Friday 14th October 2022
Next week is, unbelievably, the final week of this half-term!
As per the notice in the newsletter last week, we are once
again organising a special healthy-schools themed week,
which will focus on Well-Being. During the week, there will
be lots of activities linked to promoting well-being, which
will include: first aid, yoga, reflection, our Healthy Tuck
Shop and #HelloYellow day. This week’s homework also
has a well-being theme to help get everyone in the mood
for the ‘relaxing’ week ahead.
School Grounds
Please can we ask that children do not scoot on the
playgrounds when dropping or picking up siblings from
clubs. Buttsbury Junior School is a hive of activity from
7.30am - 5.00pm and the playground is full of children
attending various clubs. It would be awful if there was an
accident as a result of scooters travelling at speed. On a
similar note, please can we remind you that children
should not be using the Adventure Playground or Outdoor
Gym unless supervised by school staff. Thank you.
Charity of the Year - 2022-2023
I am pleased to tell you that following a rigorous selection
process, the children have voted for The British Heart
Foundation to be their charity of the year.
We look forward to raising lots of money for this valuable
cause.
Schools Ministry Assembly
On Wednesday, Sally Grimes, Schools’ Ministry Billericay,
led our assembly. In preparation for our Healthy Schools’
Week, Sally focused her assembly on things that make us
feel happy, such as sharing jokes, laughing and smiling.
She then shared the story of Abraham, whose son Isaac
brought him much happiness and laughter. Did you know
that Isaac means ‘laughter’? It was great to welcome Sally
back into school for the first time in this academic year!
After-School Clubs and Inclement Weather
Fortunately, we have enjoyed mild weather on the whole
this term but, if the weather does take a turn for the worse,
I thought it might be helpful to remind you (and reassure
Year 3 parents) that we don’t cancel clubs at short notice
due to poor weather. We have inside alternatives which
can used such as the hall and classrooms.

Diary Dates for Next Week
School Dinners - Week 1
Healthy Schools’ Week - Focus - Well-Being
Tuesday 18th October
•
Year 4 visit to Colchester Castle - normal school
day timings, school uniform, packed lunch
•
Year 5 and Year 6 visiting Billericay Baptist
Church for ‘Reflection’ workshop
•
Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Wednesday 19th October
•
Year 3 and Year 4 visiting Billericay Baptist
Church for ‘Reflection’ workshop
•
4LM ‘Parents to Lunch’ event at 12.00pm
Thursday 20th October
•
Parents’ Evening - 3.30pm - 6.30pm
Friday 21st October
•
#helloyellow day - wear something yellow to
promote awareness of mental health and wellbeing - donations for Young Minds.
•
Year 4 Danbury Park deposits due by today
Monday 24th October - Friday 28th October (inc.)
Half-Term
Monday 31st October
•
Non-Pupil Day - school closed for staff training
Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 18th & Thursday 20th October
Just a few reminders •
The meetings are for parents only - please
make your own arrangements for child care.
•
To help us to keep to time, the bell will ring
every ten minutes. Please don’t be offended if
the teacher draws the meeting to a close when
the bell rings - we can always arrange an
additional meeting if more time was needed.
•
Parking will be available on the playground from
4.30pm.
Thank you, in advance, for your help in ensuring that
the evenings run smoothly.

School Discos
Thank you very much to everyone who helped at the
school discos on Friday. The children were very excited
and all seemed to have a wonderful time. Thank you very
much to the Friends’ Association for organising the event
and to all the staff and parents who helped during the
evening. The children had a brilliant time - as you will
probably have noticed by how sweaty and warm they all
were when you collected them.
Overall, £1,515.86 was raised which is fantastic.

‘Maximum Effort for
Maximum Achievement’

‘Well Done’ to all the children who were
awarded MERIT certificates this week.
Albert Sullivan
Freddie Beckwith
Miles Daniels
Tilly Lashmar
Maya Collyer
Peter Lyczewski
Isabella Rebel
Nicole Howlett
Ethan Bird
Ben McIlquham
Elizabeth Moody
Ruby Price
Ruby Edwards
Chloe Wang Gao
Archie Doyle
Amelie Moore
Violet Toll
Ewan Muller
Rory Coshell
Hetty Fearne
Leo McDougall
George Legon
Caitlyn Rae
Daniel Natusch

Inter-House Swimming Galas
Tuesday and Thursday evenings this week saw over 120
excited swimmers, from across the school, take part in our
annual Inter-House galas. The competitions ran very
smoothly with everyone having a great time and enjoying
the competitive, but fun, atmosphere. The children were
urged on by the fabulous support and encouragement from
the spectators who seemed to be having just as much fun,
in spite of the heat!
The Year 3 gala was won by: Leopards
The Year 4 gala was won by: Jaguars
The Year 5 gala was won by: Jaguars
The Year 6 gala was won by: Panthers
The winning overall winning house was: Jaguars
Thank you very much to Alex and Lily (Elites Swimming) for
their assistance with the gala and to all the parents who
helped with the timekeeping. Thank you also to Miss Pretty,
Mrs Lee and Mrs Hall for their help with the
galas! Well done to all the children who took part - I thought
you were amazing! The race times will also be used to
select the school swimming team - children who are
successful will receive a letter in due course.

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’ are:
Jasper Wood Tom Carter Rayhan Sudheer
William McLellan Joey Hatchard
Harry Ekers Poppy Higgs Ada Halder
Well done to our writing super stars!

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’ are:
Grace Brockwell Miles Daniels Michael Clements

Ethan Adlum Lucas Young

Ryan Martin Jamie Holmes

Toby Pickett

Peter Lyczewski

Well done to our magical mathematicians!

Afternoon Tea
We hosted another lovely Afternoon Tea on Thursday which
was attended by the children who are Number 4 on their
class register. The range of work to choose from is getting
more diverse and the children enjoy listening to others
chatting about their work. I particularly love the comments
made by older children as they reflect back, happily, on
completing that piece of work themselves.

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’ are:

Ava Catchpole

Eva Barnes

Alex Trainer

Sophie Bickerstaff Arthur McSharry Scarlett Valk

This week’s winning house:

Jaguars

Bonnie Atkinson–Lassman Isabelle Oldland

Well done to our enthusiastic readers!
Top Table

This week, the children chosen
by the Midday Assistants to sit
at the ‘Top Table’ were:

50 Things To Do Before Leaving Primary School
Congratulations to Jack Robertson
who has completed the first 10 things at home!

Jamie Nethercoat
Dexter Broom
Michael Reason
Archie Williams
Jasper Wood

This week’s attendance figure is: 97.1%!

This year’s provisional attendance target is 97.2%.

A special ‘Well Done’ to Class 5R who had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!

Parents to Lunch Event
This week we welcomed the parents and grandparents of the
children in 4B and 4M to lunch. Everyone seemed to enjoy the
tasty lunch and also the ambience of the dining hall.
Thank you to Mrs Hall, our Midday Assistants and our Catering
Team for organising

Pen Licences
Well done to Moudi Tarraf, Noah Vasiliou,
Charlie Vail and Aaron Barnes who all received
their Pen Licences this week.

Year 3 Transition Programme
The final part of our Year 2/Year 3 transition programme
concluded this week when the Year 2 teachers came to
visit their old classes in the junior school, on Wednesday
morning.
The teachers had a lovely time with us and were very
impressed by how well the children had settled and by the
quality of their work and maturity of behaviour.

Year 5 visit to The Natural History Museum
After a rather long journey to London, Year 5 had a
fantastic day at the Natural History Museum on Tuesday.
During their visit, they explored the Red Zone which
taught them all about volcanoes and earthquakes. They
learnt about eruptions in the past and were able to
experience an earthquake simulator. They also learnt
about our ever-changing earth, thinking about how the
planet used to look, and what it may look like in the
future. As part of their day, the children also took part in
an interactive guided show, which looked at volcanoes,
effusive and explosive eruptions as well as providing the
opportunity to try to save the imaginary ‘Volcano Town’.
Thank you to all of our parents who joined us on our day it was a really worthwhile and enjoyable day!

Ten Pin Bowling
On Monday, 12 children from Years 3 and 4 attended
a ten pin bowling event at Hollywood Bowling Alley.
Buttsbury Juniors attended along with Buttsbury
Infants and at least 5 other local primary schools.
Upon arrival, each school was given their own bowling lane and were set up to play. So much fun was
had by all and all the children showed so much support for each other. The adults that accompanied the
children could not have been prouder of how well
behaved and encouraging the children were to each
other. As an extra bonus, at the end of the game, it
was fantastic to see Buttsbury Juniors awarded with
first place and all given individual medals, certificates
and a trophy. A special mention also goes to Larry
Mitchell, Grayson Kemp and Freddie Beckwith who
all achieved over 100 points. Plus, an extra well done
to Freddie Beckwith, for getting the highest score out
of all the schools.
We would like to say ‘thank you’ to Mrs Rivas, Mrs
Strickland, Mrs Lobb, Mrs Carter and Mrs Pope for
attending and being a wonderful cheering support.

Buttsbury’s Official
Christmas Card
Well done to Hesme Muller (6S) whose Christmas
Card design has been selected to be our official
school Christmas card this year.

Rainbow Awards
Congratulations to this week’s VIOLET award winners:
Isabella Davies
Poppy Higgs
Harvey-Thomas Perry
Peony Harlow
Zehra Zorkmaz
Blair McFadzean
Esmay Ramrutton
Teddy Youngs

Sophia Rusu
Zachary Russell
Zachary Bauckham
Olivia Johnson
Carter Lewis
Ashley McSharry
Coraline Riches
Frankie Moughton

Olivia Rees
Lysander Goodman
Frederick Cronjaeger
Grayson Kemp
April Marsh
Rhian Powell
Will Williams
Jude Goad

Ella Goodenough
Henry Fuller
Alex Fryd
Ethan Rae
Riley Mason
Olivia Taylor
Max Wilson
James Huskie

Michael Rosen Reward Visit
On Wednesday, a group of 54 Year 4 and Year 5 children, who gained their Gold or Silver reading
awards last year, travelled to Basildon Towngate Theatre to hear Michael Rosen speak.
Firstly, they were treated to an unexpected warm up performance featuring a live band, rock songs and
a choir from a local Basildon Secondary School. Then, the main event … Michael Rosen engaged the
audience with an animated talk featuring some of his poems and how he came to have some of his
ideas for stories. He even gave the children some spelling learning tips. There was lots of audience
participation! Afterwards, the children were able to have all of their books signed by Michael. The coach
has never been so quiet on the return home from a trip - everyone was absorbed in their newly
dedicated books! What a truly wonderful experience. Huge thanks to the staff and parents who
accompanied the children on the visit. We are hoping that there will be more exciting opportunities as
the year progresses, as part of the Essex Year of Reading.

Year 5 Mayflower CVL Football Tournament
On Thursday morning, we took two teams to Mayflower High School to compete in their first CVL of the
season. It was the first time that the two teams had played competitively together but you couldn't tell as
both teams got off to a winning start in their opening game. We were drawn in the same group which
resulted in us playing each other in match 2, with the A team coming out on top. The B team were
unbeaten for their two remaining games finishing 5th overall. The A team won their last group game
which put them into the first place play off but unfortunately a late goal resulted in them losing 1-0.
A great morning of football was had by all.
Well done boys and thank you to the parents who assisted and to Mr Graves and Mr Tweedie, our team
managers.
Football photos are on the next page!
Year 6 Visit to Layer Marney Tower
This week, Year 6 prepared for battle... yet quickly learnt that the
day’s activities were less violent, as Vikings were primarily
farmers. The children learnt about the surprising daily life of a
Viking, where they created their own weaving based on a
common skill of ‘spinning’, which ALL Vikings completed on a
daily basis. Children then attended and orchestrated their own
‘Thing’ (similar to that of a court case today), where pupils learnt
about rules that Vikings followed. After that, children created
their own long ship using clay – they loved getting their hands
dirty and designing their own mainsail.
Finally, children were ecstatic to hold Viking weapons and
armour, which they loved and even got to practise the skill of
archery, which Viking warriors would have also perfected. Wow,
we had a fantastic day which has deepened our existing
learning about our history topic ‘The Vikings’, we can’t wait to
continue the topic after half-term!

Year 4 DT Morning - Buggy Making
On Thursday morning, Year 4
successfully completed an ambitious
Design Technology project. After
several weeks of researching vehicle
design, creating a buggy design and
prototyping, the day to build the
buggies had arrived. Thankfully,
there were lots of parent volunteers to
help us with the tricky measuring,
wood sawing and gluing. Every
single child built their own working
buggy and really felt a sense of
accomplishment. Some buggies were
even motorised! Thank you to our
super parent helpers and well done to
all the children - you should be very
proud of your achievements.

Out of School
Success
Well done to
Alannah Cronin
and Amelie Moore both in 4B - who
have both made it
into the Pre
Academy squad for
West Ham United
Under 9's girls.

