Friday 1st April 2022
I think the active week we’ve ended the term on pretty
much reflects the whole of the Spring Term - busy, busy,
busy! Like all schools, we have faced challenges this term,
largely due to staff sickness and I am very grateful for your
patience and understanding. I have come to dread my
phone ringing in the morning as I know it only means one
thing - more COVID and less staff in school! However, the
support that you have shown has genuinely helped as you
recognise that we are doing our best in the face of
adversity and have resisted the temptation to grumble. I
would again like to thank the staff for their flexibility and
hard work - many have had to step up into different roles
at very short notice.
Sadly, today we say farewell to Mrs Abbott and also to Mrs
Smith. We wish them continued success in their new roles.
After Easter, we will also be saying ‘goodbye’ to Mrs
Risley, our Admin Officer, as she has secured a role in a
doctor’s surgery which is in the village she lives in. We
wish her happiness and success in her new role and lots
of lie ins, as she won’t have a 40 minute journey each
morning! If you would like to contribute to her leaving
collection, please send a donation into the School Office,
in an envelope marked ’Mrs Risley’s Leaving Collection’.
Two years later than planned, I will hopefully be travelling
to South Africa on Monday, with my family, to celebrate my
50 + 2 birthday. My laptop is not coming with me so please
be patient if I don’t reply to emails whilst I am away - as I
am going to be hiking, cycling, zip wiring and on safari!
On behalf of the staff, children and trustees, I would like to
wish you all a lovely, peaceful Easter holiday!

Forthcoming Diary Dates
School Dinners - Week 1 - NEW MENU
Monday 4th April

Year 6 Easter Revision Day: 9.00am - 3.00pm
Tuesday 19th April

Children return to school
Wednesday 20th April

Non-Uniform Day for Year 3 - their reward for
raising the most money in the Easter raffle

Isle of Wight meeting - Main Hall - Year 6
parents and children - 7pm
Friday 22nd April

Early commemoration of St. George’s Day details below
Friday 22nd April - St. George’s Day Commemorations
To commemorate our patron saint (one day early) there will
be a special themed lunch for the children to enjoy and in
addition, if your child is a member of a uniformed
organisation, e.g. brownies, cubs, guides, scouts, girls’
brigade, boys’ brigade, then they may wear their
organisation's uniform instead of their school uniform, if they
wish. Please note that this is not a non-uniform day; all other
children should wear their school uniform. Thank you.

100% Attendance
This term we had an astounding 214 children with 100%
attendance! A magnificent number! Well done to all
these children who managed to dodge the bugs and
viruses this term - they have been presented with special
certificates! Keeping to the theme of attendance, please
can I urge you not to book holidays in term time as they
almost certainly cannot be authorised. Please refer to the
School’s Attendance Policy (on the website) for further
details. Thank you.
Year 3/4 Choir
Last night, the Year 3/4 choir performed their concert ‘Jack
and the Beanstalk’ to their parents and relatives. The
children had worked exceptionally hard throughout the term,
practising and preparing for the concert, with all but the final
few rehearsals being held during their lunch break. The
children sang, acted and danced with great confidence, truly
captivating the audience. I would like to congratulate the
children on their high-quality performance - I was immensely
proud of them. I would like to thank Mrs Cheesman for her
assistance with the choir and the dancers; Mrs Carter for
helping with the rehearsals, our Year 6 children - Eliza
Hobden, Flora Noble, Erin Kelly, Danni Obery, Georgina
Brown and Darcey Lister - for choreographing and teaching
the dancing; and the parents for providing the
children’s entrancing costumes. It was a great team effort.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Easter Raffle and Competition
The hall was literally alive with excitement on Wednesday
morning when we drew the tickets for our Easter raffle. As well as
the main prizes, we also had 68 Easter eggs and a basket full of
crème eggs as prizes which had all been donated by members of
staff. I would like to thank the staff for rising to (and exceeding)
the challenge I set for them of managing to collect 60 eggs!
To add to the fun and competitive nature of the raffle, the year
group which raised the most money also earned themselves a
non-uniform day on Wednesday 20th April.
The results are as follows:
Year 3 - £143.74
Year 4 - £136.00
Year 5 - £137.00
Year 6 - £138.50
So, congratulations to Year 3 on earning their non-uniform day
and thank you to all the children who helped sell tickets.
As well as the raffles, we also announced the winner of the
‘Guess the number of eggs in the jar’ competition. Altogether
there were 159 eggs and the competition was won by Isabelle
Oldland (3P).
The competition raised £64.40 which means that, overall,
our Easter fun has raised £619.44 for the Friends’ Association!
Thank you for supporting our events!
.

Headteacher’s Awards
Well done to the following children who have all been
awarded Headteacher’s Awards this half-term:
Charlotte Seeney, Christopher Markham, Freya
Spencer, Lami Omopariola, Max Parish, Sophie
Bickerstaff, Nicole Howlett, Mason Grindrod,
Jeremy Layton, Ryan Martin, Efe Kemal, Sam
McFeely and Connie Rumsey.
Headteacher’s Awards are the most prestigious award
a child can receive and children are nominated by their
teachers for going ‘above and beyond’ expectation.

Yellow and Blue - Fundraising Day for Ukraine
The children and staff enjoyed wearing yellow and blue
on Wednesday and we raised £622.60 to support
families affected by the conflict in Ukraine.
Thank you for your generous donations.

Happy Mothers’ Day
Last week, the children in Year 3 who attended Pyramid Club
made beautiful Mothers’ Day gift bags for their Mums. As you
can see, the children were, quite rightly, very proud of their
achievements.
New Menu
The Spring/Summer menu has been circulated via
Parentmail. We have tried, as far as possible, to incorporate
the views of both children and parents alike and hopefully
the new menu is to everyone’s liking! We have also
introduced some new recipes for the children to try so
please do encourage them to broaden their taste buds.
We will run it for a complete three-week cycle and then ask
both parents and children to complete a short questionnaire
and make amendments, if appropriate.

Afternoon Tea
We just had 12 children arriving at the Staff Room for
Afternoon Tea this week, as Year 5 were at Danbury Park.
Whilst the children clearly enjoy the lovely refreshments
provided, it’s always a treat for me to listen to the children
talk with pride about their work and also to hear the excellent
questions that the other children pose. Just in case anyone
is worried, we organise ‘Catch Up’ afternoon tea in July for
anyone who has missed out.

Top Table

This week, the children chosen
by the Midday Assistants to sit
at the ‘Top Table’ were:

Alfie Stringer
Emily Gaci
Poppy Hobbs
Harley Phillips
Isla Vernon

This week’s winning house:
Jaguars
The winning house for this half-term is:
Lions
They will enjoy 20 minutes extra lunch
break on Friday 22nd April.

This year’s attendance figure to date is: 97.0%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.2%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 5M who have the highest attendance this year so far - 98.%! Congratulations!

Year 4 Assembly
After an action-packed week at Danbury, Year 4 were hard
at work this week rehearsing their assembly for parents. On
Thursday, the parents were invited in to share in some of the
children's best experiences from the trip. The parents were
treated to the children's acrostic poems about the activities,
drama sketches to relive their best parts and numerous
memories from their trip. Well done to all the children in
Year 4 for entertaining their parents so confidently and in
such a fun manner!
Schools Ministry Assembly
On Wednesday, we were fortunate to have our assembly
led by Sally, from the School's Ministry Team. With us
approaching the Easter holidays, it was an opportunity to
reflect on the story of Easter and the message of hope and
optimism. No School's Ministry Assembly is ever complete
without active audience participation and as ever the children duly, obliged.

Reading Rewards
Well done to the following children who all managed to read a book from each genre in our Reading Reward charts and
were presented with their BRONZE Reading badge this week in recognition of their commitment to reading.
Emily O'Keefe - 3P
Ayra Ahmed - 4F
Jasper Smith - 4S
Nathan Hawes - 4P
Poppy Briggs - 4P
Eddie Nunney - 4P
Oliver Thorpe - 4P
Georgie Hodges - 4P
Grace Pierce - 4P
Sam Sinclair - 4M
Chloe Bowdidge - 4M
Justin Moody - 5UF
Isabel Challand - 5R
Max Parish - 5R
Bibi Tarraf - 5M
Florence Brooks - 5T
Daniel McGibbon - 5T
Leah McFeely - 6S
Charlotte Seeney - 6A

Jessica Payton - 4F
Megan Forder - 4S
Leonie Fairhead - 4S
Ella Abu-Hamdan - 4P
Lavanya Soni - 4P
Sophia Anderson - 4P
Elsie Johnston - 4P
Riley Tear - 4P
Zachary Mackenzie - 4P
Eva Moughton - 4M
Maggie Ward - 4M
Betsy White - 5R
Isabella Rebel - 5R
Summer Seabrook - 5R
Jacob Collins - 5M
Amelia-Violet Cole - 5T
Edie McLellan - 5T
Isla Vinton-Smith - 6S
Elodie Domien - 6A

Fraser Louden - 4F
Samuel McFeely - 4S
Jessica Cambridge - 4S
Shi Wen He - 4P
Ivy-May King - 4P
Lucas Armsden - 4P
Frankie Trott - 4P
Vellita Millett - 4P
Milla Poulter - 4M
Sophie Holms - 4M
Jonathan Warhurst - 5UF
Ethan Bird - 5R
Kushal Patel - 5R
Sophie Bickerstaff - 5R
Korey Groves - 5T
Chloe Wang Gao - 5T
Zack Briggs - 6S
Amelie Fairhead- 6S
Lami Omopariola - 6A

Rosa Stafford - 4F
Zaiden Baker - 4S
Keyla Osborne - 4S
Efe Kemal - 4P
Benjamin McCreery - 4P
Zachary Chambers - 4P
Frankie Stapleton - 4P
Emily Gaci - 4P
James Knowler - 4M
Henry Chandra - 4M
Taylor Hayes - 5UF
Edith Longlade - 5R
Megan Lee - 5R
Maisie Anderson - 5M
George Waters - 5T
Zara Foulser - 5T
Jash Dalal - 6S
Summer Robinson- 6S
Megan Lyons - 6A

Well done to the following children who all managed to read two books from each genre in our Reading Reward
charts and were presented with their SILVER Reading badge in recognition of their commitment to reading.
Holly Lague - 3F
Fraser Louden - 4F
Zaiden Baker - 4S
Poppy Briggs - 4P
Eddie Nunney - 4P
Kushal Patel- 5R
Jacob Collins - 5M
Lami Omopariola - 6A

Jessica Payton - 4F
Chloe Baker - 4S
Isabel Bailey - 4P
Ivy-May King - 4P
Vellita Millett - 4P
Ethan Bird - 5R
Edie McLellan - 5T

Daniel Thomas - 4F
Jessica Cambridge - 4S
Efe Kemal- 4P
Lucas Armsden - 4P
Thomas Wright - 4M
Taylor Hayes - 5UF
Zack Briggs- 6S

Rosa Stafford - 4F
Jasper Smith - 4S
Grace Pierce - 4P
Sophia Anderson - 4P
Betsy White - 5R
Justin Moody - 5UF
Amelie Fairhead - 6S

Well done to the following children who all managed to read three books from each genre in our Reading Reward
charts and were presented with their GOLD Reading badge in recognition of their commitment to reading.
Holly Lague - 3F
Annabel Reeves - 4F
Poppy Briggs - 4P
Taylor Hayes - 5UF

Daniel Thomas - 4F
Jessica Payton - 4F
Efe Kemal - 4P
Justin Moody - 5UF

Rosa Stafford - 4F
Chloe Baker - 4S
Grace Pierce - 4P
Zack Briggs - 6S

Fraser Louden - 4F
Isabel Bailey - 4P
Ethan Bird - 5R
Lami Omopariola - 6A

Rainbow Awards
Well done to this week’s GREEN award recipients:
Megan Obery

Maisie Pamenter

Joshua Gabriel-West

Congratulations to our YELLOW award winners:
Taylor Hayes

Alya Brewer

Hesme Muller

Dylan Smith

Well done to this week’s ORANGE award recipients:
Molly Sutton
Jacob Crate Mallia
Stephanie Kharbouche
Isabella Davies
Evie Andrews
Amy-Leigh James
William Barrett

Jonathan Warhurst
Lily Parker-Compton
Alfie Gray
Esmae Baker
Josh Bateman
Cassie Law
Thomas Carter

Bella Salmon
Megan Lyons
Jack Simnett
Adam Sargood
Mia Garnett
Jack Martin
Isabelle Sargant

Max Bailey
Jack Cook
Olivia Tappin
Millie Stack
Leon Knight
Eva Barnes

Congratulations to this week’s RED award winners:
Poppy Grimes
Ruby Tunstall-Legras
James Ferris
Chanelle Ausbiaro
Isla Kittridge
Heidi Obikpo
George Murphy

Ada Halder
Anna Christie
Henry Joyce
Chloe Baker
Thomas Lovell
Amy Tear
Bibi Tarraf

Jessica Jobbins
Emily Harris
Danni Obery
Oliver Bowie
Dylan McGinness
Ethan Aarons

Claire Senior
Eloise Minto
Georgie Hodges
Nancy Dormer
Ruby Collier
Tilly Lashmar

The next non-uniform day for new RED award winners is Friday 29th April.















Out of School Success
Well done to Anastasia Markelova (3F) who
recently passed her Grade 1 piano exam with
Merit.
Congratulations to Sienna Wiles (6R) who won
Gold at her gymnastics competition with
Harlequin Gymnastics and met Steve Frew,
who is a British artistic gymnast.
Henry Dean (3E) was very proud last night to be
selected as ‘Player of the Term’ in football. His
coach said Henry is ‘always ready to help and
stands out in the game’.
Well done to the following children who all
passed their karate grading during the weekend Jonathan Warhurst (5UF) - Blue Stripe, Ethan
Bird (5R) - Green, Taylor Halfhide (6R) - Brown
and White Stripe, Annabel Reeves (4F) - Red
Congratulations to Nathan Hawes (4P) who
received his Martial Arts Yellow & Black sash on
Saturday.
Well done to James Lyons (3E) who has moved
up in his swimming lessons from Stage 5 to
Stage 6.
Congratulations to Olivia Storey (3P) who was
awarded the ‘Player of the day’ trophy on
Saturday for never missing a tackle and making
some lovely passes that helped her football
team, Hannakins Farm Girls, win their match 43.
Well done to Gabriel Tanner (6R) who was
awarded the Chief Scout’s Silver Award at Cubs
on Wednesday and is now off to Scouts!
Congratulations to Lauretta McKenzie (6R) who
plays for the Golden Eagles at Chelmsford U16
Girls’ Ice Hockey. In her last game, she not only
scored but also won ‘Spirit of the Game’.

Pen Licences
Well done to Daniel Blyth-Tancock, Phoenix
Gough, Jessica Nash and Jacob Norrington
who all received their Pen Licences this
week.
50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary
School
Congratulations to Albert Stevenson
who has completed 10 things!

Danbury Park Residential Visit
Having waited a whole extra year due to COVID restrictions, Year 5
finally got to enjoy residential visit to Danbury Park this week. They
didn’t quite have the amazing weather that Year 4 had last week
but they had a fantastic time, regardless. The children’s behaviour
was brilliant and they rose to every challenge presented! My thanks
go to the members of staff and parents who accompanied the
children on the visit - without such a dedicated team, the visit would
simply not be possible. Now, I guess, a good sleep is in order!

