Friday 18th March 2022
I don’t think I will ever tire of saying ‘it’s been a busy week
for us’ as I think that’s one of the things that is so special
about our school. I know it makes it challenging for parents
and staff as it seems like there is always something
happening but, the quality of education which we provide,
as a result of constantly going that extra mile, is,
‘exceptional’. This is the word that Andrew Binnell (our
School Improvement Partner) used at least 8 times when
he was feeding back to the Senior Leadership Team
following a recent monitoring visit to the school which
focused on the quality of teaching in science. He was
particularly impressed by the consistency of the high
quality provision. We also had a peer review undertaken by
two local headteachers last week which looked specifically
at Maths. They were equally impressed, and singled out
the high-quality systems we have in place, as well as the
beautiful environment. Feedback like this is wonderful to
receive and reflects the continued hard work and
commitment of our dedicated staff team, our amazing
children and the support of parents and Trustees.
Staffing News
Sadly, Mrs Abbott will be leaving Buttsbury Junior School at
the end the Spring Term. She has secured an exciting new
position at the school she taught at prior to coming to
Buttsbury, six years ago, Northwick Park Primary School.
Within her new role, Mrs Abbott will teach Maths and
Literacy sets during the morning; during the afternoon, she
will lead Forest School sessions each day. Those of you
that know Mrs Abbott, will be aware that Forest School is a
passion of hers, so, in many ways, she has secured her
dream role. Mrs Abbott has made a great contribution to
the lives of both children and staff at Buttsbury Junior
School during her time with us and I know that she will be
greatly missed by us all.
Following a successful interview in February, I am pleased
to tell you that Miss Annie Watson will be joining our staff
team after Easter, and will teach 6A and Mrs Abbott’s
maths set. Miss Watson is currently teaching at a school in
Kent but will be relocating to Essex at Easter.
Miss Carroll will be returning from her maternity leave after
Easter too and will initially work alongside Miss Watson in
6A.
I am sure that you would like to join me in thanking Mrs
Abbott her hard work at Buttsbury and wishing her good
luck in her exciting new role. If you would like to make a
contribution to Mrs Abbott’s leaving collection, this can be
done via your child’s Parent Pay account.

Diary Dates for Next Week
School Dinners - Week 2
Wednesday 23rd March
•
Year 4 parents who need to hand in medication
for Danbury Park to hand in at 3.30pm in 5T,
with the completed medication form.
Thursday 24th March
•
Year 4 Residential Visit to Danbury Park please come to school at the usual time
•
3P ‘Parents Evening’ - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Friday 25th March
•
Year 4 return from Danbury Park at 4.00pm
(approx.)
Year 6 Mock SATS Week
A big well done to all our Year 6 pupils this week as they
tackled their last mock test week before the SATS week in
May. The children all appeared well prepared and
confidently worked through the Maths and English papers.
Thank you to Miss Derrick and Mrs Cheesman for organising
the week.
Comic Relief
Thank you for supporting our Comic Relief Charity Day. It
was great to see the school emblazoned in red and so many
red noses everywhere! Thank you to Miss McCarty and the
School Council for organising the day and for selling the red
noses. I am delighted to inform you that we raised £1,106.90
which is fabulous!

Parking Issues
Sadly we’ve had some problems reported again this week.
The first one relates to the area at the back of the school Trafalgar Way/Westbourne Gardens - where last Friday, a
car parked literally across the pavement, at right-angles to
the road, completely blocking the pavement. At the front of
the school, a resident had their driveway completely
blocked by a parked car.
Please can I urge everyone to park more courteously.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

School Uniform - Footwear
Please can I remind you that children should be wearing black shoes
to school. Unfortunately we seem to have an ever-increasing number
of children wearing either boots or trainers which does have an
impact on the ‘smart’ school which we usually see. If your child has a
medical reason for needing to wear trainers, please can you send a
copy into the School Office.
Billericay Schools’ Music Festival
On Tuesday and Wednesday evening, the Year 5/6 Choir took part
in the Billericay Schools’ Music Festival at the Towngate Theatre.
The evening was entitled ‘One World’ and, as the title suggests,
celebrated a wide variety of songs that linked to the world that we
live in. The children had worked very hard to put the show together.
It was all worth it on the evening as it resulted in a fantastic show!
We also had three talented children tap dance to one of the songs
(Amy-Leigh James, Ruby Collier and Flora Noble) and Chloe Wang
Gao - who is only 9 years old - mesmerised the audience when she
played ‘The River Flows in You’ on the piano; a Grade 6/7 piece of
music! I would like to thank the many adults who helped with the
rehearsals as well as the show itself and Charley-May James (a
former pupil of Buttsbury) who choreographed the dancing and gave
up several lunch times to practise with the dancers.
A special mention must go to the children for their hard work with
learning their words and attending numerous rehearsals. Leading the
Year 5/6 choir is literally the highlight of the week for me and I was
bursting with pride.

Year 5 Visit to West Stow
Year 5 had the pleasure of visiting the Anglo-Saxon
replica village at West Stow this week - exploring a
variety of model houses, examining the amazing
architectural techniques of the Anglo-Saxon period
and getting a real insight into what life might have
been like during the time. The children were able to
see some of the weaving, thatching and wattle and
daub techniques that they have been learning
about in DT, gaining some inspiration for our own
replica houses that they have been building. As
well as this, upon visiting the on-site museum, the
children were able to hold and examine some of the
primary artefacts uncovered at West Stow and
were amazed by the skill of the Anglo-Saxon
craftsmen and women.
What a great day everyone had!

Mothers’ Day Sale
The Mothers’ Day sales were very popular this
week with the children literally spoilt for choice - I
won’t say any more though as I’d hate to spoil the
surprise! Thank you very much to the members of
our Friends’ Association who organised the sale
and for their hard work with the purchasing,
wrapping and selling of gifts.
We hope you like your present!

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Lucas Armsden
Nathan Hawes
Frankie Stapleton
Thomas Wright
Daniel Henry
Olivia Shearwood
Judah Savage
Billy Brass
Erin Kelly
Brandon Crees
Sophie Lee
Albert Stevenson
Jasper Smith
Annabel Reeeves
Alexa Maxwell-Smith Phoenix Gough
Emily Jackson Bridge Fraser Louden
Henry Webb
Finlay Cannon
Poppy Dackombe
Henry Joyce
- Thomas Pearce
Tommy Cripps

Dance Festival
Miss Paine and some children in Year 3 and 4 had the opportunity to go over to Mayflower School on Thursday
morning to take part in a fun Dance Festival. The Year 8
dance students from Mayflower led an exciting warm up
and then performed a fantastic dance for the children to
learn and then perform in groups. The children did
amazingly well performing their dance and they thoroughly
enjoyed their experience - before we had even left, they
were already asking when the next one is!
Thank you to Miss Paine, Mrs Willis, Mrs Rivas and Mrs
Lobb for accompanying the children.

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Emily Gaci Louis Domien Amelia Johnson
Christopher Markham Leon Whitby
Isaac Harding Esme Pearson Georgina Brown

Well done to our writing super stars!

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:

Georgie Hodges

James Huskie

Lucy Evans

Jacob Crate-Malia Vellita Millett Brandon Crees

Max Boultwood Tommy Cripps Olivia Joshi
Well done to our magical mathematicians!

Afternoon Tea
Yesterday another 16 excited children arrived at the Staff
Room, clutching their favourite piece of work so far this year!
Whilst the children clearly enjoy the lovely refreshments
provided, it’s always a treat for us to listen to the children
talk with pride about their work and also to hear the excellent
questions that the other children pose.

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:
George Brooks Chloe Bowdidge Poppy Barker
Lily Parker-Compton Annabelle Wilks
Jessica Payton Jack Martin
Carys Foulser

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!

This week’s winning house:

Lions

Top Table

This week, the children
chosen by the Midday Assistants
to sit at the ‘Top Table’ were:

Pen Licences
Well done to Holly Ward (3P)
who received her Pen Licence this week.

Joseph Borg
Archie Williams
Lami Omopariola
Frankie Trott
Kobe Keily

This week’s attendance figure is: 96.5%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.2%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 5T who had the highest attendance this week - 99.4%! Congratulations!

Rainbow Awards
Congratulations to this week’s BLUE award winners:
Chloe Bowdidge

Alfie Healy

Well done to this week’s GREEN award recipients:
Seb De Gray Birch
Alexa Maxwell-Smith

Brandon Crees
Kaua Ferreira Melo

Danny Sullivan
James Huskie

Ayra Ahmed
Charlie Jennings

Congratulations to our YELLOW award winners:
Teddy Harding
Olivia Shearwood
Scarlett Valk

Betsy Burcombe
Thomas Christie
Francis Bailey

Luella Cronjaeger
Nikita Moskalonoks

Bobby Taylor
Caitlin Rae

Well done to this week’s ORANGE award recipients:
Christiana Christofi
Zachary Russell
Zaiden Baker
Daniel Blyth Tancock
Evie Andrews
Taylor Halfhide
Max Sawyer
Anastasia Markelova
Tommy Cripps
Georgina Nunney

Jack Tyler
Holly Ward
Oliver Bowie
Dylan Knowler
Josh Bateman
Josh Harrington
Henry Webb
Matthew Hughes
Dylan Foley
Daisy Thompson

Rory Coshell
Rosie Gould
Samuel Clements
Jessica Rendell
Louise Crook
Kobe Keily
Grace Willbourne
Oliver Hughes
William Hughes
Darcey Wallis

Henry Buckle
Sophie Trainer
Isla Fitch
Isabelle Warden
Logan Ellis
Amelie Rippon
Sienna Wiles
Felicity Chiappe
Ethan Lewis

Congratulations to this week’s RED award winners:
James Ivimy
Laurel Beaumont
Harley Phillips
Elodie Domien
Nellie Amos
Johnny McQueen
Freddie Beckwith
Michael Clements
Georgina Brown

Christopher, Markham
Jeremy Layton
Advay Sharma
Megan Forder
Callum Horton
James Natusch
Justin Moody
Christopher Johnson
Eliza Hobden

Freya Spencer
Ryan Martin
Jie Long He
Alex Marsh
Moraya Kemp
Louie Parnell
Daniel Natusch
Isla Keniry
Thomas Pearce

Jessica Bowie
Emily O'Keefe
Charlotte Seeney
Annabelle Wilks
Emily Legon
Jasper Wood
Isabella Shipway
Alex Drew

The next non-uniform day for new RED award winners is Friday 25th March;
for Year 4 it is Friday 1st April.







Out of School Success
Well done to Alannah Cronin and Bonnie
Atkinson Lassmman (both 3E) who both recently
took part in the show ‘Fame’ at The Towngate
Theatre.
Congratulations to Amy Viard (3M) who came
2nd in her second-ever horse riding cross poles
event.
Well done to Daniel Thomas (4F) who was
awarded ‘Player of the Week’ at rugby, for his
team, The Billericay Bees.
Congratulations to Nancy Dormer (4S) who
recently auditioned for the Jack and the Beanstalk pantomime at The Billericay Theatre and
has been selected to rehearse with the adult cast
and to perform in all of the performances in June!

Cricket Taster Sessions
4M and 4P were lucky enough to enjoy a fun
and insightful cricket taster session on
Thursday afternoon in the sunshine. Each
class had a session with qualified cricket
coach, Mr Adlum, and were taught how to
field, throw and bat! Over the next few weeks,
all our classes will get the chance to take part
in a taster session.

