
 
‘Maximum Effort for  

Maximum Achievement’ 

Friday 27
th 

January 2023 

Forthcoming Diary Dates 
School Dinners - Week 2 

Year 3, 4 and 5 Assessment Week 
Monday 30

th 
January 

• 6S ‘Parents to Lunch’ event at 12.20pm 
Tuesday 31

st 
January 

• Parents’ Evening online appointment booking 
goes live at 5.00pm 

Wednesday 1
st 

February 

• Friends’ Association - Bingo Night - 7.30pm 
Friday 3rd February 

• Sponsored ‘Ball and Racquet’ event (am) 

As I write this newsletter, it’s lovely to reflect on how many 
activities take place for the children each week outside of 
the normal curriculum. The staff and I describe Buttsbury 

Junior School as ‘busy and fast-paced’ - words which I am 
sure you’ll probably agree with - as our weekly newsletter 

is always bursting with activity. I know that we keep you on 
your toes organisationally and I am very grateful for your 

positive support of all that we do as you all have busy lives 
away from school too. I am also grateful to the staff who 
work incredibly hard to be able to create such an exciting 

place to learn, and forever thankful for our wonderful           
children whose impeccable behaviour allows us to offer 

exciting activities such as a Giant Sleepover!  
(I wonder if I will be saying this tomorrow morning after a 

night in school with 77 Year 6 children?) 

Year 6 Giant Sleepover - Friday 27
th 

January 
Just a few reminders - 

• Children need to arrive at 7.00pm having               
already had their dinner - the back gate will be 
open for parking 

• Children need to bring a small inflated mattress 
or something else to sleep on, pillow and            
sleeping bag 

• Tooth brush, toothpaste, wash kit and a small 
towel are also needed 

• Please bring a filled, named water bottle 
———————————————————————— 

• Please do not bring mobile phones, money, 
sweets/snacks 

• Collection time - after breakfast - 9.30am - the 
back gate will be open for parking 

Parent Workshop - Maths Calculations and Fractions  
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us on              

Wednesday evening - it was great to see so many of you! 
I hope that you found the information that was shared to be 

helpful and that it has given you some ideas to try out at 
home. Thank you to Mr Graves and Miss Derrick who 

planned the workshop and to Miss Roe and Miss Carroll, 
who assisted with the delivery of the workshop. 

If you were unable to join us, the slides are on the school’s 
website, in the ‘Handouts’ section. 

School Discos 
Thank you very much to the parents and staff who helped at 

the school discos on Friday - they were great fun and the 
Skittleman, as ever, ensured that everyone had a wonderful 

time. We raised £2,055.44 which is amazing!  

Cross-Country 
On Thursday 26th January our junior cross-country teams 

took part in the Billericay Schools Cross Country                
competition at Mayflower High School.  All teams ran with 
great determination, dug deep when the going got tough 
and sprinted to the finish line.  They showed great team-
work and were a true credit to Buttsbury Junior School as 

always. We had two incredible wins in the upper years with 
Harry Goodacre in Year 5 and Alexander Guthrie-Blunkell 

in Year 6, who both led from the start and finished with 
clear gaps to take the victory. Further individual            suc-
cess came from Vince Drury (3rd) in Year 3, Bonnie Atkin-
son-Lassman (2nd) in Year 4, Sophie Bickerstaff (3rd) and 

Mason Grindrod (2nd) in Year 6.   
Team successes came from Year 4 Boys - 2nd; Year 3 Girls 
- 1st; Year 5 Boys - 1st; Year 6 Boys - 1st; Year 6 Girls - 1st.  
Each runner should be very proud of themselves and look 
forward to representing Buttsbury Junior School in future 

competitions. These teams will now go through to the           
Partnership Final on Wednesday 1st March, along with 

Vince Drury and Thomas Chandra who qualified as                 
individual runners.   

A very big thank you to Mr Nation who trained the cross-
country teams and a thank you to the staff who supported 

on the day (Mrs Lee, Mrs Willis, Mrs Strickland, Mrs             
Walker, Mrs Whiting and Mrs Avery) with an additional 

word of thanks for Mrs Lee for all the behind the scenes 
organisation too. 



‘Well Done’ to all the children who were 
awarded MERIT certificates this week. 

 Cameron McGee Elsie Ive 
 Hannah Sijo Henry Fuller  
 Teddy Youngs  Rhian Powell  
 Myla Hands Henry Buckle 
 Theo Pearson  Sophia Anderson 
 Charlie Jennings Kaua Ferreira Melo 
 Scarlett Stone Francis Bailey 
 Megan Forder Jude Goad 
 Thomas Chandra Summer-Rose Smith 
 Jack Robertson Sophia Golberg 
 Joe Jackson   Leon Whitby 
 Sam Sinclair Isabel Bailey  

This week’s ‘Writers of the Week’  are: 
Mariia Fedorova   Preston Mills-Martin  

Arnav Gupta  Isaac Harding  Mariah Hands 
Sophie Holms  Vincent Drury  Jenson Wallis 

Well done to our writing super stars! 

This week’s attendance figure is: 97.7%!  Yippee! Even higher than last week! 

This year’s attendance target is 97.0%. 
A special ‘Well Done’ to Classes 4B and 5T who both had 100% attendance this week! Congratulations!  

This week’s ‘Mathematicians of the Week’  are: 
Theo Vasileiadis   James Rowley    Teddy Amos 

Ethan Tyler  Keyla Osborne   Jack Hyatt 
Avijith Kottapalli   Mollie Hughes  

Well done to our magical mathematicians! 

This week’s ‘Readers of the Week’  are: 

Theo Whitby  Coraline Riches Patrick Dillon 
Lavanya Soni  Leonie Fairhead  Daniel Thomas 

Chloe Bowdidge   Blake Silvester  
Well done to our enthusiastic readers! 

Top Table 
This week, the children chosen 
by the Midday Assistants to sit 

at the ‘Top Table’ were: 
Eddie Nunney 

Frankie Jackson 
Isabella Davies 

Alya Brewer 
Maisie Anderson  

This week’s winning house: 

Leopards 

Afternoon Tea 
The children excitedly made their way to the Staff Room for 
this week’s afternoon tea and eagerly tucked into their treats 

of mini-doughnuts, muffins and chocolate biscuits. They 
were equally enthusiastic when listening to their peers             

talking about their work and asked lots of thought-provoking 
questions.  

Parking on Zig-Zags and Yellow Lines 
It is a shame that I am having to, once again, mention   
parking on yellow lines and zig zags as this was in last 

week’s newsletter too! Sadly, a number of different families 
have parked on the lines this week. I am, actually, at a loss 

as to what to do as, ultimately, it comes down to a few,  
individual families who are simply not following rules and 

then everyone has to read newsletter reminders. 

Year 4 DT Morning  
This morning, Year 4 enjoyed making their bread recipes 

especially learning how to knead the dough. They are 
looking forward to their bread tasting during the weekend. 
Year 4 would like to thank all our parent helpers for giving 

up their time to come and join in the fun.  



Out of School Success 

 Well done to Hannah Sijo (3P) who participated in the  
 Fusion Drama and Dancing Award Function on 14th January 
 2023 and was the winner for the singing.  

 Congratulations to April Marsh (3W) who was enrolled as a 
Brownie on Wednesday. 

Science Week  
During the week commencing 6th February, we are 

celebrating British Science Week. The theme is 
'Connections'. The children will have the opportunity 
to take part in various activities and investigations 
around this topic. In addition, we will be welcoming 
Mad Science to our school, who will perform some 

fun (and mad!) experiments to thrill our budding  
scientists! We are also having a special Science 

themed lunch on Thursday 9th February - menu to 
follow. Thank you, in advance, to the Friends’              
Association for providing the funding for Mad         

Science. It's going to be a sensational science week! 

Dance in a Day 
On Monday, a group of talented dancers from Year 5 and 

Year 6 took part in a ‘Dance in a Day’ workshop. The               
children worked throughout the day to create a ’Beauty and 

the Beast’ themed dance which they performed to Year 5 
and 6 as well as their parents. Although the day was intense, 

it was tremendous fun. A huge ‘thank you’ goes to Louise 

Hunt from DOT productions for running the day with such 
enthusiasm and also to the support staff who assisted with      

supervision during the day. 

Author Visit for Year 3 and Year 4 
Last Friday, Years 3 and 4 were treated to a visit from the author Katie Tsang. Katie presented her two newest books in a 

brand new series called ‘Spaceblasters’.  She explained how she writes collaboratively with her husband Kevin. When they 
begin a new book, they cover their whole living room with plain white paper and brainstorm all their ideas together! Katie 

gave the children lots of top tips on how to come up with ideas for stories and the children came up with lots of crazy             
planets and space missions to write about. Afterwards, children who had pre-ordered books had the opportunity to have 
them dedicated and signed by Katie. We are grateful to the highly recommended independent bookshop ‘Chicken and 

Frog’ (which can be found on Crown Street in Brentwood) for liaising with us to bring another author in to school to inspire 
the children not only to read, but to write too. 

Girls’ Football  
Buttsbury Junior School 14 - 0 Benhurst Primary School 

Wednesday afternoon saw the girls' football team continue to make 
impressive strides forward in the cup competition. Straight from the 
off, the girls dominated this game. They used their passing game 

excellently to move the ball around the pitch, away from the               
opposition to create the openings they needed to go on and score. 
The range of goals was pleasing to see from six different scorers - 
we had goals from corners, screamers from outside the box, well 

worked crosses and sublime individual  efforts. 
 Well done to everyone involved and thank you once again to the 

parents who came along and supported us. 
 Thank you to Miss Roe and Mr Graves, our team coaches.  

On to the quarter finals! 

Visitors 
Bays 

Please 
leave the 
visitors’ 

bays free 
as we need 

them for 
club  

leaders.  



 

Rainbow Awards    
     
 

Congratulations to this week’s BLUE award winners this year: 

 

Orest Savchuk  Ivy- May King  Daniel Tinworth   Thomas Bennett 
Danny Sullivan  Oliver Thorpe Francis Bailey Frankie Stapleton 
Harry Parker Alex Marsh 
 

Well done to this week’s GREEN award winners: 
 

Oliver Mumford Peter Fallouh Leo McDougall Mahi Dalal 
Chloe Pickering Harry Fensome Olivia Rees Louie Garwood 
Zack Brewer Ashley McSharry Alex Fryd  Heath Harlow  
Fraser Louden  Liam Martin Dylan McGinness Megan Forder 
Teddy Harding Zach Chambers Zac Berry Jamie Nethercoat 
Daniel Blyth-Tancock Lucas Armsden  Jasmine Faraday  Leon Whitby  
 

Congratulations to our YELLOW award winners: 
 

Freddie Beckwith Johnny McQueen James Natusch Louie Parnell 
Jasper Wood Dexter Broom Emily O’Keefe Felicity Ginn 
Georgie Harding James Rowley Hannah Sijo Tommy Smith 
Theo Vinicombe Theo Whitby George White Preston Mills-Martin  
Ethan Rae  Max Wilson  Alice Bennett  Fred Cronjaeger  
Grayson Kemp  April Marsh  Riley Mason Carter Lewis  
George Brooks Henry Buckle  Talia De Gray Birch Phoenix Gough 
James Ivimy Isla Kittridge Camden Mares-O'Connor Theo Pearson 
Isaac Harding Dylan Knowler  Connie Rumsey  Annabelle Wilks  
George Cohen  Archie Doyle  Ruby Edwards  Austin Fearne   
Zara Foulser  William Fuller  Korey Groves  Alex Guthrie-Blunkell 
Joey Hatchard  Abigail Huggett  Thomas McIllqham  Henry Murphy  
George Waters  Patrick Dillon  Leif Emanuel-Francis  Jax Evans   
Ben Ferris   Joe Jackson   Evelina Kiafa   Malachi Kwanzambi 
Harry Mann Lilani Luthra   Jennifer McSharry  Alfie Moclair   
Jacob Ovel   Dhruv Patel   Kaydee Quirk   Jack Tribe   
Theo Vasileiadis   Lewis Adlum Henry Boswell James Cavanagh 
Georgina Harris Archie Neathercoat Harry Phillips Zak Sarfraz 
Ethan Aarons  William Barrett  Polina Carter  Thomas Carter  
Matilda Chaplin  Jacob Collins  Maya Collyer  Beau Cunningham  
Mason Grindrod  Zakk Harris  Lewis La-Rocque  Tilly Lashmar  
James Lock  Peter Lyczewski  Hesme Muller  Arthur Ogden  
Louise Pocklington  Amelie Robbshaw  Isabelle Sargant  Dylan Smith  
William Solomons  Amelia Stephens  Jake Sunderland  Bibi Tarraf  
Lucas Young  Milla Poulter  

Year 3 Fire Safety Talk 
On Wednesday, Year 3 were joined by a member of the Essex 

County Fire & Rescue Service (Bryony Clarke) who talked to them 
about the importance of fire safety. The children were actively            

engaged and participated well throughout. They identified potential 
hazards that may cause a house fire and watched several video 

clips, one of which showed them how to evacuate a building safely 
in the event of a fire. Bryony talked about the importance of testing 
our fire alarms regularly and explained how they act as a ‘human 
nose’ when we are asleep. The session was very informative and 

we would like to thank the Essex County Fire & Rescue Service for 
continuing to keep us safe! 

Eco-Team Assembly 
On Monday, our assembly was taken by 
our Eco-Team and they did a brilliant job. 
The team explained what climate change 

is, why it is important and the impact that it 
is having on our planet. There was a            

moment of realisation within the assembly 
that we can all do a little bit more when we 

looked at how much paper we use in 
school a week - 9 boxes which is taller 
than Mr Graves! Our green champions 

finished the assembly by sharing the new 
signs for the bins to help us as a school be 

more efficient when recycling and                     
disposing of waste.  


