
 
‘Maximum Effort for  

Maximum Achievement’ 

Friday 21
st  

October, 2022 

Forthcoming Diary Dates 
Monday 24

th
 October - Friday 28

th 
October (inc.)  

Half-Term Break  
Monday 31

st 
October 

• Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training 
Tuesday 1

st 
November  

• Children return to school 

• School Meals - Week 1 - New Menu 
Wednesday 2

nd
 November 

• RSE Consultation Evening - Main Hall - 7.00pm 
Friday 4

th 
November 

• Non-Uniform Day for Xmas Bazaar - wear  
something in house colours 

• 9.30am Coffee morning for parents with children 
on our Inclusion Register - Small Hall   

The final week of the half-term has been quite busy as 
we’ve had our Healthy Schools’ Week as well as class 
visits and sports competitions, with Parents’ Evening 

thrown in for good measure too! It’s a good job we now 
have a week off to draw breath! 

Healthy Schools’ Week has been a great success. The 
children have had the opportunity to learn some basic first 

aid skills as well as take part in yoga sessions and          
reflection activities at the Baptist Church. Within the class-
room, the children have been taking part in lots of different 

activities which all have a focus on well-being.  
This afternoon was a great way to end the half-term as the 
children from both Buttsbury Infant School and Buttsbury 

Junior School all had the opportunity to take part in a 
dance workshop - led by Bailar Dance Company - with 
children from different year groups and, for some, in a  

different school too! 
I hope you all have a lovely half-term break - just a  

reminder that we aren’t in school on Monday 31st October 
as it is a non-pupil day. The teachers from our school will 

be joining the teachers at Buttsbury Infant School for a 
joint training day, focused on creative approaches to 

teaching and learning.  
If you happen to be out and about on Halloween, please 

feel free to knock on my door between 5.00pm and 
7.00pm - I live very close to Mayflower School and they’ll 

be a black car and a red car on the driveway! 
Hopefully, that’s enough of a clue for you! 

Non-Uniform Day – Friday 4th November 
As in previous years we would like the children to                      

participate by bringing in an item that will be used on a  
Tombola at the Christmas Bazaar. All of your donations will 
be gratefully received. This year, Year 3, 4, 5 and classes 

6D and 6P are being asked to donate any items of                
chocolate. This can be any boxed sweets such as Roses, 

Quality Street, Heroes, selection boxes and stockings,  
packets and bars of chocolate. 6R are being asked to bring 

in yule logs, boxes of biscuits or shortbread and 6S are    
being asked to bring in mince pies. Please can the children 

come in wearing their house colours  – Lions (Red),                 
Panthers (Blue), Jaguars (Green), Leopards (Yellow) - even 

just one item in their house colour would be great – so 
please don’t rush out and buy new clothes.  
There is no need to wear any uniform items. 

Christmas Bazaar - Year Group Competition 
After half-term, we will be accepting donations for the Year 

Group stalls from 7th November: 
Year 3 – Red 

   Year 4 – Green 
   Year 5 – Silver 
 Year 6 – Gold 

Children are asked to bring in an item or items in the above 
colours for their year group tombola. These can be 

Christmas decorations, gifts, toiletries, pens, notepads,  
picture frames, food, jewellery, sweets etc. The Year Group 
that raises the most money on the day will earn themselves 
a non-uniform day on Monday 12th December so please 

support the stalls by donating gifts and also by visiting them 
during the bazaar too. 

Outdoor PE 
Please be aware that outdoor PE continues all through the 

winter so please can you make sure your child has a school 
tracksuit or failing that, a dark-coloured tracksuit.  

It can get quite chilly outside! Thank you.  

Poppies 
After half-term, assuming our poppies have arrived, they 

will be taken around the classes daily so children can            
purchase one. We hope also to have a limited number of  
wristbands, pin badges  and poppy key rings which the 

children may like. The minimum donation for a pin badge, 
wristband or key ring  is £1 - this will be confirmed though. 

The suggested donation for a poppy is at least 20p.  
Thank you for supporting this year’s Poppy Appeal. 

Parents’ Evening 
It was great to see so many parents at our meetings on 

Tuesday and Thursday. I hope that you found the             
meetings helpful. Just a reminder that, if you would like 

further details regarding your child’s progress in maths or 
have any questions for their maths teacher, the Maths 

‘Drop In’ meetings are on Monday 14th November. Please 
indicate your preferred time slot on the slip. We will only 
contact you if the slot you have selected is very busy - I 

would imagine the first slot will be popular and could     
result in a large queue so it might be advisable to pick a 

later slot if at all possible.       

Smart Watches  
Please can I remind you that children should not wear 
Smart watches to school as they are not appropriate,  

particularly if they have image-capturing facilities. 
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‘Well Done’ to all the children who were 
awarded MERIT certificates this week. 

 Ava Meade Alex Metcalfe 
 Bobby Rowling Sophie Moore 
 Michael Reason Erin Collins 
 Kaua Ferreira-Melo  Chloe Baker 
 Nancy Dormer Sam McFeely 
 James Knowler Theo Pearson 
 Jenson Wallis  Elsie Johnston  
 Isla Keniry  Alex Fryd  
 Fred Cronjaeger  Ethan Rae  
 Renee Mwleka Riwaya Atapattu 
 Annabel Reeves Jack Tribe  
 Evelina Kiafa  Alfie Moclair 

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’  are: 
Eduardo Chambers   Gethin Arentsen  

Georgie Hodges   Christiana Christofi   Ben Ferris 
Ayra Ahmed  Zachary Bauckham   Isabella Magee    

Well done to our writing super stars! 

This half-term’s attendance figure is: 97.7%!   
This year’s provisional attendance target is 97.2%. 

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 5T who had the highest attendance this half-term - 98.9%! Congratulations!  

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’  are: 

Zack Brewer  Chloe McGibbon  Perdie Noble 
Rosa Stafford   Harry Goodacre  Leo Hughes 

Annabelle Wilks April Marsh  Erin Bateman 

Well done to our magical mathematicians! 

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’  are: 
Harvey Thomas Perry   Elizabeth Sheehan  

Jessica Cambridge   Henry Buckle   Harry Mann 
Isabel Bailey   Henry Fuller   Thomas Bennett  

Well done to our enthusiastic readers! 

Top Table 
This week, the children chosen 
by the Midday Assistants to sit 

at the ‘Top Table’ were: 
Mariia Fedorova 

Poppy Hobbs 
Isabella Shipway 

Isabel Bailey 
Georgie Harding 

Afternoon Tea 
We hosted another lovely Afternoon Tea on Thursday which 

was attended by the children who are Number 19 on their 
class register. Due to my current role at the infant school, I 
have had to miss a few Afternoon Teas this half-term which 
is a shame but it does mean that I treasure the occasions I 

can attend even more! 

Headteacher’s Awards 
Headteacher’s Awards are the highest accolade achievable 
and are awarded to children who ‘demonstrate exceptional 

commitment to a cause or activity showing the child has 
gone above and beyond normal expectations’. This  

half-term, Heateacher’s Awards have been presented to: 
 

      Sophie Sinnott     Archie Williams     Rosa Stafford 
      Thomas Gill         Lavanya Soni        Elsie Johnston 
      Alice Brooks Nicole Howlett       Zakk Harris 
      Alex Pierce Isaac Harding        Freya Anderson 
      Evie Smith Callie Beadon        Eduardo Chambers 
      Sophia Anderson  
 

Congratulations on achieving this coveted award.  

 
 

This week’s winning house: 
Lions 

This half-term’s winning 
house 
Lions 

The children in Lions will 
have 20 minutes extra lunch 

break on Friday 4th  
November as a reward. 

New Menu 
Please find our new Autumn/Winter menu attached with 
this newsletter. As usual, we will run the menu for three 
weeks and then send out a short questionnaire to gather 
views on the changes. The children will also get to share 
their feedback via their School Council representatives.  

50 Things to do at Home 
Well done to  

Chloe McGibbon who has 
managed to complete the 

first 30 things at home! 



Change for Life Event 
On Monday morning, 10 Year 4 children spent the             

morning at William De Ferrers school participating in the 
Change for Life event with other junior schools. The  

children learnt about making sensible choices when it 
came to their daily food choices as well as picking the 

right choices for their mind and wellbeing. Different              
activities took place. Cup stacking was a definite                      

favourite. All the children left with their very own skipping 
rope. Many thanks to Mrs Rivas, Mrs Strickland and Mrs 

Carter for accompanying the children.  

When children enter Year 6, we ask them to take on extra roles, such as Lunch Monitors, Hall                  
Monitors, Assembly Monitors and we have some additional roles this year too - PE Monitors and             
Computer Monitors. The children never fail to impress us by how conscientiously they undertake 

their roles and the school definitely runs a lot more smoothly with their help. 

PE Monitors:  
 Tom Carter, Hattie Walsh, Jack 

Green, Toby Pickett, George Murphy 
Leo Meza-Bullock 

Hall Monitors:       
Caitlyn Rae, Ethan Adlum,  

Taylor Hayes, Jessica Jobbins 

Computer Monitors:  
Ethan Bird  

Scarlett Valk 

Music Monitors:  
Millie Agate 
Evie Henson 

Year 4 Colchester Castle Trip 
On Tuesday 18th October, all of Year 4 visited Colchester  

Castle to complement our History topic: What impact did the 
Romans have on our society today? 

The museum had many interactive exhibits and the children 
particularly enjoyed dressing up as Romans and seeing all the 

artefacts including soldier helmets, shields, coins and other 
treasures. There was a story tour down in the dungeons and an 

architecture session where children had to build two different 
types of Roman dwellings well enough for their group to sit            

inside. At the end of the day, everyone had a lovely goody bag 
which even included a replica coin! 

Huge thanks to all the staff and parent volunteers who helped to 
make the trip such a success for the children. It’s wonderful for 

their learning to come so alive.  

Girls’ Football - Partnership Finals 
On Thursday, we took two Girls' Football Teams to 
William De Ferrers to compete in the Partnership  

Finals. There was a mix of excitement and nerves in 
the lead up to the tournament but all of that was blown 
away from the first whistle. For some of the girls, this 
was their first time playing competitively but it didn't 
show in what turned out to be a highly competitive 

event. Buttsbury B finished 6th with a fantastic win to 
end their campaign and Buttsbury A finished 1st,  

winning four games and drawing two. The win for the 
A team means that they now go on to represent the 
partnership at the County Finals next month. Well 
done to all of the girls involved, you were fantastic! 

Thank you to all of the parents who helped with 
transport and came along to support us and to Mr 
Graves and Miss Roe, our team managers and 

coaches.  



Parents to Lunch Event  
This week we welcomed the parents and grandparents of 

the children in 4LM to lunch. Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
tasty lunch and also the ambience of the dining hall.  

Thank you to Mrs Hall, our Midday Assistants, and our  
Catering Team for organising the event.  

Pen Licences 
Well done to Isla Clifford, Lara-Mae Austin and Oliver 

Hughes who all received their Pen Licences this week. 

Out of School Success 

 Well done to Jessica Chinnery (3P) who was ‘’Player 
of the Week’ at her football club - Perry Street. 

 Congratulations to Sophie Bickerstaff (6R) who won 
the 2022 British Triathlon East of England race            
series for her age category and was awarded her 
trophy this weekend. 

 Well done to Alice Brooks (4B) who was awarded 
the Player of the Match trophy for Hannakins U10 
girls’ football team after playing with real confidence 
and battling hard for her team throughout.  

 Congratulations to Elsa Reason (6P) who has               
reduced her golf handicap by 10 shots so far this 
year to 44 and played in her first competition  

 recently and won it with 42 points!  

 Well done to Esmae Baker (5T) who has qualified to 
dance at a national competition in Blackpool and 
also been learning how to be a Tennis Leader and 
can now take certain classes for younger children. 

 Congratulations to Alexa Maxwell-Smith (5R) who 
entered her first show and won 1st and 2 x 2nd 
place on her horse, Jack.   

Eco-Schools Committee 
One of the objectives on our School Development Plan, 
2022-2023, is focused on reducing the impact of climate 

change. To help us achieve our goals in this area, we have 
formed a children’s Eco-Schools Committee who will drive 

this area of our School Development Plan from the                 
perspective of Pupil Voice. The recruitment process was 

rigorous and involved the children having to write a letter of 
application which demonstrated their commitment to this 
area of change. We invited Year 4 and Year 5 to apply so 
that the committee can continue its work into 2023/2024. 
Congratulations to the children below who have all been 

selected to join this important new committee: 
 

David McConnell   Abi Walker           Violet Costello 
Laurel Beaumont   Hetty Fearne          Isabella Magee 
Megan Forder              Jessica Rendell      Isabel Bailey 
Maggie Ward    Isla Vernon            Violet Toll 
Johnny McQueen   Thomas Wright 

The Woodland Group Outstanding Achievement Award  
Congratulations to William Smith (5C) who was selected as 

a runner-up for this award. 
This award is for children who have grown, excelled,  

overcome and been inspired through their involvement in  
Panathlon and its sporting programmes. William definitely 
ticks all these boxes and we were delighted to find out that 

he had been chosen as a runner-up. Well done William! 

Parent Trustee Vacancies 
We had two nominations for the vacancies on our Trust 

Board. One was from Mr Brad Beadon, who has a daughter 
in Year 3, and one was from Mr Mark Stephens, who has a 
son in Year 3. As we only had two nominations for the two         
vacancies, both Mr Beadon and Mr Stephens will be duly 

appointed to our Trust Board. We are grateful to them both 
for ‘stepping forward’ and look forward to working with them.  

Parent Helpers 
We are still in desperate need of some parents to come in 

and listen to children read each week - even if you can only 
spare one hour once a week, that would still be wonderful. 
Please contact Mrs Hall - thall@buttsbury-jun.essex.sch.uk 

if you would like to find out more.  

Brass Instrument Demonstration  
On Wednesday, we were joined by Paula from Essex 

Schools’ Music Service.  She spoke to the children about 
a new brass music project taking place on at Mayflower 
School. She demonstrated her use of the cornet and the 

trombone and spoke to everyone about how brass                   
instruments make different sounds.  She definitely inspired 

everyone to want to try a new instrument!   

Lost Property 
If you have a spare moment during half-term, please can 

you check the all your child’s school uniform items are 
labelled. Thank you.  



 

This week has been our annual Wellbeing Week and the children have fully embraced all of 
the activities on offer. The week started with a lovely assembly from Miss Pretty and Mrs Lee, 
who shared what wellbeing meant to them. The children's responses to their quiz showed that 
the children are confident in identifying what makes a healthy lifestyle. There has been a wide 

range of fun activities for the children to take part in, with a particular focus on being active. 
We have been focusing on bringing harmony between our body and mind through relaxing 

yoga sessions. Some of the positions that the children found themselves in was very                     
impressive! Each year group took part in a different orienteering activity, allowing them time to 
be outside and active in the fresh air whilst interacting with nature. In addition to this, children 
have also enhanced their first aid skills; ensuring they have the skills required to stay calm in 
an emergency. Something new that we introduced this year, was a visit to Billericay Baptist 

Church where children had the opportunity to step back and reflect on themselves in our 
world. The sessions, led by the SMB team, proved to be highly popular and thought                             

provoking. Thank you to all of the children who supported running of the Healthy Tuck Shop 
during break times. As ever, the sliced watermelon and pineapple were very popular! Friday 
afternoon saw us put on our dancing shoes and team up with the Infant school in a dance 
workshop; all of the smiles, laughter and wearing of yellow lit up the halls for an enjoyable 

finale to the week. 
Thank you very much to all the staff for being so flexible with timetabling and to the Friends’ 

Association who paid for the additional activities.  

 z,z,z,z ……. 



 

Rainbow Awards 
   

Congratulations to this week’s VIOLET award winners: 
 

Oliver Mumford Harry Tungate Samuel Watson  Jasmine Faraday Sophie Moore 
Chloe McGibbon Zaiden Baker Zach Chambers Megan Forder Nathan Hawes 
Renee Mwleka Ollie Thorpe Phoenix Wood 
 
  

Well done to this week’s INDIGO award recipients: 
 

Nellie Amos   Rosie Carroll Violet Costello Miles Daniels Sophie Sinnott 
Jorgie Jackson James Natsuch Evie Prudom Jamie Rocks Harley Phillips 
Miller Rutledge Albert Sullivan Oliver Townsend Amy Viard  Ryan Martin 
Zara Wakerly Archie Williams Dexter Broom Hetty Fearne  Ayra Ahmed 
Isabel Bailey  Luella Cronjaeger  Zac Eggleton  Harry Goodacre  Ted Gort  
Daniel Henry  Jack Hyatt  Elsie Johnston  Thomas Lovell  Maggie Ward 
Alexa Maxwell-Smith  Maisie McCarthy  Vellita Millett  Eva Moughton  Oliver Munro 
Milla Poulter  Jessica Rendell  Adam Sargood  Samuel Sinclair  Jasper Smith 
Millie Stack  Daniel Thomas  Frankie Trott Jenson Wallis  Amelie Doyle 
Joshua Gabriel-West  Callie Beadon Zack Brewer Mollie Hughes Ava Meade 
Florence James Oscar P Bobby Rowling Evie Smith  Ella Tennet 
Eduardo Chambers Mariia Federova Koen Stephens Finley Pike  Blake Silvester 
Summer-Rose Smith Elizabeth Sheehan Lara-Mae Austin Archie Alderton Tedddy Amos 
Sophia Anderson  Chloe Baker Oliver Bowie  Betsy Burcombe  Riley Tear 
Jessica Cambridge Nancy Dormer  Isabella Hadassi Isaac Harding  Dylan Knowler 
Eddie Nunney Joseph Hussey Keyla Osborne Grace Pierce  Connie Rumsey 
Liam Simms  William Smith  Riley Tear  Sofia Tseng   Jack Tyler  
Annabelle Wilks  Lewis Adlum Isla Barker Sophie Bickerstaff Ethan Bird 
Henry Boswell James Cavanagh Isabel Challand Joshua Cooke Hugo Daniels 
George Dear Ivy Gaci Jack Green Georgina Harris Nicole Howlett 
Frankie Jackson Abhir Kandagiri Megan Lee Edith Longlade Max Parish 
Archie Neathercoat Kushal Patel Harry Phillips Joris Pranevicius Isabella Rebel 
Alex Rowe-Goodey Zak Sarfraz Summer Seabrook Advay Sharma Zak Smith 
Rayhan Sudheer Finley Walker Hattie Walsh Betsy White  Ethan Aarons  
Maisie Anderson  Eva Barnes  William Barrett  Mornay Botma  Alya Brewer  
Polina Carter  Tom Carter  Matilda Chaplin  Jacob Collins  Maya Collyer  
Beau Cunningham  Oliver Fryd  Mason Grindrod  Zakk Harris   Tilly Lashmar 
Lewis La-Rocque  James Lock  Peter Lyczewski  Hesme Muller  George Murphy  
Arthur Ogden  Louise Pocklington  Amelie Robbshaw  Isabelle Sargant  Dylan Smith  
William Solomons  Amelia Stephens  Jake Sunderland  Bibi Tarraf   Lucas Young  
Florence Brooks    Archie Doyle      Poppy Hobbs       Abigail Huggett   Elsa Reason 
Edie McLellan      Arthur McSharry    Henry Murphy       Jessica Park      Ben Pentecost     
Shreyan Raval Abigail Small       Isla Swift   Chloe Wang Gao  George Waters  
Florence Barrett James Bilton Kayn Bowerman Grace Brockwell Alice Brooks 
Jamie Collyer Alannah Cronin Lauren Crook Olivia Cullen  Henry Dean 
Alex Drew Ivy Duerden Jacob Dyer Harry Ekers  Ruby Ellis 
Emelia Giddings Maxwell Green Cameron Grindrod Jasper Jenkins James Lyons 
Georgina Mason Larry Mitchell Amelie Moore Ewan Muller  Louie Omer 
Violet Toll Charlie Vail Ruby Warren-Gunn   Noah Vasiliou Anna Weddell 
Elliana Wilkins Kimberely Braithwaite Chloe Hayes Jacob Hobden Oliver Hughes 
Holly Lague Willian McLellan Scarlett Metcalfe Elizabeth Moody Felix Plummer 
Isobelle Sanders Leo Showell Isla Vernon Amelia Walton Ember Wood 
Preston Mills-Martin  Emilio Gallone  Joshua Hale  Ava Pardoe   Alex Pierce 
Esmae Baker Daniel Blyth-Tancock Anna Christie Charlie Cooper Teddy Harding 
Isabella Magee Liam Martin Dylan McGinness Annabel Reeves Rosa Stafford 
Olivia Shearwood Scarlett Stone Ethan Adlum Millie Agate  Ethan Boyce 
Michael Clements Samuel Clements Isla Fitch Thomas Gill  Poppy Grimes 
Ada Halder Taylor Hayes Alfie Healy Evie Henson  Jessica Jobbins 
Christopher Johnson Sophie Leach George Legon Justin Moody  Daniel Natusch 
Megan Obery Zach Palfrey Maisie Pamenter Toby Pickett  Caitlyn Rae 
Claire Senior Isabella Shipway Arya Sudheer Molly Sutton  Mimi Tarraf 
Ruby Legras-Tunstall Scarlett Valk Jonathan Warhurst Alfie Moclair  Jack Tribe  
Amelia Hudson  Freya Anderson  Alessia Tutuianu Pippa Daley   
Alexander Guthrie-Blunkell    Bonnie Atkinson-Lassman 


