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Buttsbury’s Brilliant Bazaar 

By Eva Barnes 

On Saturday 19th of November, Christmas came to 
Buttsbury! It was finally time for the long-awaited 
Christmas Bazaar, which is one of the biggest events 
for the BJS Friends Association. 

There were many fun, Christmas themed activities 
for everyone to 
enjoy.  These 
included a raffle, 
tombolas, games 
and even face-
painting. A big 
highlight for the 
children was the 
Year Group 
tombolas. 
Competition – as 
always – was fierce between the red, green, silver 
and gold stalls. Mr Graves (Deputy Headteacher) 
said, “There were so many people who came away 
with great prizes and 
big smiles!” 

In addition to all of 
the wonderful stalls, 
the school choir 
performed and this 
created a lovely, 
festive atmosphere. 
Isabel Neathercoat 
(4M) sang in the Year 3 and 4 choir and she reported 
that she enjoyed singing to everyone and her 
favourite song was Christmas Calypso.  

Everyone at Buttsbury would like to say a massive 
thanks to all the members at the Friends Association, 
the volunteers, the teachers, the raffle prizes 
donators and everyone who attended the event. It 
was a MASSIVE success and a HUGE £5652.47 was 
raised for the school. 

Pantastic Panto  

By Ada Halder 

On the 2nd of December, the whole of Buttsbury Junior 
School went to the Towngate Theatre, in Basildon, to see 
‘Peter Pan’ as a Christmas treat.  

The atmosphere was electric and, as the delighted pupils 
waited for the pantomime to begin, they all participated 
in a Mexican wave. When the curtain went up, the 
children cheered and were then mesmerised by the 
wonderful acting, singing and 
dancing.  

Throughout the show, there 
were many interactive 
opportunities such as shouting, 
‘The coast is clear!’ after three 
honks of a horn (kindly honked 
by Mr Graves) and throwing 
foam cubes off the balconies 
onto the stage. Flying took place at regular intervals, 
which thrilled the pupils and added a touch of magic to 
the show. Claire Senior (6D) stated, “I loved it when Peter 
Pan flew over the audience!” 

The pantomime started Christmas at Buttsbury with a 
bang and Mr Redmill (Year 6 teacher) enthused, “It was a 
brilliant show and it was great to see the children 
enjoying themselves.” 



Malicious Macbeth 

Meets Buttsbury 

By Finley Walker 

 

On Thursday 15th 
September , Year 6 were 
visited by the Young 
Shakespeare Company. The 
special experience was 
planned to enable the pupils 
to develop their 
understanding of their 
literary heritage and to 
become fully immersed in 
Macbeth – a play they had 
been studying in their 
Literacy lessons. 

It is reported that the 
talented company acted out 
the play extremely well and 
everyone was gripped by the 
drama. George Dear (6R) 
claimed, “The acting was 
amazing and they made it 
look so real. The play made it 
easier to understand what 
writing was like in the 
Shakespearean times. Year 6 
really engaged with the play  

and some even got to act out 
parts.” 

 

 

The children learnt a lot of 
morals from the play and 
90% of the pupils can 
remember the story by 
heart. Archie Neathercoat 
(6R) told us that he 
discovered that Lady 
Macbeth was a selfish 
character that only cared 
about herself!  

One of the best parts (that 
the children found a bit gory) 
was when an actor had 
blood dripping from their 
mouth. The scenes which 
included the Three Witches 
were also popular. Mrs 
Sherwood (6S teacher) 
exclaimed, “I loved the Three 
Witches for the sinister 
atmosphere they created.” 

 

The pupils loved the 
company coming in and they 
are looking forward to 
another opportunity like 
this!         

 Year 5s Acting like Elves! 

By Scarlett Valk 

 

On the 6th and 7th of December, Year 5 performed 
their stunning Christmas play ‘No One Wraps Like 
an Elf.’  All of the cast, whether they were actors, 
dancers or stage crew, were brilliant and they 
clearly had a lot of fun!  

The Year 5 stars stunned all of their audiences with 
their accomplished acting; beautiful singing and 
great dance moves. The back-stage crew also 
deserve a special mention as the scene changes 
were super slick. 

In addition to the all of the laughter, the play 
contained a very 
important message: 
Christmas is for 
spending time with 
those we love. Miss 
Carroll (Year 5 
teacher) explained 
that the reason this 
play was chosen was 
to remind the 
children – and 
adults – that 
Christmas is about 
more than just 
expensive gifts. 

Following the performance to Year 4 and Year 6, 
the Year 5 stage stars received amazing feedback. 
Arya Sudheer (Year 6) claimed, “It was really good 
and Year 5 made all of us smile.” 

It is reported that the atmosphere was amazing, in 
all of the performances ,and they got everyone in a 
festive mood. 
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Curious at Colchester Castle 

By Maya Collyer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 18th October 2022, the lucky pupils of Year 
4 ventured to Colchester Castle for a whole day of 
history fun. This special excursion was part of their 
topic on the Romans. 

It is reported that everyone enjoyed the trip 
immensely. Highlights included viewing the Celtic and 
Roman displays; building Roman houses and exploring 
the gloomy underground dungeons. 
Mrs Cattini, a Year 4 teacher, 
explained that most children 
enjoyed the storytelling tour of the 
dungeons as they were actually 
constructed in the Roman era.   

A real buzz was evident in the 
museum as the children developed 
their knowledge and understanding of Roman history. 
Alice Brooks (4B) claimed, “My favourite part of the 
experience was learning cool facts to wow my family 
with!” 

With all of these extraordinary activities, it is safe to 
say that the trip was an amazing success and an 
experience the young historians will never forget! 

Over-do it in Genes 

By Ruby Edwards 

On Friday the 16th of 
September, all of the 
Buttsbury Junior School 
pupils turned up to school in 
denim clothing for ‘Jeans for 
Genes Day.’  

The Jeans for Genes 
campaign creates awareness 
of the daily challenges faced 
by those living with a genetic 
condition and raises money 
to fund projects that make a 
real difference to the lives of 
those affected. A grand total 
of £363.50 was raised by the 
amazing Buttsbury children!  

Although it was a normal 
school day, everyone was 
happy because instead of 
wearing school uniform they 
got to wear denim clothing. 
One of the joyful students, 
Florence Brooks 6P, 
commented that it was fun  

 

seeing other people’s style 
and great to raise money. 

The pupils weren’t the only 
people that were having fun, 
the teachers were also 
involved in the fundraising. 
Mrs Pretlove (Year 6 teacher) 
said, “I have worked with 
people that have a genetic 
condition and I think that it is 
a really good cause.”  

A great day was had by all, 
teachers and children alike, 
by raising a fabulous amount 
of money for an excellent 
charity. Well done Buttsbury! 

 

 

Sensational Shoes 

By Michael Clements 

On the 20th of September, 
all four year groups at 
Buttsbury Junior School 
were able to experience a 
truly wonderful event 
known as ‘Happy Shoes Day.’ 

The day was dedicated to wearing favourite  

footwear and this varied from cheeseburger  

slippers to Air Force Ones! 

The shoe extravaganza was not just for fun; it was to  

encourage the students to reflect on the importance of 
taking daily exercise and on protecting the environment. 
“I think it’s always good to have a reminder about  

looking after your health and the planet,” stated Mrs 
Sherwood (Year 6 teacher). 

The vast majority of the children thought ‘Happy Shoes 
Day’ was a tremendous idea and they are excited for the 
event to take place next year. 

 



Christmas is Forever      
By Chloe Wang Gao 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

On the 28th of November 2022, ‘Christmas is Forever’ made 
its appearance on the stage for the awe-striking, amusing 
and lively Year 3 Christmas performance. This iconic play of 
Buttsbury has appeared multiple times throughout the 
years and this year the Year 3 pupils inevitably spread 
laughs and smiles across all the audiences’ faces. 
Incredibly, the current Year 6 pupils also performed this un-
forgettable play, when they were Year 3 students. Despite 
some nerves before the performance, ‘Christmas is Forever’ 
was performed with indefectible passion, which reflected 
their dedicated rehearsals. 
 
Following an engaging, spirited 
finale, Mrs Robinson  
exclaimed that this Christmas 
production gets better every 
time. Eva Barnes and Jess  
Jobbins (Year 6 pupils)  
reported, “It was amazing,  
especially when everyone was 
cheering and clapping, and it 
was nostalgic as we performed 
it when we were in year 3!”. 
 
The Year 3 children and staff, 
who worked hard to produce such a sensational show, are 
thrilled that it delighted their audiences and provided a 
taste of Christmas.  
 

 

 

 

Year 3’s Cracking Cathedral Visit 

By Shreyan Raval 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 20th of September and Tuesday 4th  

October 2022, 124 extremely excited Year 3  

children went on a school trip to Chelmsford 

Cathedral. The visit, to this beautiful and historic 
place of worship, was organised so that the pupils 
could develop their knowledge and understanding 
of Christianity. 

The first thing on the agenda for the pupils was to 
go on the coach, which thrilled a lot of the children 
as it was their first trip as juniors! After arriving 
and a welcome presentation, the friendly staff 
guided the pupils around the cathedral. They  

explained some of the important features of the 
building such as the font, altar and the stained-
glass windows. Many of the students claimed that 
their favourite part of the trip was lighting a candle 
as it felt very special. 

Theo (Class 3P) explained, “Lighting the candle was 
really fun and it made us think of those we love.”  

This was clearly a wonderful first school trip for 
the new Year 3s and it is a day they will remember 
forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 Vikings 
By Henry Boswell 

On Wednesday the 12th of October 2022, the Year 6 Vikings 
went on a journey back in time to the fascinating Layer 
Marney Tower.  

The budding historians had lots of fun experiencing Viking 
life and throughout the day were delighted by a range of  

exciting activities. 

The pupils were thrilled that the first activity was to learn 
about the awesome 
Viking weapons and 
they actually got to 
feel the armour, 
spears and even a 
sword! Furthermore, 
the Year 6 seafaring 
warriors then used 
bows and arrows and 
imagined they were 
battling against the 
Saxons. Many of the 
pupils said that this 
was their trip high-
light as they liked 
aiming at a target and competing against their classmates. 

Next, the pupils made Viking long ships out of clay and  

discovered what life was like on these vessels (It was tough!) 
The art and craft theme continued as the next challenge was 
weaving. As the children completed their design, they learnt 
weaving was a very important skill in Viking times as it was 
used to make all of their clothing. The pupils were fascinated 
(and a little disgusted) to learn that the Vikings used urine in 
the cloth dying process. 

Finally, the children went to the ‘Thing’ - a Viking court - to 
learn about the justice system and punishments. The pupils 
were shocked to hear that the absolute worst thing you 

could do in Viking times 
was to burn down a 
house.  

It was a brilliant trip for 
the Buttsbury historians. 
Sophie, a Year 6 pupil 
stated, “I enjoyed Layer 
Marney because we 
learnt more about the 
Vikings whilst having 
fun.”       

                                                                                                                 

Celebrating European Day of 

Languages   

By Millie Agate 

Hello, Bonjour, Hallo, Ciao, Czesc, Hola!   

On Monday 26th September, Buttsbury Junior 
School was a picture of colour as students 
wore the colours of European flags to  

celebrate European Day of Languages. 

 

France, Italy, Greece, Spain and Germany 
were among the many countries represented. 
Theo Vinicome, from 3P, who wore yellow, 
blue, black and red stated, “I dressed up as 
Ukraine and Belgium. It was great fun!” 

The celebration did not end there as many 
exciting activities were planned throughout 
the day including learning about different  

languages, a design a t-shirt competition and 
an inter-house quiz.  

Claire Senior, from 6D, explained, “I liked the  

t-shirt competition because it displayed a key 
message.” While Evie Henson (6D) claimed, “I 
liked the inter-house quiz because we got to 
work in a team.” 

A delicious European themed lunch of  

Swedish Meatballs, Portuguese Piri Piri  

Chicken, Spanish Paella and Austrian Vegan 
Schnitzel was served and enjoyed by all. 

The day was a huge success. It was, as the 
French would say, FANTASTIQUE!                



Natural History Marvellous Museum 
By Alexandra Goodey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday the 11th of October, Year 5 were treated to an 
exciting visit to the Natural History Museum as part of their 
topic on tectonic plates.  

The fascinated children 
took part in many intriguing 
activities. They visited the 
volcano and earthquake 
exhibition and listened to a 
lecture about how, as  

scientists, they would save 
a town from a volcanic 
eruption. It is reported that 
the children volunteered 
lots of interesting ideas and all  

enjoyed being actively involved in the interactive session.  

Isla Keniry (5R) exclaimed, “It was fun because there was a 
stimulation of an earthquake! 

The teachers also loved the museum 
and Miss Roe (Year 5 teacher) quoted, 
“It was a really amazing day; we all 
loved going on the wobble plates to  

experience what a real earthquake was 
like.”  

Everyone enjoyed the exciting and  

factual school trip and it was a great 
way to enhance their Geography les-

sons.  

Allegedly, Mr Tweedie (Year 5 teacher) thought it was so  

amazing that he wants to work there … 

 

Pudsey Pyjama Day! 
By Summer Seabrook 

On Friday 18th November 2022, Buttsbury 
Junior School celebrated ‘Children in 
Need’ with a pyjama day to help raise 
money for less fortunate children.   

The children – and teachers – all looked 
very cosy in their sleepwear and were all 
glad to support a great cause. In addition 
to dressing in pyjamas, the pupils  

participated in a competition to name a 
giant Pudsey teddy with the prize of the 
Pudsey himself! Maya Collyer, the winner 
of Pudsey, claimed that it was just a lucky 
guess and she was very pleased to have 
won him.  To raise even more money, 
Pudsey Pin badges could be purchased. 

Bodhi Seabrook, in 3UF, reported,” It’s 
great that I can help other children who 
aren’t as lucky as us.” 

The charity day was a huge success as the 
school raised an astonishing £689.00! 
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Wonderful Well-Being Week!   

By Tom Gill 

During the week beginning Monday 17th  October 2022, the children of 
Buttsbury Junior School took part in several, exciting activities as part of 
Well-Being Week. 

To introduce what well-being means, the week kicked off with an  

inspiring assembly, led by Miss Pretty and Mrs Lee.  

Each class participated in numerous activities including relaxing their minds 
by adopting different poses in yoga; exploring the outside and  

enjoying nature; and being active by doing exercises. Furthermore, each 
year group tackled an orienteering challenge and were able to improve 
their first aid skills.  Ben Ferris, 3M, stated “My favourite  

orienteering task was making the Buttsbury logo out of acorns that we 
found on the field.”  

A new, amazing trip was introduced this year too. For the first-time, 

students visited Billericay Baptist Church to calmly reflect on the world. 
Many of the children reported that they enjoyed the sensory and  

mindfulness activities. 

In addition to the exciting activities, each day during breaktime, members of 
the school council assisted in the running of the Healthy Tuck Shop - a stall 
that sold healthy fruit and vegetables such as  

pineapple and watermelon slices (which seemed very popular!)  

At the end of the week, staff and students wore something yellow, for 
#HelloYellow day, a day to promote awareness for mental health and well-
being.  Donations were made to raise money for the Young Minds charity.  

Well-being week was an exciting experience, with many awesome activities. 
The students learnt about mental health and wellbeing; how to live a 
healthy lifestyle and many  other useful life skills. 
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