to our writing super stars!
This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:

Finlay Cannon Olivia Tappin Frankie Trott
Elsie Johnston Lavanya Soni Tom Pearce
Sofia Tseng Danni Obery Liam Wiltshire
Well done to our magical mathematicians!
This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:

Ruby Collier Ben Anderson Isabel Bailey
Thomas Wright Arnav Gupta Ryan Crawford
Kaua Ferreira Melo Thomas Anderson

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!
50 Things to Do Before Leaving Junior School
Well done to Samuel Hall (3F) who had a very busy
weekend and completed the first 10 things in just 2 days!
Well done also to Jessica Cambridge (4S) who has
completed both her 30 and 40 things awards.
I wonder how many children can complete all 50
things this year?
Attending Face to Face School Events
Following a webinar with Clare Kershaw (Director of
Education, Essex) and Mike Gogarty (Director of Public
Health, Essex) earlier this week, we have been advised to
request that all parents who are attending a face to face
school event, undertake a lateral flow test on the day of the
event. Therefore, we would be grateful if you could follow
this request for events such as the Mayflower Roadshow.

Afternoon Tea
After eighteen months of closure, Buttsbury Junior School’s
staffroom transformed once again into Hotel Buttsbury on
Thursday afternoon and we welcomed guests for afternoon
tea once again!
Each child has been allocated a number (to keep things
simple, the numbers represent their position in the class
register) and one number will be chosen, randomly, each
week. The child, with the chosen number, from each class is
then invited to afternoon tea in the Staff Room, with Mr
Graves and myself, where we will enjoy squash, cakes and
chocolate biscuits! The children bring with them a piece of
work that they are particularly proud of, to share with Mr
Graves and me. The photos (below) are from yesterday’s
afternoon tea. The event was a great success and it was a
delight to hear the children talking with such pride about their
learning, especially after such a long break from being able
to organise this event.

Reading Challenge
To help promote a love of reading and encourage children
to read a wide range and variety of books, we introduced
our ‘Reading Challenge’ just under two years ago. It is a
great award for the children to work towards and, last year,
many children attained not only their Bronze Award, but
their Silver and Gold Award too.
There are eight different genres of books - Animals, WellLoved Authors, Historical, Mysteries, Stories with a Hero or
Heroine, Fantasy, Adventure/Action and Humour. Children
need to read one book from each genre to receive their
Bronze Award; two for their Silver and three for their Gold
Award. Reading Challenge Awards are presented at the end
of each term.
The Reading Challenge sheets are in the back of your
child’s Literacy Homework Book; they are also on the school
website, on the Year Group Pages. Please note that the
texts listed are just examples of that genre; feel free to
select other books for each genre if you prefer.

This week’s winning house:

Lions
Top Table
This week, the children chosen
by the Midday Assistants to sit
at the ‘Top Table’ were:
Maggie Ward
Abigail Huggett
Henry Buckle
Megan Obery
Daniel Thomas

Well done for being selected!

This week’s attendance figure is: 98.4%!

This year’s provisional attendance target is 97.8%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 4P who had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!











Out of School Success
Well done to Alexander Marsh (4S), Timothy Madders (4S)
and Charlie Cooper (4F) who were all part of a recent tournament winning team at Billericay Cricket Club.
Last Wednesday, Alfie Hodges (6D) and his Dad went in
search of an injured deer that they had found out about
through social media. After a long search in the dark, they
found the deer and took it to Essex Wildlife Hospital for
treatment.
Congratulations to Isabella Rebel (5R) who won a number
of tennis tournaments during the Summer, including the 9U
and 10U girls’ singles at the Essex County Championships
which makes her a double county champ!
Well done to Anastasia Markelova (3F) who recently passed
her Piano Entry Level Award for Trinity College London.
Congratulations to Amelie Rippon (6R) who auditioned for a
show at The Towngate Theatre, We Will Rock You and
successfully got offered a part.
Well done to Dexter Broom (3P) who has moved up to Blue
Hats in swimming.
Congratulations to James Lyons (3E) who received a medal
in football training for great listening and tackling.

50 Things To Do Before Leaving Junior School
This morning, we spoke to the children about our ‘50 Things To Do
Before Leaving Junior School’. For children in Years 4, 5 and 6, this
was just to refresh their memories and re-energise their efforts, now
they are a school year older. For our Year 3 children, it was all new!
The booklet was developed by representatives from all the School
Councils across the schools in Billericay and contains 50 activities
that the children can complete both in and out of school. Some of
the tasks may be quite straightforward whilst others are a little
more challenging.
Examples of tasks: Build a sandcastle, cook a meal, tie a lace, face
a fear.
When the children have completed each task they need to provide
photo evidence to show their class teacher. The class teacher will
then sign and date the booklet and award the child with a gold star.
There will be coloured certificates awarded for every 10, 20, 30 and
40 stars earnt. If the child completes ALL 50 tasks then they will
earn themselves a GOLD certificate and a non-uniform day for
themselves and a friend!!The children all have their own copy of the
booklet but there is an electronic version attached with this
newsletter too.
We look forward to seeing who can achieve all 50 challenges.

Congratulations to our new House Captains Lions (Red) - Henry Webb & Amy Tear
Leopards - (Yellow) Logan Ellis & Eloise Minto
Panthers (Blue) - Amelie Fairhead & Tom Pearce
Jaguars (Green) - Stephanie Kharbouche
& Gabriel Tanner
The children are looking forward to collecting the
House Points which are totalled each week and
announcing the results during our assembly on
Friday, as well as their many other duties.
London Marathon
In January 2020, I celebrated my 50th birthday and,
to mark this special year, one of the things I planned
to do was run the London Marathon. Sadly, after
many weeks of training, my plans were blighted due
to COVID-19 lockdowns which led to the event
being postponed to October 2021. So, I have been
training in earnest, have completed the obligatory
20 mile run, and am looking forward to tapering and
carbo-loading in a couple of weeks!
I am running the marathon for The Brentwood
Catholic Children’s Society who provide vital health
and well-being support in schools across Essex and
East London - they don’t just provide support for
Catholic schools - and they provide counselling for
children in Buttsbury too.
If you would like to sponsor me, my fundraising
page can be found at:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/annrobinson10
Many of you very generously sponsored me when I
was preparing for the marathon in April 2020;
please don’t sponsor me again!
Thank you for your support - I’ll share my race
number when I have it as I believe you can track me
online … should you wish to!
Fun Spelling Activities
During the first lockdown, Jamie Jones, who is now
in Year 7 at Southend High School for Boys and his
Mum created a very exciting way to practise your
weekly spellings. They set up an online database
with all the weekly spellings and created online
features to help with learning, such as flashcards,
word puzzles and a spelling pyramid worksheet. The
website proved to be very popular and lots of
children are still using the resources to practise their
most recent spellings. Jamie and his Mum have
updated the site to include all of this term’s spellings
which will be available from next week. It’s a brilliant
resource and I’d really encourage you to visit the site
and try some of the different activities. I have
attached a letter providing details of how to access
the activities with this newsletter.
We are very grateful to Jamie and his Mum for
continuing to provide this wonderful resource.

