Friday 17th December 2021
I can’t believe that I am preparing the final newsletter of the
year as it only seems like yesterday that we were
returning to school for the start of the Autumn Term.
Barring the small COVID blip in the week before half-term, I
feel it has been a very successful term which has seen
school life virtually return to normal, with activities like;
whole school assemblies, sports events, plays and Harvest
Festivals/Carol Services with ‘live’ audiences, choir
performances, welcoming back visitors and going on visits with the highlight for me, being the whole school
pantomime! What a term!
Sadly, during our assembly this morning, we said our final
‘farewell’ to Miss Miller, as she leaves us to explore
different avenues outside of the teaching profession. Thank
you very much for your very generous donations towards
her leaving gifts. We wish her health and happiness in her
future endeavours.
I would like to thank everyone involved in the life of
Buttsbury School for their commitment and support children, parents, staff, trustees and local community
members too - we are very lucky to have such a great
team. We have achieved so much as a result of your
dedication and drive.
All that remains now is for me to wish you a very Happy
Christmas and a prosperous New Year!
Headteacher’s Awards
Well done to the following children who have all been
awarded Headteacher’s Awards this half-term.
Heath Harlow, Florence Brooks, Elsie Johnston, Sophia
Anderson, Lacey Gordon, Nancy Dormer, Holly Bubb,
Alex Curtis, Dylan McGinness, Russell Salvatore, Hugo
Daniels, Sophie Sinnott, Hetty Fearne, Hattie Garlick,
Holly Breathwick and Amy Tear.
Headteacher’s Awards are the most prestigious award a
child can receive and children are nominated by their
teachers for going ‘above and beyond’ expectation.
Footwear
Just a reminder that children should we wearing black
shoes to school unless there is a medical reason which
should be evidenced by a letter from a doctor.

Diary Dates
School Meals - Week 1
Tuesday 4th January

Children return to school
Friday 7th January

Non-Uniform Day for Year 6 (winners of Xmas
raffle)
Monday 10th January

3.30pm - 5.00pm Update Parents’ Meetings for
children who are slightly below their target level.

Christmas Carol Services
Thank you very much to everyone who was able to join us
yesterday for our Christmas Carol Services - a really
poignant way to bring the term to a close. I hope that you
enjoyed listening to the children's class contributions and
their singing. Well done to all the children who were as
confident and enthusiastic as ever and thank you to
Reverend Fowler for her inspiring talk during the services
and to the church wardens and volunteers at Christ Church.
Thank you also for your generous donations for Little Havens
Children’s Hospice. My final thanks go to the staff team for all
their hard work in preparing the children so admirably
at the end of a very long and tiring term!
Disaster Management
On Tuesday, Year 5 had a special visit from Mr Rutter, who
works for Fords Constraints Department. He told the children
about issues that companies can face due to natural, manmade and accidental disasters, which linked with their
Geography topic about tectonic plates. The children were
split into teams from around the world and discussed how
they would solve manufacturing and transport problems
which could arise following a natural disaster. They had a
great time applying the knowledge they had learnt in class to
solving real-life problems. We would like to say a special
thank you to Mr Rutter for giving up his time to visit us.

Gateway Community Radio Station
On Tuesday, ten members of our Year 5 choir visited
Gateway Radio Station in Basildon to sing some Christmas
songs and carols. As always, the children’s behaviour was
exemplary and they were a true credit to the school.
Thank you very much to Mrs Alderman and Mrs Dean for
accompanying the children with me. If you’d like to hear a
recording of the children singing live on Gateway FM,
please click on the ‘Children’ tab on our website and then
select ‘Bulletin’. I am sure you will enjoy it!

This term’s attendance figure is: 97.2%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.2%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 4P who had the highest attendance this term - 98.6% Congratulations!

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Out of School Success
Well done to Ethan Tyler (4P) and Jack Tyler (4M) who
achieved their Yellow Belts in kickboxing on Sunday.
Congratulations to Elsie Orchard (5T) who took part in her first
-ever horse riding show on Sunday, taking part in two rounds,
which even included jumping!
Well done to Teddy Amos (4M) who performed Silent Night on
the piano at The United Reformed Church in Billericay on
Sunday for his music school.
Congratulations to Olivia Storey (3P) who has moved up a
level in swimming and is now a Stingray.
Well done to Jasper Wood (3M) who took part in his first live
music concert on Sunday, where he played Soldier’s March
on guitar to a live audience.
Congratulations to James Lyons (3E) who received the ‘Man
of the Match’ award on Saturday for his football team, Perry
Street Reds, helping them win 4-1.
Well done to Daniel Natusch (5UF) who participated in a
Christmas Jumping Competition at the weekend and got
placed 4th with a clear round.

Inter-House ‘Name That Tune’
Last week, all of the children took part in an Inter-House
‘Name That Tune’ competition. The children loved competing
against one another and testing their knowledge of the world
of music!
The winners are:
Year 3 - Lions, Year 4 - Panthers,
Year 5 - Jaguars Year 6 - Jaguars
The overall winners were: Jaguars
Well done to everyone who took part!
Christmas Raffle
Thank you very much to all the staff members who donated
prizes for the raffle and to the Friends’ Association who
donated the main prize! We raised £688.70 altogether with
Year 6 winning overall by raising £208.10
It was a lovely way to end the term!
3M Parents to Lunch
On Wednesday, we welcomed the parents of children in 3M
to lunch. It was a lovely occasion and everyone seemed to
really enjoy their lunch! Thank you to all the staff who
helped with the organisation of the event.
School Dinner Menu
I met with Jo, our Catering Manager, on Tuesday, to talk
through the findings of the recent parent and children
questionnaires. They were the most positive questionnaires
that we have reviewed in the nine years that Jo and I have
both been at Buttsbury so it was very difficult to find any
changes to make in terms of the menu; therefore we decided
to leave it as it is for now but, we will, of course, keep things
under review as the new term progresses.

Rainbow Awards
Congratulations to this week’s INDIGO award
recipients:
Toby Pickett, and Amy Holms.
Well done to our BLUE award winners:
Poppy Higgs, Holly Ward, Christiana Christofi, Olivia
Shearwood, Eva Moughton, Teddy Harding, Isabella
Hadassi, Samuel Clements, Isla Fitch, Taylor Hayes,
Ruby Tunstall-Legras, Daisy Barker, Hana Carter,
Tommy Cripps, Lucy Evans, Russell Salvatore,
Daisy Thompson, James Hogarth, Maisie McCarthy
and Alfie Stringer.
Congratulations to this week’s GREEN award
winners:
Tilly Lashmar, Amelie Robbshaw, Hetty Fearne,
Beau Cunningham, Laurel Beaumont, Isla Clifford,
Ella Goodenough, Leo McDougall, Samuel Watson,
Olivia Rees, Zachary Russell, Jack Hyatt, Michael
Clements, Christopher Johnson, Justin Moody,
Daniel Natusch, Georgina Brown, Maisie Burcombe,
Carys Foulser, Eliza Hobden, Danni Obery, Tom
Pearce, Amaya Weeks, Florence Barrett, James
Bilton, Grace Brockwell, Jamie Collyer, Lauren
Crook, Olivia Cullen, Harry Ekers, Ruby Ellis, Emelia
Giddings, Maxwell Green, Cameron Grindrod, Jasper
Jenkins, Archie Kavanagh, James Lyons, Georgina
Mason, Larry Mitchell, Amelie Moore, Ewan Muller,
Louie Omer, Charles Vail, Anna Weddell, Elliana
Wilkins, Rosie Carroll, Violet Costello, Louie
Kavanagh, David McConnell , James Natusch,
Isabelle Nethercoat, Miller Rutledge, Amber Sargant,
William Stafford, Oliver Townsend, Jasper Wood,
Holly Breathwick, Louise Crook, Taylor Halfhide,
Esme Pearson, Amelie Rippon, Amelia Slater Amy
Tear, Blake Webb, Eloise Higdon, Aaron Barnes,
Kimberley Brathwaite, Amy Clarke, Jasmine Faris,
Eloise Mills, Archie Pearce, Charlie Murray, Scarlett
Metcalfe, Thomas Lovell, Isabella Magee, Sam
McFeely, Jenson Wallis, Annabelle Wilks and Ruby
Price.

Reading Rewards
Well done to: Holly Lague, Thomas Wright, Isabel Bailey,
Daniel Thomas, Jessica Payton, Annabel Reeves, Isabelle
Warden, Claire Senior, Tom Gill, Felicity Chiappe and Amy
Tear who all managed to read a book from each genre in
our Reading Reward charts and were presented with their
Bronze Reading badge today in recognition of their
commitment to reading.
Congratulations to Tom Gill who not only achieved his
Bronze Award, but his Silver and Gold awards too - now
that is a lot of reading!

3PR Results
Thank you for helping your child to earn 3PR tokens by following the
3 Parking Rules! Here are the results so far:
This week: 1st - 6D, 6A and 5R (32); 2nd - 5M (31); 3rd - 5T (30)
This half-term: 1st - 6A (209); 2nd - 6S (195); 3rd - 5T (190)
Overall this year: 1st - 6S (280); 2nd - 6A (277); 3rd - 5T (267)
Well done to our winning classes.
100% Attendance
Congratulations to the 208 children who had 100% attendance this term that’s just over a third of the school so pretty impressive!! Well done!

This week’s winning house:
Lions
Overall, the winners this half-term were:
Leopards
As a reward, the children in Leopards will
be given 20 minutes extra lunch break on
Friday 7th January! Well done!

