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 Something To Celebrate! 

By Alex Gilbert and Chloe Wang-Gao 

On Wednesday the 6th of July, parents and pupils were invited 

to Buttsbury Junior School for a celebration evening. It was an 

opportunity for parents to 

view what their children had 

been doing over this year. 

This ranged from clever 

Christmas cross stitch cards, 

to perfectly-sculpted clay 

models of Viking longboats 

and colourful Brazilian 

carnival masks!  

In the Year Six classrooms, a 

magnificent montage of 

photos from the trip to The Isle of Wight reminded the Year 

Sixes of the brilliant week they had there. All of the 

workbooks were displayed neatly on the tables with practical 

pieces of work laid immaculately on top to demonstrate all 

the fun, vigour and knowledge the pupils had used in lessons.   

Tom Pearce (6D) stated: “I really enjoyed the celebration 

evening because I got to show my parents what I was proud 

of doing this year.” 

Everyone agreed that the celebration evening was a great 

success - the school was full of pupils, parents and teachers 

who were all buzzing with excitement.  

Mr Graves reported: “It was wonderful for us to be able to 

host the celebration evening again, especially after 2 years 

without it! It was lovely to see so many children coming into 

school to proudly share their learning with their parents.” 

Another Buttsbury success! 
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Animal Magic  
By Tom Pearce and Millie Agate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday 4th May, the lucky Year 3 pupils 
went on a phenomenal trip to Colchester Zoo. 
Recently in science, Year 3 have been studying 
animals. (This trip was not only fun but tested 
their knowledge). 
This incredible adventure started with everyone 
splitting into groups. Next, each group explored 
the amazing zoo to look at the wide range of 
animals. Everyone greatly enjoyed the unique 
train ride past the lemur enclosure and the  
flamingo.  
After a jam-packed morning everybody took a 
well-deserved break for lunch before  
continuing their animal adventure. 
Other popular places the children enjoyed  
visiting were the monkey enclosure, the giraffes 
and, of course, the colossal elephants! 
Dexter Broom, in 3P, stated, ‘I liked the leop-
ards as they are quick-paced and their spots are 
cool’. 
All the children felt down-hearted when it was 
time to leave as they’d had a wonderful day! 
Mrs Felgate said, ‘Year 3 had such a fantastic 
time at Colchester Zoo. The children loved  
seeing all of the animals and learnt so much 
about the skeletons and diet of the different 
creatures. It really was a brilliant trip!’ 



Birthday Cake and 
an Apple Tree to 
Celebrate the 
Jubilee 
By James Ferris and Thomas 
Gill 
 
On Wednesday 4th May, the 
school welcomed the Mayor 
of Basildon, David Dadds, and 
another very special guest, 
Mr Donald Sheppard.  They 
visited to commemorate a 
double celebration - the 
Queen’s platinum jubilee and 
also Mr Sheppard’s 102nd 
birthday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The pupils are very lucky that 
Mr Sheppard is a frequent 
guest to the school, in 
particular, on Remembrance 
Day. His talks to the school 
community, of his first-hand 
experiences during World 
War II, aid the students to 
realise that events we hear 
about in history are actually 
not that long ago.  Mr 
Sheppard took part in the 
Normandy landings, the 
North African campaign, and 
battles in Sicily in World War 
II, and after the war, was still 
a young man when Queen 
Elizabeth II came to the 
throne.  Now, 70 years after 
her coronation, Mr Dadds and 
Mr Sheppard visited 
Buttsbury for the planting of 
an apple tree in 
celebration.  People have 

been encouraged to “plant a 
tree for the Jubilee” and the 
Buttsbury apple tree now 
stands near the main school 
reception. 
 
Tom Pearce, the Panthers 
House Captain, accompanied 
Mr Sheppard around the 
school, and said it would be 
remembered by the school 
for a very long time.  Tom’s 
teacher, Miss Derrick, felt 
that Mr Sheppard’s visit was a 
heart-warming experience: 
“Seeing his face light up when 
he interacted with the 
children and seeing how 
emotional he was when the 
children sang to him on the 
playground brought tears to 
my eyes!” 
 
Miss Derrick was also 
delighted that a tree was 
planted for the Jubilee: “A 
tree is a fitting memorial.  The 
stretching branches portray 
the Queen’s extraordinary 
reign, touching the lives of 
many people of the British 
Empire. The flowering 
blossoms symbolise the joy 
and happiness she has 
brought to Britain and others 
around the world." 
 
It was an extremely moving 
morning and everyone is 
looking forward to watching 
the Buttsbury apple tree grow 
and flourish for years to 
come. 

Jubilee Joy! 

Celebrating 70 Years of HRM 

By Holly Breathwick and Henry Boswell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Monday 23rd May to Friday 27th May, Buttsbury 
Junior School held the flag high with a Platinum 
Jubilee theme week. The whole school immersed 
themselves in activities such as inter house quizzes, 
dancing, Art and D.T.  

Year 3 focused on the queen’s reign from 2010, 
showing their creative side by designing crowns, 
toys, and commemorative plates. The Year 3 children 
had a wonderful time learning about the Queen’s 
journey through time. 

Year 4 had an amazing experience taking part in the 
1970’s and 1980’s dance tutorial. As if that wasn’t 
fun enough, they also tried designing outfits for our 
queen for public events. A few of them were so 
good, we could see the Queen wearing them in the 
future! 

Year 5 enjoyed the fun by writing class speeches and 
drawing portraits of the queen. An afternoon was 
then spent recreating the Changing of the Guard, 
even though some struggled to keep straight faces! 

Year 6 mainly focused on the 1950’s and 1960’s. This 
included the music and events during or within the 
coronation. And to encourage the children to be 
more creative, Year 6 enjoyed designing outfits 
based on 1950’s fashion. 

To top off the amazing week, the Junior school and 
the buzzing Infants all came together to celebrate. 
Skittleman took centre stage, playing some songs 
which we all loved. One child in 6R described Jubilee 
week as great fun especially with the Infants.  

 

It really was a week for the whole school to 
remember. 
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Amazing Ancient Greeks!  
By Amelie Fairhead and Summer Seabrook 

On the 21st of June 2022, Year 4 took a trip to the past 
as they explored the history of 
the Ancient Greeks, their 
culture and gods. They solved 
a confusing Ancient Greek 
puzzle, played a game (thought 
to be devised by Archimedes) 
and, most importantly, they 
learnt all about the ferocious 
battles between the empires.  
 
In addition to all of this exciting 
new learning, Year 4 got the 
opportunity to compete in a mini Greek Olympics and 
to wear gorgeous Greek costumes. 
 
“I loved the man who came in and told us all about the 
Spartan Warriors!” recalled Harry Parker (4F).  
 
It was truly a Great Greek experience, and all of Year 4 
enjoyed it! 

The Buttsbury 
Olympics! 
By Edward Cushing and 

Finley Walker 

Sports Day was a very 

competitive event – as 

always at Buttsbury Junior 

School with Mrs Robinson in 

charge! Lions (full of 

courage), Jaguars (smart 

and speedy), Leopards (slick 

and determined) and 

Panthers (never giving up) 

all wanted to be victorious. 

The sporting challenges 

were varied and lots of fun! 

Over and Under, which is a 

classic game where you 

move the ball repetitively 

over your head and then 

between your legs; Tennis 

ball bounce (trickier than it 

looks); the infamous 

Buttsbury Obstacle Race 

and a new addition – the 

Mogli race. This was highly 

entertaining (for the 

spectators at least) as the 

competitors had to race on 

all fours. 

The climax of the event was 

the 4x4 relays. Tensions 

were high as the runners 

waited on the start line and 

the other team members 

were preparing to grab the 

baton. The standard of 

these races was extremely 

high and everyone 

performed brilliantly! 

When all of the scores were 

totalled, the final result was 

a win for … The Lions!  

Well done to the Lions and 

all of the other houses who 

showed great team spirit. 

Cool Cambridge! 

By Emily Jackson Bridge and Scarlett Valk 

During the week of the 20th of June, Year 5 went to Cambridge to visit the Botanical Gardens. Among 

the activities the children took part in were a thorough exploration of the various gardens, a  

scavenger hunt and informative workshops, led by the highly knowledgeable staff. The pupils thought 

it was fascinating to discover plants from all over the world; to understand the origins of chocolate 

and to learn about the life cycle of plants. 

Everyone enjoyed the visit, particularly Zara from 5T who commented, “I loved the trip, especially the challenging  

scavenger hunt.” 

It is also a favourite trip of the Year 5 teachers.  Mr Tweedie stated that finally having the greenhouse open was 

wonderful, as the previous year it was closed due to COVID19. 

All in all, the trip was loved by everyone that went, and the pupils of Buttsbury hope to visit once more. 



Thrills and fun at Blackgang Chine 

By Amber Harbrow and Shreyan Raval 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the week beginning the 16th of May, Year 6 vis-

ited The Isle of Wight. The reason for this exceptional 

treat was to reward the pupils for all of their hard 

work during the crucial SATS tests.  

One of the highlights was a visit to the Blackgang Chine 

amusement park; it is one of the main tourist attrac-

tions on the Isle of Wight and is visited by many fami-

lies and children on school trips. The park is very well-

established as it was built in 1843 by Alexander Dabell. 

It is in fact, the oldest amusement park in the UK! Nat-

urally, it has changed a great deal since this time and 

has a range of modern rides and attractions including 

life-sized Pirate Ships; magical Fairy Villages and  

Castles and the original Cowboy Town.  The rip-roaring 

rollercoasters were a firm favourite with the pupils – 

and teachers! 

Miss Pretty (Year 3 teacher) claimed:  

“The rollercoaster was great fun and I also enjoyed an 

ice cream – or two!” 

The pupils adored the whole experience, and Ava 

Quincey (6S) claimed that it was a fantastic to go on 

the rides with her friends. 

A well-deserved treat for the pupils and the thrill-

seeking teachers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carisbrooke Castle  

By Flora Noble and Eva Barnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 took a trip back in time when they visited  

Carisbrooke Castle in The Isle of Wight. It was a great 

learning experience with fun and laughter all the way! 

With huge anticipation, the Year 6 explorers wandered 

around the historical castle and felt fully immersed in 

the past. Within the depths of the building was a  

wonderful museum. All of the pupils were absolutely 

mesmerised by the artefacts that dated back to 1110 – 

when the castle was built. One student exclaimed, “It 

was like travelling back in time and completely  

fascinating!” 

The grounds of the castle were equally beautiful; the 

scenic gardens were designed by a Princess, who lived 

there around 1110. Also, within the castle grounds were 

tall towers and the pupils enjoyed the awesome views. 

It is safe to say, all of the Year 6 children enjoyed  

Carisbrooke Castle. 

 

 

 



Year 6 enjoy wild water sports at the 

Isle of Wight! 

By Taylor Halfhide and Ruby Edwards 

When the Year 6s’ went to the Isle of Wight (after SATS), 

the children went in the ice-cold sea off the shore of 

Shanklin. 

After an extremely busy beginning of the week (doing 

other fun activities), the Year 6 pupils had a splash in the 

glacial water with many peoples’ teeth chattering as 

they body boarded on giant waves, spun in circles and 

swam around in the freezing cold sea.  Gabriel Tanner in 

6R said, “When we got on top of a large wave, we went 

super-fast and flew off it! It was such fun! 

At the beginning, the instructors showed  the  eager  

pupils how to make a mini circle which rotated around 

like a whirlpool. Max Sawyer in 6R exclaimed, “I thought 

it was SUPER DUPER COLD, but it was fun and something 

I would do again in a heartbeat!” 

Mrs Whiting stated, “It was a beautiful sunny summer’s 

day; we donned wetsuits, and, after instructions, we 

plunged into the azure blue water of Shanklin Bay. 

Whilst the waves weren’t big enough to surf upright, we 

had a fantastic time catching waves on boogie boards. 

There was lots of smiles, laughter, and splashes!” 

Overall, the children and teachers thoroughly enjoyed 

the event and splashing around in the water, even 

though the water was freezing! 

 

 

 

 

Natural Beauty: The Needles 

By Jash Dalal and Maya Collyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 17th of May 2022, the lucky Year 6 pupils had 

an amazing day at The Needles. Everyone was super 

excited in the morning and when they arrived, at 

Alum Bay, they were greeted by a magnificent and 

breath-taking sight! 

Below them was red and orange sands, so stunning 

that it felt magical. If you glance a bit further, you 

can see the Needles: Pure white and stunning 

against the aqua water.  

To get an even closer look at the natural beauty, the 

delighted pupils rode on the exhilarating chairlift 

and descended to the beach. Next, was the main 

highlight – a boat trip past The Needles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students and adults had huge smiles on their 

faces and took many pictures to remember this  

fantastic experience. Flora Noble 6S said: “It was so 

much fun and I found it very exciting!” 

This will be something the pupils will remember  

forever!  

 
 



Buttsbury Baddies Break The Rules! 

By Henry Webb And Ada Halder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 13th of May, Break the Rules Day took place at 

Buttsbury Junior School. During this event, pupils were  

allowed to break the following rules: untuck your shirt (Mrs 

Robinson’s pet hate); tie your jumpers/cardigans around 

your waist (Mrs Robinson’s other pet hate); have an un-

healthly snack at break time; juice in water bottles; odd/

coloured socks; and to wear trainers. Each rule broken cost 

the children 50p which the rule breakers were more than 

willing to pay!  

A pupil from 6S exclaimed, “It was extremely exciting being 

able to break the rules; I am also happy the money we 

raised.” 

We are not so sure 

that the head teacher 

enjoyed it quite as 

much, but she always 

likes to plan fun 

events for her lucky 

pupils.  

Don’t worry Mrs  

Robinson – it’s only 

once a year! 

 

 

 
 
 

Sensational Summer Bonanza 

By Mia Eggleton and Michael Clements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the 2nd of July, Buttsbury Junior School 
hosted the legendary Summer Bonanza. The 
turnout was amazing, with so many  
children, parents and people from the local 
community enjoying the warm sunshine and 
array of stalls. 
 
There were so many games and challenges to 
win amusing prizes and an ongoing set of 
dance routines to keep everyone entertained. 
The Year group stalls were popular - as always - 
and it was wonderful to see the staff and pupils 
on each of them. 
 
Some brave Year 6’s and the (VERY brave) head 
teacher - Mrs Robinson - went into the cage of 
monsters! A great opportunity for the pupils to 
drench their friends and their poor head  
teacher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Overall, the day was fantastic and Buttsbury  
Junior School raised an unbelievable £6000+! 
 

 


