
Reading at Buttsbury Junior School  

Rationale 

At Buttsbury Junior School, the curriculum for reading is delivered so that each child becomes 

an enthusiastic reader with the necessary skills to tackle any text.  Children are taught the 

appropriate strategies in reading, including phonic skills, word recognition and the use of 

picture and contextual cues to develop comprehension skills and increase independence in 

reading for enjoyment.  

 

Reading materials 

On entry, the reading age of each child is assessed. Those who are reading below their 

chronological age are directed to read from the reading scheme materials - the Collins Big Cat 

scheme and the Rapid Pearson scheme. As the children progress, the books become 

increasingly challenging, yet achievable, given their personal effort and support at school and 

home. The children are moved up levels when their teacher, in collaboration with teaching 

assistants and parents, believe them to be fluent enough to move on.   

 

Reading assessments are repeated periodically during Year 3 and 4, and for lower ability 

readers in Years 5 and 6. Children who did not pass the Year 1 phonics screening, or have poor 

phonetic knowledge, are taught phonics though an intervention programme. We use the 

WordBlaze phonics scheme.  

 

For children who are more competent readers, and for those in Years 5 and 6, we operate a 

classroom library system of books, where children are ‘free-readers’.  Books are organised by 

difficulty in 3 colour bands: red, blue and green, with green being more challenging material. 

Children reading at this level are by no means limited to the materials available in the 

classroom, and are encouraged to read material from the school library and local library as 

well as their own collections.  

 

Reading at home 

Children are expected to read regularly at home and this is monitored rigorously by staff, with 

children being rewarded accordingly. Following a survey of reading in January 2018, it was 

agreed that children in the Lower School (Year 3 and 4) should read to an adult, whereas 

children in Upper School could be expected to read more independently. All children are 

expected to read at least 3 times a week. 

 

Reading diaries are provided for every child at the start of each new academic year. These act 

as record to track the number of times the children are reading per week, and also to record 

the number of books read. This record is also used to record weekly spellings and is utilised 

as a way of liaising between home and school regarding reading and spellings, in order to fully 

support our children. 
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Teaching of reading skills 

The teaching of reading skills follows the National Curriculum. The teaching is further 

broken down into 8 core strands as shown below.   

 

1 Give/explain the meaning of words in context 

2 Retrieve and record information/identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 

3 Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 

4 Make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the 

text 

5 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

6 Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contribute to 

meaning as a whole 

7 Identify/explain how meaning is enhances through choice of words and phrases 

8 Make comparisons within the text. 

 

Each skill is taught explicitly through the use of different text types. The intention is for all 

pupils to become enthusiastic, fluent and competent readers.  

 

Reading starts with the use of non-text examples, incorporating pictures and video clips as 

appropriate. Shorter, simpler texts are then introduced before the use of longer/ harder texts. 

Time is taken to decode texts and understand the skills before the use of written 

comprehension.  The intended outcome is that all children are able to record answers in a 

written format.  

 

Reading Overview – Year 3 to 5 

Each skill is taught for 2 to 3 weeks.   

 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

• Skills for skimming and 
scanning  

• Understanding words in 
context  

• Explaining words in 
context  

 

• Making inferences 

• Justifying inferences 
with evidence 

• Identify words used for 
effect 

• Explain how words and 
phrases enhance 
meaning 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

• Retrieving and 
recording information 

• Summarising the main 
idea from a text 

• Recognising the 
features of a text 

• Understanding the 
layout of a text 

• Making predictions 

• Recognising themes and 
conventions in a text 
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• Finding evidence to 
support ideas and 
answers 
 

 

Reading Overview – Year 6 

In Year 6, children revise the full range of reading skills. Children are taught to recognise key 

words and information in questions, and structure their written answers accordingly.   

 

A range of texts are used, including fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  

 

Lesson structure 

During a two week period, skills are introduced using non-text examples, or short activities. 

Children then progress to using short pieces of text to answer question, before moving onto 

longer text example. Teachers also use resources from Cracking Comprehension (Rising Stars) 

to model answering questions. 


