Friday 17th June 2022
When the weekly newsletter is five pages long, you know
it has been a busy week!
On top of all the exciting things reported in the newsletter, I
was also busy with ‘HT Work’. On Monday, we welcomed
a Headteacher and Assistant Headteacher, who had
travelled all the way from Ruislip, to see our school, having
heard and read great things about us! Safe to say, they
were very impressed and took away lots of good ideas to
try out in their own school.
On Tuesday, we had a Schools’ Resource Management
Advisor spend a day with us, to undertake a review. It was
an intense day, which left no stone unturned but, had very
positive outcomes all round. Thank you to Mrs Gilchrist
(Finance Officer), Steve Lague (Chair of Trust Board) and
Les Sheppard (Chair of Finance) for giving up their time to
take part in the review.
On Tuesday evening, the Finance Committee of our Trust
Board met to approve our budget for 2022/2023. We have
been able to set a very positive budget for the year ahead
and the three year budget looks very good too which is a
great position to be in.
On Wednesday morning, it was time to meet an inspector,
as Billericay SCITT, which both Buttsbury Infant and
Buttsbury Junior School are part of, was inspected by
Ofsted this week and Miss Carroll and I were both required
to be interviewed!
Then, there was some fun - I taught all the Year 3 classes
during the afternoon on Wednesday (always my favourite
part of any week) and then had the privilege to be able to
attend the Year 2 Music Festival on Thursday morning
and, today, I have had an active day, at the infant Sports
Day! Time for a rest this weekend, I would say!
I hope you have a lovely weekend too!
Thursday 23rd June - Non-Uniform Day
Children are invited to bring in an item for our Summer
Year Group Tombolas as detailed below. Each year group
will be in control of their own tombola stall and the year
group that makes the most money will win their own nonuniform day before the end of term.
Year 3 – Holiday Items
This can be anything you think would be good on a
holiday, in the UK or Abroad. Maybe a beach towel, beach
ball, sun cream, sunglasses, umbrella, map book, flask,
cool bag etc.
Year 4 - Games and Garden Items
There are some great bargains in the shops and
supermarkets in the summer with brightly coloured
glasses, fancy napkins, barbecue sets, pretty plastic plates
and bowls, outside candles and numerous other items.
Year 5 - Sports Tombola
This can be any item that has a sports theme – football,
rugby, tennis, cricket, beach volleyball – the list is endless.
It could be an item that is used for a sport, a ball shaped
item e.g. mug, notepad, a book on a famous sportsman,
sporty toiletries or accessories.
Year 6 - Sweets
Due to it being summer and hopefully warm weather,
please can we only have sweets and not chocolate please.
Thank you, in advance, for your support.

Diary Dates for Next Week
School Dinners - Week 3
Monday 20th June

5T and 5M visit to Cambridge Botanical Gardens
Please come to school at 7.45am; we will be
back at 3.15pm (traffic permitting)

5UF ‘Parents to Lunch’ event at 12.20pm
Tuesday 21st June

5R and 5T visit to Cambridge Botanical Gardens
Please come to school at 7.45am; we will be
back at 3.15pm (traffic permitting)

Year 4 ‘Portals to the Past’ Ancient Greek Day please dress in Ancient Greek attire if possible
Wednesday 22nd June

District Sports - all day

Musical Evening - 7.00pm
Thursday 23rd June

Non-Uniform Day for the Summer Bonanza
Friday 24th June

Isle of Wight Deposit - £75 - due by today
Lost Property
Now the warmer weather has arrived, the children are discarding their jumpers and cardigans wherever they have been
playing, and, invariably, forgetting to go back and collect
them, If the items are named, this is not a problem at all but,
sadly, many items are not and end up joining out evergrowing lost property piles! Please help us by labelling clothes
School Photos
We had rather a busy day on Thursday due to the school
photographers being with us, literally from 7am! As well as all
the class photos, a multitude of other group photos were also
taken which included the choir, the News Team, School
Council and countless sports teams! The Year 6 children
also had extra photos taken for their commemorative packs.
As you can imagine, a lot of organisation was needed and I
would like to thank all the staff for their assistance,
particularly in the run up to the day itself as lots of names
and lists had to be created! I would also like to thank the staff
and children for their co-operation during the day itself as it
was quite frantic at times! The whole day was scheduled and
overseen by Mrs Paige- I would like to thank her for all the
time she devoted to this - it is appreciated. Details of how to
order photos will follow shortly.
Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check
Well done to all the children in Year 4 who made history this
week by being the fist Year 4 children at Buttsbury to
complete the new statutory Multiplication Tables Check. They
all rose to the challenge and almost seemed to enjoy their on
-line tasks! Thank you to all the staff who assisted with the
administration of the tests.
The results will be shared with the children’s annual report
but, please be aware, there is no pass/fail mark.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

Commemorative Jubilee Bookmarks
Thank you very much to our Friends’ Association who
bought every child in the school a commemorative Jubilee
bookmark. The children were very grateful for their lovely
gift. Let’s hope they get lots of use and help to promote a
love of reading.

Year 6 Bible Explorers
Year 6 welcomed Sally and Sue, from the School Ministry
Team, into school this week. A challenge has been set: the
children and staff are going to learn and memorise the
WHOLE of the Old Testament in five hours!
Through listening to Bible readings, performing in role and
learning hand actions, Genesis has been mastered!
Everyone loved recalling familiar favourites such as the
creation story and were fascinated to discover new stories
like The Tower of Babel.

Ice Cream Friday - Is Back!
Last Friday saw the return of Ice Cream Friday! It was very
busy and the children all enjoyed their tasty treat at the end
of the day! Thank you to the parents who helped run the
sales and to the staff who helped with crowd control!
Ice Cream Friday will take place every Friday – weather
permitting!

PE Kit and Water Bottles
Now the weather is much warmer, it is really important that
children have black shorts for PE - we seem to have a
number of children who only have tracksuit bottoms which
means they are very hot during PE lessons.
Please also remember to send in a filled water bottle each
day so the children can take them out during PE lessons.
Playleader Training
We have been very fortuitous this term and been able to
arrange Playleader Training for all our Year 5 Playleaders
and for our Midday Assistants. The training has been led
by Katherine Jaggard, School Games Organiser, from
William De Ferrers School and Katie Lester, School Sports
Co-ordinator, Mayflower High School. The children had
their first session last week and enjoyed learning about
their role. I also received excellent feedback about their
behaviour and positive attitude.

Year 6 Work Experience
After a three year beak due to COVID regulations, we were
over the moon this week to be able to re-launch our Year 6
work experience programme. Over the next few weeks, all
the children in Year 6 will have the chance to take part in
some work experience, either at Buttsbury Infant School,
Buttsbury Pre-School or Noah’s Ark Pre-School. The first
groups of children visited their respective locations this week
and, as you can see from the photos, they had a great time
Thank you very much to Mrs Dean who spent many hours
organising the timetables and also to Buttsbury Infant
School, Buttsbury Pre-School and Noah’s Ark Pre-School for
enabling our children to visit.

Fathers’ Day Sales
Thank you very much for supporting the Fathers’ Day sales
this week. It was lovely to be able to run the event as
normal and allow the children to choose their own gifts, as
this is very much part of the fun!
Thank you to Helen, Clare and Noemi for organising the
event and to all the parents who assisted with the sale.
We hope you like your gifts.

Transition Programme
On Monday and Tuesday, Miss Pretty,
Miss Watson, Miss Murfitt and Miss
Francis visited the Infant School to meet
their new classes and teach some of the
lessons during the two days. (Miss Unite
visited this morning). The visits went
very well and, as you can see from the
photos, the children seem to be every
excited about meeting their new
teachers and joining the Junior School.

Schools’ Ministry Assembly
On Wednesday, Sally from Schools’ Ministry joined us
to lead our assembly. She read a poem based on
Noah’s Ark and we all joined in with the sound effect of
the storm. To end, Sally led us in a reflection thinking
about people who might need extra help or support at
the moment and what we could do to help them.

Parents to Lunch
On Wednesday, we were joined for lunch by the parents and
grandparents of the children in 5M. Everyone seemed to have
a great time, enjoying the company as much as the tasty food!
Thank you to our Catering Team, Midday Assistant Team and
Mrs Owens, who all played a part in the organisation of the
event.
Magistrate Visit
Year 6 were joined by two magistrates from South Essex
Courts this week. The magistrates talked to the children about
their role in the justice system and the impact they have on
people’s lives. They held their own mock trials and had great
fun being lawyers, witnesses, and magistrates – and having
the power to decide someone else’s fate!

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Daisy Hughes
Vellita Millett
Lavanya Soni
Billy Brass
Liam Wiltshire
Riley Anderson
Betsy Burcombe
James Knowler
Jack Tyler
Rosie Gould
Christopher Markham Edie Poulton
Amelie Rippon
Taylor Halfhide
Kobe Keily
Zac Eggleton
Fraser Louden
Harry Parker
Russell Salvator
Thomas Hall
Daisy Thompson
Sofia Tseng
Oliver Bowie
Dylan McGinness

Cricket News
Last Friday, Year 5 and 6 sent two teams to the first round
of the Dynamos Cricket tournament at Wickford Cricket
Club. Unlike our last tournament here, we had the sun and
a gentle breeze rather than intermittent downpours. The
two teams played each other in the first fixture and this
allowed us to get used to the new rules for the tournament.
An even start with the A-team running out eventual winners
after a fine batting display by the last pair of Jash Dalal and
Jack Martin. This match also saw our first wickets taken,
from the bowling of Ben Pentecost, and our first six, from
Finlay Cannon’s second ball of the innings. Both teams
won their second fixtures, the A-team winning by the
‘barest of margins’. While the B-team lost their final match
in a close contest, the A-team found their rhythm and won
comfortably. As a result, the B-team finished third and the
A-team won the competition and have now qualified for the
County Final on 7th July. Thank you to Mr Mynard and Mr
Tweedie for managing our teams.

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
George Brooks Hattie Garlick Tommy Cripps

Oliver Munro Jacob Crate-Mallia
Lauretta McKenzie Anna Christie
Well done to our writing super stars!

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:

Talia De Gray Birch Stephanie Kharbouche
Henry Chandra Maisie McCarthy
Flora Noble Chanelle Asubiaro
Ava Quincey Riley Tear
Connor Gutteridge
Well done to our magical mathematicians!

Afternoon Tea
Having had to wait almost a whole year, this year’s
children arrived very promptly with enthusiastic smiles! Their
long wait also meant that they had a wealth of work to
choose from so we saw a wonderful variety. We had a lovely
Afternoon Tea, with everyone brimming with pride.

This week’s winning house:

Lions

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:

Poppy Briggs Holly Farrow Sam Sinclair
Izzy Henderson Holly Breathwick
Erin Bateman Alfie Hodges Liam Martin
Well done to our enthusiastic readers!

Top Table
This week, the children chosen
by the Midday Assistants to sit
at the ‘Top Table’ were:

Arthur McSharry
Finley Barber
Henry Murphy
Shreyan Raval
Oliver Hughes

This week’s attendance figure is: 97.5%!
This year’s attendance target is 97.2%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 3E who had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!

Rainbow Awards
Well done to this week’s GREEN award recipient:
Sam Sinclair
Congratulations to our YELLOW award winners:
Teddy Amos
Jasmine Faraday
Mornay Botma
Jack Hyatt
Max Boultwood

Sacha Bohle
Gabe Tanner

Chloe Bowdidge
Ayra Ahmed

Louis Domien
Daniel Tinworth

Well done to this week’s ORANGE award recipients:
Eva Moughton
Layla Foley

Jamie Nethercoat
Jacob Norrington

William Fuller

Congratulations to this week’s RED award winners:
Talia De Gray Birch
Olivia Shearwood
Thomas McIlquham
Poppy Hobbs
Alfie Stringer

Harry Goodacre
Henry Murphy
Finley Barber
Jack McCarthy

Sophie Holms
George Waters
Korey Groves
Lauretta McKenzie

Connie Rumsey
Arthur McSharry
Joey Hatchard
Heidi Obikpo

Well done to this week’s BRONZE Pot of Gold recipients:
Dexter Broom
Ella Goodenough
Jash Dalal
Hattie Garlick
Olivia Joshi
Leah McFeely
Ava Quincey
Vasilis Vasileiadis
Christopher Johnson
James Ferris

Noah Cannon
Olivia Rees
Ava Dean
Connor Gutteridge
Charlie Joyce
Flora Noble
Summer Robinson
Isla Vinton-Smith
Isabella Shipway
Henry Joyce

Isla Clifford
Harry Tungate
Amelie Fairhead
Amber Harbrow
Erin Kelly
Ethan Powell
Miya Tyler
Poppy Grimes
Harrison Campbell
Mason Grindrod

Peter Fallouh
Alex Curtis
Holly Farrow
Amelia Johnson
Darcey Lister
Bella Prior
Claire Senior
Jessica Jobbins
Danni Obery

The next non-uniform day for new RED award winners is Friday 24th June.










Date Reminders
Saturday 2nd July - Summer Bonanza - 2pm - 4pm
Monday 4th July - Sports Day - Year 3/4 - 9.15am; Year 5/6 - 1.15pm
Wednesday 6th July - Celebration Evening - 6.00pm - 8.00pm
Friday 8th July - Wacky Hair Day
Tuesday 12th July and Wednesday 13th July - Year 6 play - 7.00pm
Monday 18th July - Year 6 Leavers’ Disco - 6.00pm - 8.00pm
Wednesday 20th July - Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly - 10,15am - please note the revised time.
Thursday 21st July - Last day of term - Year 6 Leavers’ Parade at 3.30pm

Out of School Success
Well done to Keyla Osborne (4S) who has been
promoted to a Sixer at her Brownies unit (Unicorn six)
and successfully auditioned for, and is currently taking
part in, Jack & the Beanstalk the pantomime at The
Billericay Theatre.
Congratulations to Poppy Dackombe (6R) wh took the
LAMDA Acting Entry Level - Solo exam and achieved a
score of 88 out of 100, awarding her a Distinction level.
Well done to Nancy Dormer (4SP) who took part in the
Jack & the Beanstalk pantomime too.
Congratulations to Bonnie Atkinson-Lassman, Alannah
Cronin, Amelie Moore, Anna Weddell and Rosie Carroll
(all Year 3) who play for Perry Street Girls and won the
Rayeigh U8 tournament on Sunday.

Photography ‘Master Class’
To help prepare for the
Photofold photography
competition, some of our Year
5 children had the chance to
receive some expert guidance
from Mr Bridge (one of our
parents who is also a
professional photographer)
on Wednesday. They had a
great time learning lots of
tricks of the trade!
Thank you to Mr Bridge for
giving up his time to support
the Year 5 children and to Mrs
Dean for assisting.

Pen Licences
Well done to Max Boultwood who received his
Pen Licence this week.

