
 

Buttsbury Junior School History Skills Progression 

 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Periods of 
history 
(Understanding 
events, people 
and changes) 

Describe changes in Britain 
from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age 
Describe the achievements 
of the Ancient Egyptians 
including when and where 
they first appeared. 

Describe the Roman 
empire and its impact on 
Britain 
Describe the achievements 
of the Ancient Greeks and 
their influence on the 
western world. 

Describe Britain’s 
settlement by Anglo 
Saxons. 
Contrast British history to 
the Ancient Maya 

Describe the invasion and 
settlement of the Vikings 
Describe and compare a 
local history study. 

Links to prior 
learning. 

Recognise that history is 
made up of past events and 
give examples. 

Recognise how the Stone 
Age civilisation was in place 
when the Romans invaded. 

Describe how life in Britain 
changed after Roman 
withdrawal and the 
invasion of the Anglo-
Saxons.  

Analyse how the Anglo-
Saxons and the Vikings  
impacted life in Britain 
today. 

Chronological 
Understanding 

Use timelines to place 
events in order 
Understand timelines 
can be divided in BC and 
AD 
Use words and phrases: 
century, decade  

 

Name and place dates of 
significant events of the 
period on a timeline. 
Place certain topics on a 
timeline showing 
understanding of BC, AD. 
Use words and phrases: 
century, decade, ancient 
civilisations, period and 
topic related vocabulary 
which denotes 
 

Sequence historical periods 
Identify changes within and 
across historical periods 
Use words and phrases: 
vocabulary relating to 
specific periods - Industrial 
Revolution, Reformation, 
Renaissance 

Use timelines to place 
events, periods, and 
cultural movements from 
around the world and use 
these as a reference point 
Use key timelines to 
demonstrate changes and 
development in 1 key area: 
culture (art), technology, or 
religion. 
Use words and phrases for 
movements or times of 
change: Industrial 
Revolution, Renaissance, 
classical period, cold 

Historical 
enquiry 

Use a variety of resources 
to find out about the past. 

Use sources of information 
in ways that go beyond 

Compare sources of 
information available for 

Evaluate the usefulness of 
resources. 



 

simple observations to 
answer questions about 
the past. 
Use primary and secondary 
resources to find out about 
the past 

the study of different times 
in the past. 
Understand that the type 
of information available 
depends on the period of 
time studied. 

 

Construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant 
historical information. 

Organisation 
and 
communication 

Communicate what they 
have learnt using key 
vocabulary. 

Use appropriate 
terminology to 
communicate what they 
have learnt in an organised 
and structured way. 

Provide structured 
accounts of historical  
events and present the 
findings in a variety of 
ways. 

Make confident use of 
sources for independent 
research and make 
informed decisions on how 
to present the findings. 

 


